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The suggestion of this little compilation orig>* 
inated in a professional intercourse, some months 
back, with a few intelligent officers of the Volun- 
teer Corps of the city of New York, 

The want of a work of this kind has long been 
felt among our officers of Militia generally, as 
£nglish military literature is quite barren in sys- 
tematic works on most branches of the military 
art, especially so on the one known among the 
military writers of the Continent as La Petite 
Querre^or the manner of conducting the opera- 
tions of small independent bodies of troops ; and 
but few of these officers are able to devote that 
time to military studies, which their pursuit in a 
foreign language necessarily demands. 

In making this compilation, the works in most 
repute have been carefully consulted, and a selec- 
tion made from them of what was deemed to be 
most useful to the class of readers for which it 
is intended. The object of the writer has been 
to give a concise but clear view of the essential 
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pdnts in each of the subjects introduced into the 
work ; if he has succeeded in this, he trusts that 
the very obvious defects of the work will be over- 
looked. 

An acknowledgment is here due from the writer 
to Major-Genefal Sandford, commanding the First 
Division of the New York State Militia, and to 
H. K. Oliver, Esq., Adjutant-General of the State 
of Massachusetts, as well as to the officers gen- 
erally of the First Division N, Y. S. M., for their 
kind aid in bringing forward the work. 

v. B. MlUTAKT ACADBMT, f 

October lOtli, 1847. I 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE MOST REMARKABLE 

EPOCHS IN THE MILITARY ART FROM THE 

TIME OF THE GREEKS TO THE PRESENT. 



1. No one can be said to have thoroughly mas- 
tered his art, who has neglected to make himself 
conversant with its early history ; nor, indeed, can 
any tolerably clear elementary notions, even, be 
formed of an art, beyond those furnished by the mere 
technical language, without some historical knowl- 
edge of its rise and progress; for this alone can 
give to the mind those means of comparison, with- 
out which everything has to be painfully created 
anew, to reach perfection only after many cycles of 
misdirected mental toil. 

2. To no one of the arts, that have exercised a 
prominent influence on the well-being of society, 
are these observations more applicable than to that 
of arms. To be satisfied of this, there needs only 
the most cursory glance at the grand military epoclia 
of the ancient and modem world. Looking at^tlko 
art as it was among the Greeks, under Epaminondaa^ > 
Philip, and Alexander; and among^e Romans, 
about the time of Julius Csesar, of each of wbieh 
epochs we have full autlientic records ; comparing 
it with the phases it assumed in the d&c^SkS^ ^1 n2^ 



- ^ ■ • 



I 



Ranun Empire and during the Feudal period; ana 
following it, from Ihe iniroduction of guniiowder 
down to the briaf career of Gustavns AuolpKuH, its 
first great restorei in Europe, — it aeems incredible 
tbat anyUiing, short of liie most entire ignorance of 
the past, could have led professional )«)!cliur< to 
alnndon the spirit of the organization and ta:;lics of 
the early Greeks and Romans, so admirably adapted 
to call into play the mental and pliyaical eacrgioa of 
man, for ihe lumbering' and unwieldy engines that 
clogged the operations of the Imperial armLcs of the 
Empire; or for the almost equally unwieldy iroit- 
clad chivalry of the middle ages, whose prestige 
was forever obscured by the first well-organized 
infantry brought against it. 

3. Coming to a more recent period, did we not 
remember by what slow and uncertain stages the 
inarch of improvement in other ana bna proceeded, 
— how much has been seeniingly owin^ to mere 
chance, rather than to well-directed investigaljon,-^ 
how rarely a master has arisen to tmbody mto sim- 
ple formulas the often complicated processes and 
obscure doctrines of ihoae who have preceded him, 
we should have still greater cause of astonishment, 
thol, at a time of more general diffusion of science, , 
art and literature, and particularly of the classical 
writers of antiquity, no master-mind should have 
evoked, from the campaigns of a Marius, or a Han- 
itibal, the germ of Ihe comparatively modem science 
of atmtegy; nor have nuhered, from that almost 
honi-b«>oH of the school-boy, Catsar's Commenlaries, 
the spirit of those rapid combinations by which, with 
abandrulof troopH, uie great Roman captain so uni< 
fbnnly Anisttated the powerful and oll-repeatad 
BtrugglesofB warlike and restless people; bui,ili " 
It should have been lell to the great Captain ofti 



ftge to brush aside the mesh-work woven by rontine 
and military pedagoguism ; while, by the develop- 
ment of gigantic plans, made and controlled with 
almost mathematical precision, he fixed immovably 
those principles which, when acted upon, cannot 
fail to command success, and which, when over- 
looked or neglected, lead to defeat, or else, leaving 
all to chance, make of victory only a successfiu 
butchery. 

4. However desirable it might be to give to this 
b.^'anch of the military art the consideration to which 
it is justly entitled, it does not come within the scope 
of a work like this to do so. The most that can oe 
attempted will be to make a brief recapitulation of 
the most marked epochs ; with a view to draw the 
attention of the young military student to the impor- 
tance of this too-frequently neglected branch, and 
to lead him into a field of research, where the spirit 
of inquiry will always be gratified, useful additions 
be made to his previous stock of acquirement, and 
hints be gleaned which he will find fully to justify 
the correctness of Napoleim's decision upon the 
influence which a studv of the campaigns of Alex- 
ander, Hannibal and Cfaesar, must have in the edu- 
cation of a thorough captain. 

6. Tactics of the Greeks. — ^The Greeks, if not 
the earliest people who reduced the military art 
to fixed principles, are the first of whose military 
institutions we have any exact account ; and even 
c^ theirs, and of the system of their successors in 
conquest, the Romans, 'Several points still remain 
obscure. 

6. A Grecian army, at the period when the mil- 
itary art W9.S in the greatest perfection among them, 
was composed of infentry and cavalry. The former 
was made up of three difierent orders of soldiers ; 
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termed, 1 . The Oplitai, or heavily armed, who wore a 
very complete defensive armor, and bore the aarissa, 
or Macedonian pike, a formidable weapon either fo 
the attack or defence, about 24 feet in length. 2. 
The PsUoi, or light infantry, who were without de- 
fensive armor, and carried the javelin, bow, and 
sling. 3. The Peltasia, who were intermediate be- 
tween the other two, carrying a lighter defensive 
armor, as well as a shorter pike than the oplitai. 

7. The cavalry consisted of two kinds. 1. The 
Cataphracti, or heavy cavalry, in which both rider 
and horse were well covered with defensive armor ; 
the former armed with the lance, and a sabre slung 
from a shoulder-belt 2. A light cavalry of an ir- 
regular character, who were without defensive 
armor, consisting of archers and lancers, who also 
carried a sword, javelin, and a small buckler. 

8. The elementary tactical combinations, or/orma- 
tions, of the Greeks, were methodical but very sim- 
ple. An army corps was composed, 1. Of a TetrO' 
phdlangarchia, also termed a grand phalanx, con- 
sisting of 16,354 oplitai. An Epiiagma, of 8192 
psiloi ; and an epitagma of cavalry of 4096 men. 
The heavy armed, or infantry of the line, bore to the 
light infantry and cavalry the ratio of the numbers 
2, 4, and 1. 

9. The composition of the grand phalanx was as 
follows: Tetraphalangarchia= 4 Phalanxes ^=16 
Chiliarchiai=:64t Syntagmata = 256 Tetrarchi(Cr=s 
1024 Lochoi or files =4096 Enomkicc of 4 men each. 
It is tlms seen that, in the various formations, a 
division of the whole could be made by the powers 
of 2 or 4. 

10. This body of infantry was thus officered. 
Each tetrarchia, consisting of 4 files, or 64 men, 
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was commanded by a Tetrarch, who was file leadei 
of the first file. 

11. The syntagma of 16 files, which was the 
army tmit, and corresponds to our battalion, was 
commanded by a Syntagmatarch, who was stationed 
in front of his command, having an adjutant on his 
left ; a color-bearer immediately in his rear ; on the 
light a herald-at-arms, to repeat the commands ; and 
on the left a trumpeter, to sound the signals. In 
the rear of the syntagma was stationed an officer 
who was the second in command. 

12. The phalanx was commanded by a general 
officer bearing the title of Strategos. 

13. The formation of the peltastae and psiloi was 
analogous to that of the oplitai, the number of files 
bein^ 8, instead of 16 as m the last ; and the sub- 
divisions receiving different denominations also. 

14. The epita^na of cavalry was divided into two 
equal parts, each composed alike, termed Telea, 
Chae was placed on each wing of the line of battle. 
The telos was subdivided into 5 divisions; the 
strength of each subdivision being the half of the 
one next in order above it. The lowest, termed 
lla, of 64 horsemen, corresponding to the modem 
squadron, was drawn up on a front of 16 with 4 
files, and was commanaed by an officer with the 
title of Ilarck, 

16. The grand phalanx, in order of battle, was 
divided into two wmgs, with an interval of 40 paces 
between them, and one of 20 between the phalanxes 
of each wing. 

16. The oplitai, when formed for exercise or 
parade, were arawn up in open order ; leaving an 
equal interval between the men of each rank and 
between the ranks. When ready to charge, each 
man occaped a square of 3 feet, and the six looii 
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Ing mnlia brought their pikca to a level; tlma p 
lienling on anay in which the pibea of ihe sudh 
rank extended 3 feel in advance of the front one. 
In attacks on intrenchments, or fortified cities, the 
men of each rank closed ehoulder io shoulder, a 
iitffident interval being left between the ranks to 
move with celerity; uie leading rank kept iheit 
■bielda overlapped to cover their front; the others 
held them above their heads for aheller against tho 
weapons of the enemy. 

17. The paltaal corresponded to our ilile corps 
of infantry, selected for enterprises requiritig bcih 
celerity and a certain firmness. 

18. The psiloi performed all the duties usually 
devolved, in the present day, upon lig-ht infantry, 
both before and at the opening of an engagement. 

19. The position of tlie caralry, in linu of bottle, 
was on the wings. The duties of this arm were 
mainly to charge that of the enemy. The cata> 
phracfi, for thin purpose, were drawn up on each 
wing, with a portion of the light cavalry on each of 
thmr fianliH. The charge was made by the former, 
and the hitler foQowed up any success gained by 

20. The marches of ihe Greeks were nsunlly 
made by a ftank. Sometimes, when tjie chamcter 
of the grouod p^rmittod, two phalanxes marched aide 
by side, presenting n front of 33 men, and being in 
leadinetiB to ofier a front on both the flanks, if ns- 

31. Among the orders of bitttles among the 
ancients, that known as the medge, or boar's head, 
is the most celebrated. In this disposition, the point, 
or head, is formed of a subdivision of the phalanx 
of groaler or less strength, according to eircoBh' 
ilances', this being supported by (wo, th 
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four subdivisions of the same force, one behind 
another. 

22. Tactics of the Romans. Up to the time of 
Marius, by whom the germ of the decadence of the 
military art among the Romans was sown, a Cosx- 
sular Army consisted of two Legions; and of two 
Wings composed of social troops. The legion was 
composed of infantry of the line, light infantry,, 
and cavalry. The infantry of the line was divid^ 
into three classes. 1. The Hastati. 2. Prindpes- 
3. Triarii, These classes wore a very complete 
defensive armor; they were all armed wiUi the 
soon straight Spanish sword ; the PUum, a Mnd 
of javelin, about 7 feet in length, used equally to 
hurl at a distance and in hand-to-hand enfi;a^emeiit8^ 
was added to it for the two first ; ana & tiiadi- 
carried the pike. 

23. The light infantry, termed VeliteSf used only 
the casqu^, and a buckler of stout leather, and bofe 
the Spanish sword and a short javelin, termed the 
Hasta, only half the length of the pilum, and used 
as a missile. 

24. The cavalry wore the helmet and cuirass, 
and carried a buckler ; their arms were a long sabre, 
the Grecian lance, and a quiver with arrows. 

25. The legion was officered by six Tribunes, 
sixty CenturionSy with an equal number of officers 
who served as file-closers for the infantry; and 
twenty Decurions of cavalry; besides these theze 
were the officers of the velites, who fought out of 
the ranks. 

26. Until about the period <^the Civil Wars, the 
legion wa^ commandea by the tribunes in suoces- 
fiion ; the tour of duty for each being two months ; 
afterwaxds the rule was adopted of placing the 
legion in command of an officer etyfed Ijfig<Um 

2 
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Whilst the tribunes exercised the command, those, 
who were not on this duty, served on all occasions 
of detachment service generally. 

27. Each class of 3ie infantry of the line was 
subdivided into ten portions, each termed a Manipu 
lu8. The velites were attached to these by equal 
portions. The cavalry were divided into ten troops, 
termed Turma. To each manipulus there were 
assigned two centurions, and two file-closers ; and 
to each turma two decurions. The velites, although 
forming a part of the manipuli, had centurions as- 
signed to them, to lead them in battle. 

28. The normal order of battle of the Romans, 
prior to the time of Marius, was in three lines : the 
nastati in the first ; the principes in the second ; the 
triarii in the third ; and the ca^udry on the wings. 

29. The manipidus, whicli was the unit of force, 
was drawn up in 12 files, with a depth of 10 ranks, 
in the lines of hastati and principes ; in .the line of 
triarii there were only 6 files. The right and left 
liles of the manipulus were led by a centurion, and 
closed by an officer file-closer. 

30. The manipuli of the three lines were dis- 
posed in quincimx order; the manipulus of one 
une opposite to the interval between the manipvQi 
in the one in front, this being the same as the man- 
ipulus front. The intervals between the fines were 
uie same as the depth of each line. An interval 
of about 3 feet was left between the ranks and the 
tiles of the manipulus. 

31. The same order of battle was followed for 
the social troops on the win^. The two legions 
occupied the centre; but mai interval was left 
lietween them, or between the centre and wings, or 
how lar the cavalry was posted from the infanUy, is 
not well ascertained. 
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32. The velites, before engaging, were posted 
asually between the intervals of the triarii, and, in 
part, iJetween those of the turma. 

33. In both the legionary and allied cavalry the 
turma were formed in 8 files and 4 ranks. An in- 
terval, the same as its front, was left between each 
turma. Of the two officers commanding a turma, 
one was placed on the right, the other on the left 
of the front rank. Each wing of cavalry was com- 
manded by an officer styled Prefectus. In some 
instances the cavalry was placed as a reserve, in 
rear of the triarii, and charged when necessary, 
through the intervals of the manipuli. 

34. In their engagements, the velites performed 
precisely the same part as that of the light troope 
which form the advanced-guards and advanced-posts 
of the present day. Watching and occupying the 
enemy before the main body is brought into play ; 
then retiring and taking position to harass him far- 
ther, as opportunity may serve,, 

35. The main bodv, from its organization, and 
formation, was admirably adapted to meet any emer- 
gency ; presenting, if necessary, by advancing the 
manipuli of the principes into the intervals of the 
hastati, an unbroken impenetrable front; or, by 
throwing the manipuli of the different lines behind 
each other, leaving an unobstructed passage to the 
front, or rear. 

36. From the preceding brief exposition of the 
phalanx and legionary formations, the respective 
properties of these two celebrated bodies, on the 
field of battle, may be readily gathered. The legion 
was evidently far better adapted to circumstances 
of locality than the phalanx, which could only move 
well and effectively on even ground. In the 
phalanx, the keeping together of me entire body,— 
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whether m moving onward to bear down the enem^ 
by its prtesure, or in waiting to resist his shock by 
its meraa, — ^was everything. In the legion, indi- 
vidual activity and the ease with which the mani- 
puli lent themselves to every requisite movement, 
gave to the entire machine the volition and stren^h 
of life. The attack with the pilum, cast on neanng 
tlie enemy, was followed up immediately by the on- 
slaught with the terrible short straight sword, equally 
effective to hew, or thrust with. Each manipulus, 
equal to any emergency, was prepared, bythe celerity 
with which its movements could be made, to improve 
every partial advantage, and meet the enemy on all 
sides. Against cavalry alone, was the impenetra- 
ble front of the phalanx, bristling with a forest of 
sarissas, superior to the legion. The open order 
adopted for the vigorous action of the individual, 
who to the charge of the horse had only his pilum 
to oppose, so inferior to the fire of the musket, that 
dread of modem cavalry, proved fatal to the legion 
on more than one sanguinary field ; till experience 
taught, that safety might be found in ranks more 
serried, and by presenting a front of pike4ieads, 
borne by the first four ran^ of the hastati. 

37. Marius, urged either by policy or the neces- 
sftjes of the times, made a fundamental, and it is 
thought fatal change, not only in the organization 
of the lejTion, but in other parts of the military sys- 
tem of his country. By substituting for that glow 
of patriotism with which an army drawn wholly 
from the bosom of the people is ever found to be an- 
imated, the mercenary spirit and its consequences, 
he aimed a vital blow against the only real safe^ 
guard of a nation's honor, a national army. 

In a despotism, such as Prussia was under Fred* 
erick, the contruviinff power of an energetic will 
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may, for a season, not only ward off the attacks of 
powerful neighbors, but reap conquests, and strug- 
gle with fortitude against great reverses, with an 
army recruited from the scum of mankind ; but so 
soon as a state with any pretensions to republican 
institutions, substitutes the mercenary wholly for 
the national spirit in its armies, its fate is sealed. 
Like Rome, during the brilliant career of Marius, 
Pompey, and Caesar, — ^like Venice, under some of 
her able condottteri^ as the Colonnas and Sforzas, it 
may, through the singular ability of particular lead- 
ers, still present to the world the dazzling prtsti^e 
that military success, under all aspects, carries with 
it ; but the result is as certain as the ashes that 
succeed to the flame ; anarchy comes in with all 
its ills, from the rival pretensions of successful par- 
tisan leaders, and the spectacle is again seen which 
Rome exhibited at the period referred to ; or else 
the imbecility and utter prostration which Venice 
presented, almost from the very moment when out- 
wardly she had attained to her loftiest flight, down 
to the pitiable closing scene that wiped her name 
forever from the book of independent states. 

38. In the truly great days of Rome, the days of 
the Scipios, the raising of her legions was done 
with all the best guards of a constitutional popular 
election. Six tribunes for each legion, having first 
been chosen, either by the consuls or by the popu- 
lar voice, the conscripts to fill its ranks were de- 
signated in each tribe by the proper magistrate ; 
these were divided by the tribunes into the follow- 
ing classes: — 1. The youngest and least afliuent 
were selected for the Velites ; 2. The next in 
years and wealth for the Hastati ; 3. The next in 
the same gradation for the Principes ; and 4. The 
oldest anamost wealthy for Triarii. T\i<fe c»N^isrj 
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or knEghts, formed a privileged class, into whiok 
onl^ tliQse were ailrailled wEo paid a. certain ua. 
This classilication being Tnade, ihe tribune* nnmed 
10 first and 10 second ceTtturiims for the inra.ntrf ; 
with \0_firsl and 10 saxnid deciirians for the cav- 
Hlty ; and then io concert with tlie officers thus 
selected, diviJed the classes into manijniU and 
lurma, assigning to each its two proper officers ; 
whilst these, in turn, selected the two of&cers in 
Mch maniple who acted as fjle-closers. 

39. Btibides the distinction of first and seecmd 
centurion, these officers look rank acconling to 
class. The firsl centurion of the Triarii, (enned 
Pritnipilus, was the highest in rank of his grade, 
and took command of tM legion when tlie tribunes 

40. In the time of the Scipios the legion was 
composed of 1200 velites, 1200 hiiatati, 1200 prin- 
cipes, 600 triarii, and 300 knights, 

41. Polybins states that the Consular ormy con- 
tained 6000 legionaries of the line, 2400 velilM, 
and 600 knights of Roman troops ; and of social, or 
allied trooj», 6100 infontrv and 800 horse for the 
wings; with an addilionnl extraordinary levy of 
1700 infantry and 400 cavaliy; making; a grand 
total of 18,600 men. 

43. Mariiui introduced the Cohori instead of the 
maniple as the unit of force; forming it of Ihrea 
maniples, and abolishing lite ancient modes of clai- 
•ifieation. The cohort preserved both the number 
and designation of the officers attached to the man- 
iples. Ii was commanded by tho tirst centurion, 
until, under the emperors, ii received a Bu;jcrii)r 
officer, termed the Prefict ofihe Cohort. Tbe lua 
ma aiso introduced of making of the first cohoit • 
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Torps cTelite, to which was intrusted the eagle, 
under the oiders of its primiple. 

43. The order of battle by cohorts depended upon 
eircumstances ; usually five were placed in the hrst 
and live in the second line. The number of ranks 
of the cohort was also variable ; depending on the 
front necessary to be presented to the enemy. 

44. With the settled despotism of the emperors 
3ux)se, as a necessary consequence, in still bolder 
reUef, the mercenary system. The substitution of 
auxiliary cavalry for the Roman knights, aiid the 
: ntroduction of foreigners and of slaves, even among 
the legionaries, soon left not a vestige of the ancient 
military constitution of the army ; and that train of 
results was rapidly evolved in which defeat was 
followed by all its ills but shame, and the once 
proud legionary became an object of terror to his 
master alone. Effeminacy led to the abandonment 
of his defensive armor ; and, too craven to meet the 
foe face to face with his weapons of aSidnce, the 
legionary aought a disgraceful shelter behind those 
engines of war which were found as powerless to 
keep at bay his barbarian opponent, as was the lum* 
bermg artillery, chained wheel to wheel, of the 
Oriental, to arrest the steady tread of the English 
foot soldier. 

45. Feudal PerU}d. To foLcw down the mili- 
tary art through all the stages of its fall until the 
rise of the feudal system, could not fail to be a 
most instructive lesson, did the limits of this work 
permit it. Grand as were the occasional deeds of 
derrinff do of the chivalric age, they were seldom 
more Uian exhibitions of individual prowess. Art 
ftnd consummate skill there undoubtedly were in 
this period, but no approach to science. Countries 
imd provinces invaded and ravaged^ c>\\S&<& tk^ssk^ 
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and castles razed, accompanied b wholesale batch* 
ery of the frightened peasant, mocked with the ap- 
pointments and title of soldier, such, without other re« 
suit, were the deeds of chivalry, and such they must 
have continued, had not the Swiss pike, that broke 
the Austrian yoke, opened the way to free Europe 
from its wretched thraldom, and again to raise tne 
profession of arms to its proper level, in which mind 
and its achievements have the first rank, and brute 
force combined with mere mechanical skill a very 
subordinate one. 

46. Rise of Art in Modem Times, After the 
decisive day of Morgaten, the Swiss name re- 
sounded throughout Europe ; and in time it became 
a point with the leading powers to gain these moun- 
taineers to their side in their wars ; and even to re- 
tain a body of them permanently in their pay. The 
same men who at home were patriot soldiers, were 
known abroad, in foreign service, as the real mer- 
cenaries ; deserting, or upholding a cause, as the 
one or the other party bid highest. The true rank 
of infantry now biegan again to be appreciated ; and, 
with the more permanent military establishments 
soon after set on foot, an organization on juster 
principles gradually found its way in ; and with it 
some glimmering views of ancient art. 

47. Although able leaders from time to time ap* 
peared, and o5er, with a rude discipline, was intro- 
duced amon^ the hireling bands of which the per- 
manent portions of armies in most European states 
consisted, after the first essay of regularly paid 
troops made by Charles VII. of France ; still no 
one arose who seemed to comprehend the spirit of 
ancient art, until the period of the Revolt in the- 
Netlierlands brought forward the Princes of Orange 
and Nassau, Wilham and his son Maurice, both of 
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whom, but particularly the latter, gave evideriCe of 
consummate military talent. The camp of Mau« 
rice became the school of Europe, from which 
came forth many of the most eminent generals of 
that day. 

48. Epoch of Gttstavus Addphus. But the great 
captain of this age was Gustavus Adolphus ; a man 
who combined the qualities of hero, warrior, states- 
man and philosopher ; one who early saw, what in 
our day, and especially in our country, is still dis- 
puted, that war is both a science and an art, and 
that profound and varied learning — an intimate ac- 
quaintance with literature as well as science — ^is 
indispentoble in the formation of the thorough 
soldier. 

49. Since the invention of gunpowder, the mili- 
tary art had, in some respects, retrograded, owing 
to a misapprehension of the true value of this new 
agent. The apprehension expressed by the bravest 
of the old chivdry, that it would be the means of 
extinguishing noble daring, was soon seen to be 
not ill-founded, in the disappearance of individual 
prowess in the cavalry ; whilst the cumbrous ma^ 
chines put into the hands of the infantry, and the 
unwieldy cannon, that but poorly replaced the old 
engines, rendered all celerity, that secret of suc- 
cess, impossible. At the fight of Kintzig, for ex- 
ample, which lasted from mid-day to evening, and 
which took place after the fork, that serv^ the 
old musketeer as a rest, had been suppressed, and 
the cartridge been introduced by Gustavus Adol- 
phus, it is narrated, that the infantry were drawn 
up in six ranks, and that the fire of musketry was 
80 well sustained that the slowest men even di8« 
charged their pieces seven times. 

60. Besides this improvement in small anna^ 
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Gustavus Adolphus was the first to make the cla» 
sification of artillery into siege and field-pieces^ 
adopting for the latter the caUbres corresponding 
nearly to those used for the same purposes in the 

{)resent day. He formed a light regiment of artil- 
ery ; and assigned to the cavalry some light guns. 

51. Important changes were made by mm in the 
cavalry; its armor was modified, the cuirassierB 
alone preserving a light cuirass, and being armed 
with a long sword and two pistols. 

52. By adopting a new disposition for batde, 
which he termed the order by brigade, the idea of 
which was clearly taken from the dispositions in 
the Roman legions, he broke up the large unwieldy 
bodies into wmch troops had hitherto been massed; 
and thus gave not only greater mobility, but de- 
creased the exposure to the ravages of missiles. 
In his order of battle, each arm was placed accor- 
ding to its essential properties; so that ease of 
manoeuvring and mutual support necessarily fol- 
lowed ; ana peculiar advantages of position were 
readily seized upon. To this end, his forces were 
drawn up in two or three parallel lines ; eitlier be- 
hind each other, or in quincunx order ; the cannon 
and musketry combined ; the cavalry either in the 
rear of the infantry to support it, or else upon the 
wings to act in mass. The cavalry was formed in 
four ranks. 

53. The dispositions made at a halt at night 
were always the same as those to receive the enemy, 
should h?. unexpectedly attack. The order of march 
was upon several columns, at suitable distances 
apart. 

54. Such, summarily, were the main points in 
the improvements made by this great captain, who, 
on tlie field of battle, exhibited the same warrior 
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instinct, in perceiving and availing himself of the 
decisive moment. Betrayed, as every original mind 
that reposes upon its own powers alone must be 
into occasional errors, — such, for example, as inter- 
posing, on some occasions, his cavalry between 
todies of infantry, he more tiian cancelled them, by 
being the earliest to perceive the true power of each 
arm, as shown, in massing his artillery, and by keep- 
ing it masked until the effective moment for its ac- 
tion arrived. 

55. Epoch of Louis XIV, The wars that pre- 
ceded the period of the Spanish Succession, and 
those induced by it, developed the seeds sown bj 
Gustavus Adolphus and the Princes of Nassau. 
The old chivalry having become a thing that was, 
there arose that young chivalry, equally distin- 
guished by valor and courtesy, which, although 
sometimes assuming a fantastic hue, has trans- 
mitted some of its spirit even to this day, through 
terrific scenes of popular struggles, and the loosen- 
ing of every evil passion engendered by such strifes, 
and converted the battle-field into an arena where 
glory is the prize contended for ; and where, the 
contest over, the conquered finds in the victor a 
brother eager to assist him, and to sympathize in 
his mishap. At the head of this distinguished band 
we find the Montecuculis, theTurennes, the Cond^s, 
the Eugenes, the Marlboroughs, the Catinats, the 
Luxembourgs, the Vaubans, and a host of others. 
Still, with the exception of some improvements in 
the weapons in use, as the changes in the musket, 
by substituting for the old match-lock the one with 
the hammer and flint, the addition of the bayonet, 
and the introduction of the iron rammer, together 
with a better organization of the artilleiY,\ika ^^tsi» 
gress made in the art during i}c^ ^tvcA ^«n^% m\»\ 
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degree commensurate with the gmni) scale on tS 
i\H military operations were conducted. The set 
ence of fonJiiGatian, und its kindred brancli. the 
mode of conducting sieges, form an honorable ex- 
ception lo this general sUgnalion of the art. Each 
of these were brought hy Vauban to a pilch of per- 
fection that has left but little for his successora to 
achieve, ao long as the present anna and means are 
alone employed. 

06. It was also in this period that the infantn'' 
pike was abandoned. This change was first made 
t>j Marshal Cuiinaf, in the army which he com- 
manded in Italy; and it was gradually adopted 
throughout the French service oy the efforts of 
Vauban, who demonstrated the auperiorily of tlse 
musket and bayonet to the pike both as a defensive 
and an offensive weapon. At the same time the 
distinction between hgntand heavy infantry became 
more prominent, partly from the introduction of the 
hand-grenade, for the handling of which men of tbn 
greatest stature and strength were selected, who, 
from this missile, were termed grenadiers, and 
IHTtly, from the practice of, at first, placing the 
improved musket only in the hands of the best 
marksmen. 

67, With the more effective use of fire-arms, the 
necetMly was felt of adopting a formation both of 
infantry and cavalry, tlial would present a loss ex- 
posed mark to their balls; but the disinclinafion lo 
mnovtttion which seems natural to all profesHlona, 
retarded this change, and it was only otter the war 
of the Spanish Succession that the French gave the 
example of a formation of infantry in three ranks. 
The cavalry was slill far from that pint of efficiency 
which it subsequently reached. lis movemqi' 
were slow and timid, and fire-aroiH, unwieldy 9 
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plements in the hands of horsemen, were still pre* 
ferred by it to the sword. 

58. The usual order of battle was in two oi 
three lines ; the infantry in the centre, and cavalry 
on the wings. The lines were from 300 to 600 
pices apart ; having intervals between their battal- 
ions and squadrons, in each equal to their front, so 
as to execute with ease the passage of lines. The 
importance of keeping some troops in reserve, to 
support those engaged, and also to be used for spe^ 
cial objects, as turmng the flank of an enemy, began 
also now to be acted on. Yet the trammels of rou- 
tine were but slowly laid aside. Manoeuvres and 
marches made with a tediousness and circumspec- 
tion difficult to be comprehended in the present day ; 
engagements commenced along the entire front at 
once ; the intermingling of cavalry with infantry ; 
the power of artillery but vaguely felt ; little ap- 
preciation of the resources to be found in varied 
ground; battles fought apparently with no other 
view th^n to drive the enemy from the battle-field ; 
such were the prominent military features of this 
celebrated epoch,— one of faults, which deserve to 
be attentively studied for the lessons they afford 
even to the present day. 

59. The period intervening between the age of 
Louis XIV., and the rise of the Prussian power un- 
der Frederick U., was one of comparative stagna- 
tion in the military art. The Duke of Orleans, the 
afterwards celebrated Regent, on one or two occa- 
sions, gave promise of great miUtary talents. The 
mad career of Charles XII. of Sweden, and the 
achievements of Marshal Saxe, — to whom we owe 
the modem cadenced step, and the well-known 
axiom, ikal (he secret of victory resides in the legs cf 
iSkie soidierSf^'VLre the most instructive eventa ^ \2m 
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time ; particularly as regards the use of fortified 
points as an element of tactics ; shown in the de* 
■truction of Charles's force at Pultowa, and in the 
influence of the redoubts on the renowned day of 
Fontensy, with which closed the military life of 
Afarshal Saxe* 

60. Epoch of Frederick IL With Frederick IL 
of Prussia arose a new order of thin^ ; a mixture 
of sound axioms and execrable exactions upon the 
natural powers of man, of which the latter, for 
years afterwards, in the hands of ignorance and 
mihtary pedagoguism, became the bane of the art, 
and the opprobrium of humanity, through the cruel 
tasks and wretched futilities with which the private 
soldier was vexed ; to convert a being whose true 
str^igth resides in his volition into a machine of 
mere bone and muscle. 

61. What influence the early hardships to which 
Frederick was subjected by the half-mad tyrant 
to whom he owed his being, or the mercenary ma- 
terial, fashioned under the same re^men as him- 
self, with which afterwards he was obliged to work, 
may have had, in creating this state of things, it is 
not easy to say ; but it seems incredible that, with- 
out some such bias, a man who showed such emi- 
nent abilities, as a statesman and soldier, — ^who, in 
most things, thought wisely, and acted welly-^ 
should have fallen into an error so gross and la- 
mentable ; one that even the poor shallow philoso- 
phy, of which he made his plaything, ought to have 
detected and reformed. 

62. Frederick's first attention was ^ven to the 
drill, or the mere mechanism of the art, m which he 
attained a sad celebrity. Firing executed with a 
celerity that rendered aun impracticable, and with 
an ensemble which made a pomt of honor of having 
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the report from a battalion undistinguishable from 
that of one gun ; manoeuvres calculated with ma- 
thematical precision, applied with equal precision by 
human beings tutored as dancing-^ogs ; the cane 
of the drill-sergeant more dreaded than the bayonet 
of the enemy ; the field of battle, that arena where 
genius and military instinct should be least tram- 
melled, converted into a parade ground, for carrying 
on all the trivial mummery of a mere gala-day : 
such were some of the worst features of Frederick's 
system. 

63. But whenever his mind was left free to carry 
out an original conception, the master of the art again 
shone fortfi. In his orders of march and encamp- 
ment, his choice of positions to receive an attack, he 
seldom failed to exhibit the consummate general. 
In his appreciation of the powers of the oblique order 
of battle, by which he obtained such decisive results 
on the field of Leuthen ; the perfect state to which 
he brought his cavalry, and the brilliant success 
with which he was repaid by it, for his exertions in 
restoring it to its essential purposes ; his introduc- 
tion of lying artillery, and his clear-sighted views 
as to the proper employment of this arm generally 
on the battle-field; Frederick has high claims 
upon the profession, as well as for his written in- 
structions to his generals, which are a model both 
of military style and good sense. 

64. Frederick adopted invariably the formation of 
three ranks for his infantry, and that of two for his 
cavalry. From the preponderating value gi\on to 
the effects of musketry, his dispositions for battle 
were always with lines deployed, and so disposed as 
to favor an easy passage of lines. This, and the 
curious importance attached to preserving an exact 
alignment m all movements, deprived the tioo^^ ai 
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the advantages of celerity, and the use of the bay- 
onet, to which the present column of attack so ad- 
mirably lends itself. 

66. The great authority of Frederick overshad- 
owed, and kept down, the naturally rebellioua 
promptings of common sense against parts of his 
system ; and all Europe soon vied in attempts to 
rival its worst features, without comprehending ita 
essence. In England, it was silently imposed upon 
a hired soldiery without difficulty; and showea it- 
self in a guise, in which, but for the painful fea^ 
tures, the exhibition would have been eminently 
ludicrous. Throughout Germany it made its way, 
in spite of the impenetrable character of the insti- 
tutions of the day. In France, a furious war of 
words and writings was waged between the re- 
spective advocates for the true French laissez^aire, 
and the Prussian toumequetism and strait-jacket- 
isra ; as well as upon the more important question 
of the deep and shallow formations. If this con- 
test did nothing more, it provoked discussions in 
which the voice of the real soldier was occasionally 
heard in the din of mere military pedagogues. It 
produced the brilliant pa^s of Gruibert, and the 
whimsical scene, so graphically described by De 
S6gur, of the experimentum crucis, to which he in- 
voluntarily, and a comrade voluntarily were put, to 
ascertain man's powers of endurance under the 
punishment of the flat of a sabre. Then came 
that event which swept all these pueriUties and 
most other futilities into one vortex, — ^the French 
Revolution. The value of proper control, and the 
evils arising from i^^^s want, were here equally dem- 
onstrated ; and a just medium at length hit upon, 
which left to the individual his necessary powen 
under all circumstances. 
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66. Epoch of the French RevoliUion, and its 
Sequel, With tho emigration of her nobles, France 
saw herself deprived of nearly all those who were 
deemed capable of organizing and leading her ar- 
mies. Her enemies were upon her, still brilliant 
with the prestige of Frederick's name and Freder- 
ick's tactics ; and to these she had to oppose only 
ill-armed and disorganized masses, driven to the 
field, in some cases, more through apprehension of 
the insatiable guillotine, than through any other 
motive, dreading it more than the disciplined Prus- 
sian. But here the man, thrown on his own re- 
sources, lifted up and borne onward by an enthusi- 
asm bordering on fanaticism, showed himself equal 
to the emergency. Like our own first efforts, so 
those of the French were the actions of individuals. 
Where the drill had done nothing, individual mil- 
itary instinct filled up the want A cloud of skir- 
misners, soon become expert marksmen, harassed 
and confounded lines taught to fire only at the word 
of command ; the compact column, resounding with 
the Ca ira, scattered to the winds feeble, frigid lines, 
torpid with over-management, and effected a revo- 
lution as pregnant to the military, as the political 
one to which it owed its birth was to the social 
system. Thus was laid the foundation of the tac- 
tics of this day ; a system that partly sprung up in 
the forests oif America ; and upon wliich, a few 
years later, the ingenious Bulow would have had 
military Europe to oase its system. 

67. The frenzy of enthusiasm past, reason and 
discipline again claimed their rights; and the well- 
judging, able generals of France, brought both the 
system of skirmishers and the column of attack, to 
their proper functions ; and the way was prepared 
for that tronius who swayed these two elemiewtas^ 
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facts with a power that shook Europe to its centre, 
aiul caused asr firmest throaes lo reel. 

68. Napoleon appeared upon the scene at a mo 
meat the most propitious tor one of his gigantic 
powers. The elemenla ware prepared, and al- 
though temporarily paralyzed by a state of anaiv 
chy, resulting from the polidcnl and finsncinl coi^ 
diuon of the country, they required only an orgai»> 
izing bond to call into activity their inherent 
Hlrength. This hand, endowed with a firmness 
and grasp that nolbing could sliake, or onlciose, waa 
that of Napoleon. To him we owe Ihi^e grand 
features of the art, by wliich an enemy is broketi 
and utterly dispersed by one and the aame blow. 
No futilities of preparation ; no uncertain feeling 
about in search of the key-point; no heulancy 
upon the decisive moment ; the whole field of view 
taken in by one eagle glance; wliat could 
saen divined by an unerring military ii 
clouds of light troops thrown forward lo bewili 
bis foe ; a craahinff fire of cannon b i 

upon him; the rueh of the impetuous coli 

the gap made by the artillery; the overwholming 
charge of the resistless cuirassier; followed by llie 
lancer and hussar to sweep up the broken dispcraad 
bands; such were the tactical lessons pntcticaltj 
taught in almost every great balile of this great 
military period. The task of the present one haa 
been to systematize, and imbody in the form of 
doctrine, what was then largely traced out. 

69. In an intimate knowledge of the prcuKaR 
u)plication of each arm, and a Just appreciation 
their nspective powers ; in all that is lofty iu 
ception, skilful in design, and larg<e in exec 
Napoleon confessedly stands unrivalled. I 
haa been urged that, for the attainment of hii 




1 



31 

on the liattle-field, he has shown a culpaMe di»* 
regard of the soldier's blood, and has often pushed 
to excess his attacks by masses. 

To do the grecUeU damage to oyr enemy toith the 
least exposure to ourselves, is a military axiom lost 
sight of only by ignorance of the true ends of vic- 
tory. How far this may have been disregarded 
by Napoleon, can be known, with certainty, onl| 
through Napoleon himself. He, who suffered no 
important fact, or its consequences, to elude his 
powers of analy^s, could hardly have been un- 
mindful of the fate of the grand column at Fonte- 
nay, nor have forgotten the imminent danger in 
which those squares were placed that, at the battle 
of the Pyramids, resisted like walls of iron the head- 
long charee of the reckless Mameluke, when he 
launched torth the formidable cdumn of M'Dooaid 
an the field of WagiaaiL 



CHAPTER L 

TACTICS. 

70. Tactics may be defined to be ihe art ofdravom 
ing up, and movirt^ troops systematically. It ad- 
nuts of a classificauon into two divisions. 1. Mi» 
nor or elementary tactics ; under which head may be 
placed all that refers to the drill, and other prepara- 
tory instruction of troops, to give them expertness 
in the use of their weapons, and facility of move- 
ment. 2. Grand tactics ; or the art of combining, 
disposing, and handling troops on the field of battle* 

71. The manner of drawing up troops, or their 
disposition in their primitive order of battle, evi- 
dentlv must depend upon the kind of weapon with 
which they are armed, and their mode of lighting. 
A glance, upon the preceding pages, will show how 
the primitive order of battle has been Dkodified by 
these circumstances, in different nations, and at dif- 
ferent epochs. Without stopping to consider these, 
or to enter into an analysis of the once \exed ques- 
tion respecting the merits of the deep and shallow 
orders, we shall take it as practically solved, for 
the present, by the adoption in all civilized states, 
of the uniform system now in use ; wluch is for in- 
fantry troops, either dispersed, or deployed in lines 
for firing ; and in columns of march, or attack, for 
movements ; — for cavalry, either deployed lines or 
dispersed order for attack, and columns for manoeu- 
vres, and exceptionally for attack. To this it may 
be added, that no soldier, who has made himself 
conversant with the resources of his art, will aViow 
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Iiimself to be trammelled by any exclusive system. 
What the case requires he will do, if coniident of 
his troops ; throwing a deployed line, with the bay- 
onet advanced, upon his enemy, if he jud^s the 
moment propitious ; or charmng impetuousfy, with 
his horse in column, under like circumstances. 

72. The sj^stems of tactics in use in our service 
are tliose of the French; not that opinion is se^• 
tied among our officers on this point ; some pre- 
ferring the English. In favor of the French, it 
may hd said, that there is really more affinity be- 
tween the military aptitude of the American and 
French soldier, than between that of the former 
and the English ; and that the French systems are 
the results of a broader platform of experience, 
subnutted to the careful aimlysis of a body of offi- 
cers, who, for science and skill combined, stand 
unrivalled ; whereas the English owes more to in- 
dividual than to general tiuent; and tiierefore is 
more liable to the defects of individual pride of 
opinion, than where this can onlv be felt in discus- 
sion at the council board, at which its Tnorgve is 
liable to be checked, and its £sLllacies exposed, by 
rival talent 

73. In all tactical combinations, experience has 
shown that for each arm there is a certain numeri- 
cal force, which lends itself best to the essential 
conditions demanded in all troops; — ^which are 
strength, activity, and the faculty of moving in 
any mrection. This force, termed the unit, varies 
in the different arms. In all cases, it should not be 
so great but that all the men of which it is com« 
pos^ may be overlooked by, and be known to, the 
officer in command of it ; and also when drawn up 
in its order of battle, be within reach of his voice. 
These last conditions place a practical limit to the 
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tactical unit ; owing to the extent to which the hu« 
man voice can be (ustincUy heard ; the space taken 
up by each combatant ; and the form and dimen- 
sions of the figure covered on the ground by the 
unit in its order of battle. 

74. The battalion is the unit of the arm of in- 
fantry ; the squadron that of the arm of cavalry; 
and the battery of six guns that of the arm' of ar- 
tillery. 

75. For each of these units, particular subdi- 
visions have been adopted ; and their command in- 
trusted to officers of suitable grade, both to overlook 
and to lead them in the various combinations to 
which the unit may be subjected. For the details 
on all these points, as they do not come within the 
scope of this work, reference may be had to the 
systems of elementary tactics adopted in our ser* 
vice. 

76. The order of battle of the unit is usually 
based upon the nature of the weapon used, and the 
space required for handling it freely. 

77. The habitual order of battle of infantry is in 
two or three ranks. With us, that of two ranks ia 
generally preferred, partly because our battalion is 
small, and therefore requires all the front that can 
be given without presenting a line liable to waver 
at every change of position ; but mainly because 
every musket can be made to tell effectively: a 
point of great importance where the troops, like 
ours generally, are habituated to handling fire- 
arms almost from childhood. 

78. Cavalry is now universally formed in two 
ranks, in order of battle. The efficiency of this 
arm resides in the power of its shock ; and, as in a 
charge, the first rank alone is brought into actual 
contact with the enemy, the only reason for placizig 



35 

I second is to close up gaps made in the front, by 
casualties whilst charging ; and also in the mol^e 
that succeeds the charge, to have a sufficient num- 
ber of sabres in hand to do good service. 

79. The order of battle of artillery is necessarily 
a line of pieces in front ; a second of caissons for 
the supply of immediate wants, and a third line of 
caissons in reserve to the rear, beyond the reach 
of casualties from the enemy's fire. 

80. The subdivisions of the unit have their ha- 
bitual position in the order of battle. This is ne- 
cessary, in order that the mechanism of the unit 
may have that simplicity and uniformity in which 
there will be no difficulty in its being comprehended 
and retained by ordinary minds, to the end that ever? 
movement may be executed with promptitude. Still 
cases may occur in which the requisite rapidity to 
meet an attack, or to move in a given direction, can- 
not be attained without changing the habitual order. 
Such cases are provided for by what are termed 
inversions, in which the subdivisions temporarily 
cliange places and parts. 

81. In all changes of position that demand a dis- 
turbance of the fundamental order of battle of the 
unit, it is broken into its subdivisions, which are 
placed in certain relative positions witli respect to 
each other, according to the object in view. These 
combinations are termed manoeuvres, and their chiet 
object usually is to change the direction of the ihmt 
of the unit, according to the particular exigency. 

82. Manoeuvres, Uke all the rest of the mechan- 
ism pertaining to the unit, should be stamped with 
simplicity and uniformity, for reasons already as- 
signed. The tactics of the present day present, in 
this respect, a remarkable contrast to those of the 
period anterior to it ; which is owing^ ia tns^ ]KQDa!l 
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B,to the little icope left for indlTii , ,,, 
every proposail being snbiiutted to the fonnal exam- 
ination 01 an enlighienod board. Stage spectucles 
alone now occiaionally furnish Bome notiona of 
those whimaies of otden times; so happily hit off 
in the well-linown article of Salmagundi, where 
the atreet'pump ligures as an almost impassable ob- 
Btaolo lo the iJiow soldier of that day. 

83. The foregains ohservations, upon the spirit 
of the nctusl state of tactics, can doubtless convej 
notliing more than a va?ue idea of the subject 
They were introduced with this view only ; ao that 
the young student of the art might have some gew 
eral notion, though a vagne one, of what is pro- 

Cd to be attained, before his mind gets more er 
bewildered in ivliat muat seem, for some lime nt 
least, a maze of technicalities, and mere rote-work, 
— the Hvstema of elementary tactics for conducting 
the drill. 

84. Army Organilaiian. Although not sllo- 
gether withiu the design of this work, a fpw words 
here may be not out of place on anny orsraniza- 
tioit Of all the civilized slates of ChristencEim, we 
are perhaps the least military, though not behind 
Ihe foremost as a warlike one. A sounder era, 
however, is dawning upon na. The desire for war, 
tt) snch, is decreasing, whilst a feeling of Ihe necos- 
dty for being always ready for It is fecoming more 
Benoral, All our battle-fields, up lo the glorious 
feal at Buena-Viata, have proved to the world that 
the American soldier was wanting in no military 
quality, but combined the vivacity of tho French 
with the tenacity of tho English. But this, hiiw- 
ever, could make but little impression npon the 
■oldier^slatesmen of Europe. To bo warlike, dc 
twt render a nation fonnidable to Its neighbo 
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Tliey may dread to attack it, but have no appre- 
hensions from its offensive demonstrations. It was 
reserved for tlie expedition to Vera-Cruz, and its 
sequel, the victory of Cerro-Gordo, to bring into 
strong relief the fact, that we were unostentatiously, 
and almost silently, becoming a powerful military 
state. The lesson will not be lost upon our neigh- 
bors, however slowly we, in the end, may profit by 
it A shout has gone forth from the Rio-Grande, 
and the shores of the Gulf of Mexico, which, heard 
on the Thames and the Seine, has resounded along 
the far-ofi* shores of the Baltic and Black Sea, and 
will reach the farther lud, bearing with it a signifi- 
cance that no prudent statesman will hereafter 
affect to misunderstand. What are the military re- 
sources of this great Republic is no longer a ques- 
tion ; a more thorough organization is alone want- 
ing for their complete development. 

86. Napoleon, at the period of the preparations 
for his descent upon England, had a moment of 
leisure which he could bestow upon his military or- 
ganization. Then, for the first time, it is believed, 
was introduced a systematic organization of grand 
masses, termed Army Corps ; each one comprising 
within itself all the elements of a complete army, 
and apt for any emergeijcy. 

Since then this has served as a type to France, 
and other European states, in their organization. 

86. An army is now composed of one, or more 
army corps, made up of infantry and cavalry ; an 
artillery equipage, comprising several batteries; 
several artillery parks of reserve ; with a grand 
one to which is attached a bridge-train. 

87. Each army corps consists of one, or more 
Divisions ; each division of several Brigades ; the 
bri^e comprising two Regiments. 

4 
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Two batteries of foot-artillery, of six pieces each, 
are attached to each infantry division ; and one ot 
horse-artillery, of the same strength, to each division 
of heavy cavalry. 

Besides, for each army corps of infantry, there is 
a reserve of seveial batteries ; and a few served by 
foot artillery. In some cases, one of the batteries 
of reserve is served by the horse-artillery. 

88. A company of engineer troo})s, termed Sap' 
persjis generally attached to each infantry division; 
and to each infxntry army corps a brigadj of light 
cavalry ; with a company of Pontoniers, wiiich has 
charge of the bridge-train. 

89. In France, each brigade is commanded by a 
'Marecluil d3 Camp, a grade con-esponting to our 

brigadier-general ; each division by a LuatenarUr 
General, which corresponds to our major-general ; 
and an army corps by a Marechal de France, 

90. The jjarticular organization of tho General 
Staff, and the different arms of service, would lead 
to details of no importance hero. The proportion, 
however, of each arm of an anny to the others, is 
a subject of gruat interest, as upon this depends, ir. 
a great degree, the more or less of excellence ir 
the military institutions of a state. 

91. The infantry, from its powers of endurance 
its capabilities for battle in all kinds of ground, and 
its independence of those casualties by which the 
other arms may be completely paralyzed, is placed 
as ihQjlrst arm ; and upon it is based the strength 
of all the others. It generally forms about four* 
fifths of the entire force. 

92. In all states where the military art is justly 
appreciated, the cavalry arm is placecf in the second 
rank to the infantry. To it an army is often in- 
debted for turning the scales of victory, and giving 



39 

A decisive character to the issue. To it. the infan* 
try, when exhausted by fatigue, or broken, often 
owes its safety, and through the respite gained by 
its charges, tinds time to breathe and reform. 
Without it, much of advanced-post duty, patroles, 
and detachment service requiring great celerity, 
would be but badly performed. 

But the arm of cavalry by itself can effect but 
little ; and, in many circumstances, does not suffice 
even for its own safety. The smallest obstacles 
are sufficient to render it powerless ; ii can neither 
attack nor hold a post without the aid of infantry ; 
and at night is alarmed, and justly so, at every 
phantom. 

The proportion borne by the cavalry to the in- 
fantry should vary with the features of the seat of 
war ; being greater in a ckampagne than in a broken, 
or mountainous country. Tne proportion of o/ie- 
fourih of the infantry lor the first, and one-sixth for 
the last, ii generally admitted by received military 
authority as the best. 

93. 'i'he artillery is placed third in rank among 
the arms. Its duties are to support and cover the 
other arms ; keep the enemy from approaching too 
near ; hold him in check when he advances ; and 
prevent him from debouching at particular peints. 
To perform these duties it is considered tliat an al- 
lowance of one piece for each thousand men of the 
other arms, and one in reserve forms the proper 
quota of this arm. It is to be remarked, however, 
that this proportion supposes the other arms in an 
excellent state of organization and discipline. In 
the contrary case, the quota of artillery must be in- 
creased; for it inspires poor troops with confidence, 
as they rely upon it, to keep off the enemy, and to 
eover their retreat. But here arisen «.tvo\)l\<&t ^^aa^* 
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/antage ; as artillery is utterly incapable of defend- 
ing itself, and therefore, when present in an ovef 
proportion, it must necessarily sustain great losses 
m guns and the other materieh 

94. The arm of engineering, although requiring 
more science and a higher grade of talent for \t» 
duties than any other, takes the last place in tacticcU 
considerations. To it is intrusted all that pertains 
to opposing passive obstacles to an enemy's advance, 
and removintj those which he may have raised. To 
it is assigned that most difficult of all tasks to the 
soldier, patient endurance of manual toil, and a dis- 
regard of everything but the work in hand, whilst 
exposed to the enemy's fire. The proportion of 
engineer troops will depend in a great measure 
upon the character of the operations undertaken ; 
being most in sieges, and least in those depending 
mainly on manoeuvres. In the French service, the 
engineers are one-half the strength of the artillery; 
a large number, but rendered necessary by the pe- 
culiar military position of that country. 

95. the troops which compose the three principal 
arms are generally subdivided into two classes, 
"heavy and light ; partly arising from the nature of 
their weapons, and partly from their destination on 
the field of battle. 

96. This subdivision is less marked in the in- 
fantry than in that of the other arms ; for although 
in most foreign armies, a portion of the infantry 
carries a sabre with the musket, still this additional 
weapon is of rather questionable utility; for the 
musket is the one which, under all circumstances 
of attack and defence, will be resorted to. 

97. All infantry now receive the same instruc- 
tion ; but whether a portion of it ought not to be 
reserved especially for the dudes consigned to light 
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troops, is still a disputed point. One thing is cer 
tain, that perfection is more easily reached by con 
fining the individual to one branch of his art, thai 
by requiring him to make himself conversant vvitl: 
the whole. Still it mifjht be often found iiicon- 
venient, at the least, if infantry were not able tc 
perform all the functions required of it. 

98. The service of light infantry often demands 
great individual address, intelligence, and well-de- 
veloped physical powers ; a combination of qualities 
not easily found, and seldom, indeed, without care- 
ful habitual training. Whereas, in infantry of the 
line, the qualities of the individual are of less im- 
portance, as results here depend almost solely upon 
the action of the mass. 

99. The habitual order of battle of light infantry 
is the dispersed order; and whether actinir offen- 
sively or defensively, it depends for its results upon 
the effect of its fire, resorting to -the close order, 
and using the Imyonet, only exceptionally. As 
each individual, although immediately supported 
by his own file-closer, and those on his right and 
left, is still often thrown upon his own resources, 
being obliged to take cover where he can most con- 
veniently find it, he must be a good marksman, 
cool, deliberate, and circumspect ; since it may be- 
come necessary to keep an enemy occupied hours, 
and even days together, pressing on him at one mo- 
ment and yielding to him the next, or holding with 
tenacity, and disputing inch by inch some particu- 
lar point, as it may suit the views of the general in 
command. 

100. In infantry of the line, as success depends 
upon the action of the mass, ensemble, coolness, and. 
determination should characterize all its movements, 
whether it delivers its fire in line, foivi\& Vn cAxsKKOk. 

4* 
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to attack with the hayonet, or throws itself into 
square, to await the charge of the enemy's cavalry, 

101. The duties of light infantry are to open an 
eir»efagcment, and, after it is fairly got under way, 
Ki» keep it going ; turning it to advantage if suc- 
cessful, otherwise breaking it off. In its relations 
to the infantry of the Une, it should cover the 
flanks of the latter ; clear the way for its advance 
by rooting the enemy out of all covers, and then 
holding them if requisite. Upon it devolves aH 
advanced-post, detachment, and advanced and reaiw 
guard service. 

102. To the infantry of the line is confided eve- 
rything whore firmness is the essential requisite ; 
as the attack or defence of key-points, the forma- 
tion of all supports and reserves ; whether on the 
field, or in the attack and defence of posts. 

103. There is a third class of infantry, termed 
riflemfm, which does not form a part proper of the 
arm of infantiy ; partaking, when properly consti- 
tuted, more of the character of partisan than of 
regular troops; being chosen only from that por- 
tion of a population whose habits lead them to a 
daily use of fire-arms, and give them an unerring 
aim. As an auxiliary in the defence of particular 
localities, where they are secure from the attack 
of the bayonet, or of cavalry, and can deliver their 
fire with that deliberation which their weapon de- 
mands, riflemen will often be found invaluable ; aa 
nothing is more dreaded by troops generally tlian 
this lurking, and often invisible foe, whose where- 
about is only divined by the destruction he deals 
around him. 

104. In cavalry, the distinction between heavjf 
and light is moie stronfjly marked, and the func* 
tions of each more clearly defined than in infantry 
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105. The cuirassiers, from their defensive ar« 
mor and heavy aabre, which in both man and horse 
call for great physical powers, constitute the true 
heavy cavalry. The dragoons and hussars belong 
to the light, and the lancers indifferently perform 
the functions of either. 

106. The most essential quality of all cavalry, 
which distinguishes it from all other arms, and 
gives it the faculty of taking an enemy frequently 
at disadvantage, is that of celerity. If to this the 
rider unites boldness, and even, when called for, 
recklessness, it makes of this arm a truly fearful 
one. 

107. Cavalry, to attain its ends, should unite 
several essential conditions ; horses and .weapons 
in good condition ; sufficient depth of ground both 
in front and rear to gather speed for the charge, 
or space for rallying ; to be led boldly but skilfully 
into action ; have its flanks covered against a sur- 
prise ; and be followed by a support, or reserve, to 
cover the retreat, or secure from the effects of con- 
fusion the line chargmg, if brought up unexpect- 
edly by the enemy. 

108. There are qualities which are peculiar to 
each kind of cavalry, growing out of the duties re- 
quired of this arm. To the heavy cavalry, the cwi- 
rassier sans peur, should belong the attribute of 
irresistibility. Apparently as careless and indiffer- 
ent to the maddenii^ strife around, as was le Noir 
Faineant, in the " Gentle and Joyous Passage of 
Arms of Ashby-de-la-Zouche," whilst waiting the 
moment for action ; the cuirassier, when, with sa- 
bre raised, he rushes on his foe, should, like the 
tornado, level all before him, and leave nothing of 
his task unfinished but the gathering of the wreck* 
he leaves in his track. 
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109. The dragoon, when first instituted to coma 
bine the functions both of the foot soldier and cava* 
lier, was found, like most mongrels, to have the 

?ualities of neither in a very serviceable degree, 
le still retains his miisquetoon, and on outpost 
duty, and skirmishing in broken ground, does a sol- 
dier's duty with this weapon. Apt for attacks, 
whether in close order or dispersed, he should lend 
himself to the charge kindly ; and in cases where 
thrown on his own resources, display all the intel- 
ligence, activity, and cu-cumspection of the best 
light infantry. 

110. The dashing bold hussar, that epitome of 
military impudence and recklessness at the tavern, 
should present those qualities in a sublimated form 
on the field. Regardless of fatigue and danger, his 
imagination should never present to itself an ob- 
stacle as insurmountable. On the march, con- 
stantly at the enemy's heels ; in position keeping 
him at all moments on the alert, harassing him 
either with fatigue, or apprehension for the secu- 
rity of his rear and communications ; on the field 
careering with a falcon's speed and glance upon 
his quarry, however it may seek to elude his blow, 
such should be the hussar. 

111. The lancer, like the poet, " is bom not fash- 
ioned." In the hands of the role, the lance, whether 
used to charge in line or in the dispersion of pursuit, 
is a truly fearful weapon ; but to those to whom 
long practice in its use has not made it a second 
nature, it is only embarrassing, and more to be 
avoided by a comrade than by a foeman. Still the 
apprehension of being run tnrough has a powerful 
moral effect upon a man ; and there is no sound 
inore appalling to a flying enemy than '' here come 
the lancers.'* 
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112. As the functions of heavy cavalry are to 
bear down all opposition, and present an impassa- 
ble wall to the enemy's efforts, its duties are con- 
fined to the battle-field ; there, placed in the reserve, 
it is held in hand until the decisive moment arrives, 
when it is launched forth to deal a blow from which 
the enemy hopelessly struggles to recover, either to 
achieve victory, or to fend off utter defeat. 

113. To light cavalry are intrusted the impor- 
tant duties of securing from surprise the flanks of 
the heavy ; to watch over the safety of horse artil- 
lery, and to perform the services required of them 
by infantry divisions, and those of detachment ser- 
vice in general. 

114. The artillery, which had for a long period, 
and even still, preserves the character of eminent 
respectabiUty, has of late years begun to infuse a 
dash of the dare-devil spirit of the cavalier into its 
ranks. If it has not yet taken to charging literally, 
it has, on some recent occasions in our service, 
shown a well-considered recklessness of obstacles 
and dangers, fully borne out by justly deserved 
success. 

116. The distinction between light and heavy in 
this arm arises, not only from the difference of cal- 
ibre in the pieces, but also in a difference of their 
tactical application. 

116. The heavy field calibre is the 12-pounder, 
which is reserved for batteries in position, and is 
seldom shifted during the action. 

117. The light field calibre is the 6-pounder, and 
the 24-pounder howitzer, which are served either by 
foot or horse-artillery, and follow the movements 
of the other arms. 

118. Improvements both in the materiel and the 
tactics of artillery have been very marked within 
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late years. Formerly, considered only in the li^ht 
of an auxiliary on the battle-field, artillery now as- 
pires, and with indisputable claims, to the rank of a 
principal arm. Its decisive effects, at the late batp 
ties on the Rio-Grande,* are supported by testi- 
mony too emphatic to be overiookea. 

119. From the studies required of him, the* artil- 
lerist is well trained to maintain the cliaracteristics 
of his arm ; courage of the highest order, in which 
the physical is always under the control of the 
moral element, producing, as a necessary result, un- 
bounded devotion to the task assigned ; a presence 
of mind that nothing can disturb ; and that coolness 
which no danger, however appalling, can impair. 

120. The tactical applications of artillery on the 
field depend on the calibre. To the heavy are as- 
signed the duties of occupying positions for strength- 
ening the weak points of me field of battle ; for 
securing the retreat of the army ; for defending all 
objects whose possession might be of importance to 
the enemy, as villages, defiles, &c. ; and for over- 
turning all passive obstacles that cover the enemy, 
or arrest the progress of the other arms. 

121. The light pieces, served by foot-artillery, 
follow the movements of the infantry ; covering the 

* In nlludin^ to the late brilliant achievements of our artil- 
lery, it is but jiiHt to call attention to the fiict, that the country 
is indebted for it to the lion. Joel R. Poinsett, l--ite Secretary ot 
War under the administration of President Vun Buren. With- 
out the forethonsht and militsry sagacity of this Hccompli<ihed 
pentlemnn, and bin untiring etfurtn, while in ottice. to promote 
tli'> public simhI and insure its safety if suddenly hrougtit into a 
stiite of war ; the country, in all probability, would h.-ive been 
found, on the brealcinf; out of the Mexican dithcuiiies, in the 
samu dilemmii with rctrard to this mottiniporlKnt arm, as it was 
in some other hardly loss essential points. It is to l>e hoped 
that the maxim so olten idly repeated, and the value of which 
ims here forcibly illustrated, Jn Peace prepare for fVir, may 
■ot again be uited in vain. 
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flanks of its position, preparing the way for its on- 
set, and arresting that of the enemy. • It is of this 
that the principal part of the artillery in reserve is 
composed. 

122. The horse-artillery is held in hand for deci- 
sive moments. When launched forth, its arrival 
and execution should be unexpected and instanta- 
neous. Ready to repair all disasters and partial 
reverses, it, at one moment, temporarily replaces a 
battery of foot, and at the next is on another point 
of the field, to force back an enemy's column. In 
preparing the attacks of cavalry, this arm is often 
mdispensable and always invaluable ; brought with 
rapidity in front of a line, or opposite to squares of 
infantry, v/ithin the range of canister, its well- 
directed fire, in a few discharges, opens a gap, or so 
shakes the entire mass, that the cavalier fmds but a 
feeble obstacle, where, without this aid, he would in 
vain have exhausted all his powers. 



CHAPTER n. 

MAKNKR OF FLACTNCl AND HANDLINa TH0OF9. 

INFANTRY. 

123. Position cmd Formation. On llie field of 
battle, whether the object be to attack, or defend, 
the infantry is divided into three bodies ; an advan- 
ced-guard, the main-body, and a reserve. Their 
relative proportion will depend upon the total force, 
and the character of the position occupied. The 
advanced-guard must be of sufficient strength to 
hold the enemy in check, but, at the same time, 
the main body, upon which the brunt of the action 
should fall, must not be left of insufficient force, by 
unnecessarily increasing the advanced-guard ; and 
the reserve should be strong enough to repair aiw 
disaster that may befall the main body ; or to prom 
by its success in accomplishing the complete ovei" 
throw of the enemy. 

124. These three bodies are separated from each 
other by intervals which wilb depend upon tlie na- 
ture of the ground. The advanced-guard occupy- 
ing the front; the main-body at a distance from 
160 to 300 paces in its rear; and the reserve at a 
like interval to the rear of the main body. Where 
the ground, for example, is undulating, and therefore 
favorable to masking the troops from the enemy's 
fire, these intervals may, if requisite, be reduced to 
80 or 100 paces. 

125. The troops composing these three bodies 
will be formed either in columns of battalions, or 



be deployed, according to the circumstances under 
iHdiicn they may be placed. For an attack, for evo- 
lution, or for defence against cavalry, the formations 
of columns of battalions is best. To repel the 
enemy's attack by a fire, and in some cases, to pre- 
sent a loss favorable mark to his artillery, the bat- 
talions are deployed. The battalions, whether de- 
ployed or in column, preserve the proper intervals 
for evolutions ; these intervals may be increased in 
obBtructed ground without weakening the defence. 

126. The battalions composing the main-body 
may be drawn up in one or two hnes. The latter 
usually obtains only when a large force is present. 
In this case the reserve no longer holds the position 
of a third line, as in the other ; but forma an inde- 
pendent body, to be used according to the emer« 
gency ; the second line supporting the battalions of 
3je first, and, for this purpose, occupying positions 
to the rear, opposite to their intervals. 

127. Defence, When the position is taken up 
to receive flie enemy's attack, and then either to re- 
main on the defensive, or to assume the ofiensive, 
as circumstances may justify, the advanced-guard 
will be posted on the ground most favorable to hold 
the enemy in check, and so force him, by disputing 
it with tenacity, to develope his means and plans. 
This is best done by a judicious combat of skir- 
mishers, who, for this purpose, are thrown forward 
300 or 400 paces, to feel the enemy, and are only 
reinforced when closely pressed. 

128. Whether the advanced-guard shall maintain 
its ground obstinately until reinforced by the main- 
body, or whether it shall fall back, either on the 
flanks or to the rear of the main-body, must be de- 
termined by the strength of its position. If this be 
10 strong that the enemy's loss in carrying it must 

6 
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be gieat, then it should be pertinaciously main* 
t&ined ; in the contrary case it must, after a suita* 
ble show of resistance, be abandoned. 

129. As a general rule, troops should be placed 
as much out of view as practicable before they go 
into action, by taking advantage of covers olTered 
by the ground. The main-body should be kept 
masked in tliis way until it is called to engnge the 
enemy. If it advance to support the advanced- 
guarci, it will usually attack with the bayonet ; if 
the advanced-guard is called in, the main-body will 
usually receive the enemy by its fire; the battalions 
being deployed for this purpos .^ If the enemy is 
staggered by this fire, or, in advancing, shows, by 
the wavering or confusion of his line, a want of 
confidence, the fire may be followed up either by a 
charge of the troops in line ; or thi'.y may be formed 
in columns of attack b?foro charging, if the enemy 
perseveres in his onward movement. A charge by 
a column, when the enemy is within 60 paces, will 
prove effective, if resolutely made. 

130. The reserve is composed of the most reli- 
able troops. It should be distinguished for cool 
courage ; acting under all circumstances, either de- 
fensive or offensive, with circumspection and de- 
termined resolution. 

As the object of the reserve is to infuse greater 
energy into the action of the main-body, and, if ne- 
cessary, to strike a last and decisive blow, it should 
be kept masked from the enemy's tire and view 
until called into action. The proper moment for 
engaging the reserve is either when the enemy has 
been shiGcen in his attack by the resistance offered 
by tlie main-body, or when the latter is unable far- 
ther to resist the enemy's efforts. If engaged too 
•oon, the resistance ofiered to the reserve may pre- 
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?ent its making a decisive blow ; if not engaged in 
time, the msin-body may be too far exhausted and 
disorganized to rally. 

In cases where the reserve forms a second line, 
to support the main-body, it should approach the 
first line when it becomes engaged, to be ready to 
replace it when circumstances may render it neces- 
sary. The advanced-guard, in such cases, should 
retire to the rear, to act as a reserve. 

131. Attack. In the attack of infantry, the same 
fundamental dispositions are made as for the defen- 
sive. The advanced-guard will not throw forward 
its skirmishers until they are near enough to en- 
gage tlie ontmy. The line of skirmishers should 
be strongly suriported, and will press the enemy 
with vigor and without relaxation. If the force 
engaged be small, the main-body will regulate its 
movements by those of the line of skirmishers ; if 
considerable, the reverse will obtain. 

132. The main-body and reserve follow in col- 
umn the advanced-guard, preserving the requisite 
intervals. The columns should take every advan- 
tage of the ground to mask their movements ; get- 
ting rapidly over any where they are much ex- 
posed to tiro. So soon as the advanced-guard is 
checked, it will fall back either on the flanks of 
the columns, or to the rear; and the main-body 
will bo immediately brought into action, either by 
deploying and opening its fire, or by a vigorous 
charge with the bayonet. If the main-body falters 
in its attack, or gives any signs of want of resolu- 
tion, the reserve should advance at once through 
tlie intervals, and make a vigorous charge with the 
bayouot. 

1 33. If the attack by the main-body is made wilh 
the bayonet, the interval between it and the col- 
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nmns of the reserve may be lessened, to 80 or 100 
paces. The flanks of the columns of attack, and 
the intervals between them, should be occupied by 
skirmishers. This is an important precaution ; as, 
by forcinff the enemy to deliver his fire before the 
columns have reached within a destructive range, 
the main obstacle to their onward movement will 
be removed. 

134. Pursuit. If the assailed retires, the pur- 
suit must be conducted with system and in good 
order. The line nearest the enemy will throw for- 
ward a few troops in pursuit ; which, in most cases, 
will be preceded by skirmishers. The line in close 
order, will follow these troops until it attains a good 
position to receive the enemy, should he make an 
offensive movement, when it will be halted and 
formed ^n readiness for action. A pursuit by in- 
fantry alone cannot be pushed far, even should the 
enemy retire without any order, or show of resist- 
ance, as the retreating force will soon distance their 
pursuers. 

136. Retreat, When, either in the defensive, or 
offensive, it becomes necessary to retire, the first 
point to be attended to is to withdraw the troops 
engaged; either to a good position to their rear, 
where they can halt and face the enemy, or else 
behind the line in their rear, which should hold the 
assailants in check, and allow the retreating troops 
to fall back in good order. Having fairly got dis- 
engaged, dispositions must be promptly made to 
withdraw from the field. This may be done by 
the entire force moving off together, if the enemy 
shows no disposition to follow up his success with 
energy; or, m the contrary case, by retiring by 
successive portions ; the line which withdraws fall- 
ing some 160 paces to the rear of the one by which 
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It is covered, whilst falling back, and then forming, 
U C4»vor in turn the retreat of the latter. 

The dispositions made in the retreat will depend 
entirely uj)on tho character of the enomy's pursuit, 
and the fiialures of the ground. It will usually be 
marie in columns, covered by skirmishers, if the 
pursuit is made by infantry alone ; if by cavalry, 
the retreat must be made with great circumspec- 
tion ; tlie troops retiring slowly and in good order, 
adopting the formation against cavalry ; never has- 
tening the march, unless very near a good position 
for defence, wliich should be attained as rapidly as 
po«sible, unless closoly pressed by the cavalry. 

13H. If it be necessary to continue the retreat 
for some marches, under the eye of the enemy, a 
rear-guard must be formed ; selecting, from a fourth 
to a third of the entire force, for this service. The 
main duty of the rear-guard is to hinder the enemy 
from pressing too closi^ly on the main-body ; and it 
should therefore, under no circumstances, allow 
itself to be torced back upon the main-body. The 
dispositions adopted by the rear-guard will depend 
upon the features of the ground ; its rear will usu- 
ally be covered by a line of skirmishers. The rear- 
guard will keep within good supporting distance of 
the main-body ; and, when pressed by the enemy, 
the latter, whenever a favorable position offers, wUl 
halt and form ; to cover the former, and force the 
enemy to greater circumspection. 

137. Measures for protracting an Engafrement. 
In the attack, as in the defence, it may frequently 
become an object to protract an engagement, with- 
out coming to any decisive result ; either for the 
purpose of holding a position for a certain time, to 
favor other objects, as the arrival of reinforcements ; 
or to occupy an adversdry upon one point whilst a 

6* 
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decisive blow is pi:eparing on another. This game 
can be played only upon ground favorable to alter- 
nations from the defensive to the offensive; and 
should only be intrusted to troops thoroughly con- 
versant with the duties of skirmishers. The main- 
body is kept some two thousand paces to the rear 
of the skirmishers in such affairs ; taking advan- 
tage of the ground, and making suitable dispositions 
of the troops to avoid the effects of the enemy's ar- 
tillery. Small columns are tlirown forward be- 
tween itself and the troops engaged, which take 
post in covered ground, to be at hand to support 
the skirmishers. The troops engaged should be 
promptly reinforced, when tne enemy presses on- 
ward ; and attempts should be made, by charging 
him in flank, to force him to retire. The troops in 
action should be frequently relieved, and the oppor- 
tunity should be seized, when the fresh troops come 
up, to make an onward movement on the enemy, 
and force him from any points he may have gained. 
138. Defence against Cavalry, When infantry 
is threatened by cavaliy, the proper formation to re- 
pel its charge is that of squares. If but one square 
18 formed, it must rely on its own resources to beat 
off the enemy; but when there are several they 
may give mutual support, by bringing a flank fire 
from one upon a force advancing on either of the 
two contiguous to it. The safety of infantry against 
cavalry vail depend upon the preservation of perfect 
coolness, good order, and connection in the ranks ; 
the avoidance of any precipitaie movements which 
might bring about a surprise ; and the husbanding 
of Its ammunition, and reservation c»f its fire untfl 
the enemy is within a deadly r^nge. Well disci- 
plined infantry, whilst in position, and when not ex- 
posed to a fire of artillery, may securely trust to ita 



own resources to repnise the best cavalry, so long aa 
it adopts the proper precautions. If annoyed, aa 
sometimes may happen, by the fire of a few horse- 
men, advanced to draw the fire of the squares, it will 
be better to throw out some skirmishers, ten or 
twelve paces from the squares, to keep off such 
attacks, than to open a fire from the squares. 

139. Drfence, dj-c. against Artillery, Infantry 
may take advantage, either of covers presented by 
the features of the CTound, or of occasionally shifting 
its position, to avoid the fire of artilleiy . Very slight 
ondulations, or obstructions, like me low banks 
along the borders of ditches, will serve to cover 
troops, by causing the shot to rise above them. If 
DO covers are at hand, the chances of casualties, 
when within point-blank range, may be diminished 
bv moving forward, or backward, some 50 paces ; 
if the fire be a ricochet, the position should be shifted 
some 50 paces to the ri^ht or left. The enemy's 
batteries may be annoyed, and sometimes be forced 
to change their position, by sending out good marks- 
men, who advance singlv to within some 250 paces 
of them; where, lying down, they can pick off the 
officers, men and horses. 

140. Attack of Artillery, Whenever it is found 
necessary to carry a battery by the bayonet, the 
troops for this duty are divided into two detachments ; 
one of which is charged with capturing the ^uns, 
and the other with attacking the supports of the 
battery. 

The dispositions made by the detachment which 
moves against the guns will be the usual one of 
skirmishers ; the line surrounding the battery, and 
opening their fire upon it when within about 250 
paces, taking advantage for this purpose of any 
covers, to screen the men. The supports of the 
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Jne of skirmishers should be kept well to tlie rear 
to be ready against a flank movement on the line. 
[f this mancBuvre succeeds in drawing tiie fire of 
the guns, and any confusion is observed among the 
men, then a rush must be immediately made upon 
them with the bayonet. 

The detachment against the supports of the bat- 
tery will make its dispositions according to the kind 
of troops which compose the supports. If of infan- 
try, the detachment to seize the guns, divided into 
two portions, will advance either in line, or column, 
as may be best, on the flanks of the line of skir- 
mishers; gradually getting in advance of it, and 
closing on the flanks of the battery, so as to attack 
the supports in flank ; or else they may keep to the 
rear of the line of skirmishers, in order to tempt the 
supports to move forward, and thus mask the tire 
of their guns. If the supports are of cavalry, the 
detachment, divided into two columns, will tbllow 
the line of skirmishers, in rear of the flanks ; to cover 
It against a charge of the cavalry. 

CAVJLLRY. 

141. Position, This arm is usually placed in 
the rear of the infantry, on ground favorable to its 
manoeuvres, and where it wul be masked from tire 
until the moment arrives to bring it into action; 
here, if acting on the defensive, the cavalry watches 
its opportunity to support the other troops, driving 
back the enemy, by prompt and vigorous charges, 
when these are hard pressed ; or, if on the oflensive, 
biding its time, to rush upon the assailant, and com- 
plete nis destruction ; when his ranks commence to 
waver or show signs of disorganization from the 
assaults of the other arms 
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142. Formation, . The habitital fonnation of 
cavalry for the attack is in a line of two ranks, with 
a reserve, or support to its rear. The supports are 
indispensablv requisite to guard against those 
chances of danger to which cavalry is particularly 
exposed, if attacked in turn, when in a state of par- 
tial disorganization, after a successful charge ; or 
when threatened by an offensive movement against 
its flanks. The supports ofler a safeguard against 
either of these dangers; for, if the front line is 
brought up by the enemy, after a successful charge, 
it can retire and rally in the rear of the supports ; 
and if the enemy makes a movement against the 
danks, the supports, placed behind them and in 
column, can form and anticipate the enemy's charge. 
For the foregoing reasons, cavalry should not give 
way to a headlong pursuit after a successful charge, 
unless its supports are at hand; and, in cases 
where a charge is made without supports, a portion 
only should engage in pursuit, the rest being rallied 
to form a support. 

143. Cavaby is seldom called on to use fire- 
arms. When on out-post service, or acting on the 
defensive on ground unfavorable to charging, a por- 
tion of the force may be dispersed as Bankers, to 
hold the enemy in check by their fire. In this case 
their movements are related in the same way as 
other skirmishers. 

144. Defence, The defensive qualities of cavalry 
lie in the offensive. A body of cavalry which waits 
to receive a charge of cavalry, or is exposed to a fire 
of infantry, or artillery, must either retire, or be 
destroyed. This essential quality of cavalry ren- 
ders its services invaluable in retreats where the 
enemy pursues with vigor. In such cases it should 
be held in constant readiness to take advantage of 
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eveiy spot favorable to its action ; and, by short and 
energetic charges, force the 'enemy to move with 
circumspection. 

145. AUcLck against Infantry, So 'ong as in- 
fantry maintains its position firmly, particularly if 
the ground is at all unfavorable to the movements 
of cavalry, the chances are against a successful at- 
tack by the latter. Cavalry should therefore either 
wait patiently until a way is prepared for its ac- 
tion, by a fire of artillery on the enemy's infantry ; 
or until the infantry has become crippled and ex- 
hausted by being kept in action for some time ; or 
else, watching its opportunity, make a charge whilst 
the infantry is in motion, so as to surprise it before 
it can form to receive the attack. 

Cavalry should direct its charge on that point of 
the enemy's infantry where it will itself ho exposed 
to the least column of fire. If the infantry is in line, 
the charge should be made on one of its flanks ; if 
in square, on one of the angles of the square ; and 
when several squares are formed, so as to afford 
mutual support by their fire, selecting the squares 
on the flanks as most vulnerable, from their po- 
sition. 

146. The formation usually recommended for 
charging against squares, is that of three squa (irons 
in line at double distance; the leading squadron 
being followed by the others, either directly in its 
rear; or else the squadrons maybe formed in ocho- 
lon, successively overlapping each other by about 
the front of a platoon. The angle of tho squ itms 
charged by each squadron in succession, if the 
charge of the one preceding it fails ; the repulsed 
■quadrons each wheeling to the right, or lefl on re- 
tiring ; to leave the way clear for its successor. A 
foorm squadroQ in column follows those in line ; to 
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surround the square and male prisoners if it should 
be broken by the charge. 

147. To draw the fire of the infantry before 
charging, a few skilful flankers may be thrown 
forward, to open a fire on the square. Stratagem 
may also be tried, by moving along the front of the 
infantry, at some 400 paces, and the i charging, if 
it is tempted to throw away its fire at this distance. 
In an attack where several squares are in line, if 
one fires to second another it should be instantly 
charged. 

148. Attack against Artillery. In attacks against 
artillery, the detachment of cavalry should be di- 
vided into three bodies ; one-fourth of the detach- 
ment being charged with canying the guns ; one- 
half to attacjc the supports of the battery ; and the 
remaining fourth acting as a reserve, to cover the 
parties in advance, from an offensive movement 
against their flanks, or rear. 

The party to secure the guns make their attack 
in dispersed order, and endeavor to gain the flanks 
of the battery. When the battery has a fair sweep 
over the ground along which they must advance, 
they should, by manoeuvring and false attacks, try 
to confuse the artillerists, and draw their fire before 
making their charge. 

The attack against the support of the battery 
will be directed in the usual manner; the party 
mancBuvring to gain their flanks. 

ARTILLERY. 

149. Position. The manner of placing artil- 
lery and its employment must be regulated by ita 
relative importance under given circumstances, 
with respect to the action of the other arms. 



In the defensive, the princinal part Is nsnnlly a** 
eigDed to the artillery ; and [lie positions taken up 
by the other arms will, therelbro, be subordinate to 
tnoae of this Bnii. In uSbnEdve movements the re- 
veise generally obtains. 

160. Defenee. In defensive jrosilions the sepii- 
rity of the liatterieB ia of tbekst importance. Un- 
less the batteries are on pcutits witich ate inscces' 
aiblo to the enemy's cavalry and infantry, they must 
be placed nnder the protection of the olhei lTX«ps, 
and be outflanked by them. 

As in the defenuve, we should he prepared to re- 
ceive the enemy on every point ; the batteries must 
be distribated along the entire front of the posilioD 
occu|Ned, and on those points from which they can 
obtain a good sweep over the avenues of approach 
to it ; the guns being masked, when Ihb ground fa- 
vors, from the enemy's view, tindl the pioper mo- 
ment arrives for opming their fire. 

151. The distance between the batteries should 
not be much over 600 paces ; bo that by their fire 
Ihey may cover well the ground inlorvcnine ' " 
tween them, and afibrd mutual siipport ; the li 
' pins being placed on the moreealient pointsof 
&ont, from their shorter range and greater facil 
of manffiuvring; the heavier gnnn on the more 
^red points. Guns of various calibre should not 
placed in the same battery. A sufficient interval 
should also be left between batteries of different 
calibre ; lo prevent the enemy from jiidfjinp, by the 
varia lions in the effbct of the shot, of the weight of 
metal of the batteries. 

Those posidons for batteries shonH be avoided 
from which the shot must pass ever other ITioops,to 
Mtnin the enemy. And those should be sought fb( 
frum wliich a fire can be maintained until the ' 
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has approached even within good musket-range oC 
them. 

Where the wings of a position are weak, batte^ 
lies of the heaviest calibre should be placed to ae* 
cure them. 

162. A sufficient number of pieces — selecting 
for the object in view horse-artillery in preference- 
to any other — should be held in reserve for a mo* 
ment of need ; to be thrown upon any point where' 
the enemy's progress threatens danger; or to bo- 
used in covering the retreat. 

163. The coUection of a large number of pieces 
in a single battery, is a dangerous arrangement ;■ 
particularly at the outset of an engagement. The 
exposure of so many guns together might present 
a strong inducement to the enemy to make an 
effort to carry the battery ; a feat the more Ukely to- 
succeed, as it is difficult either to withdraw the 
guns, or change their position promptly, after their 
lire is opened ; and one which, if successful, might 
entail a fatal disaster on the assailed, from the los9 
of so many pieces at once. 

164. In all defensive dispositions the ammunition 
should be most carefully husbanded. A fire should 
uever be opened until the enemy is within good 
range ; and, when once opened, be continued with 
perseverance and coolness up to the last moment iQ 
which it can be made effective. 

166. Attack, In the outset of (tensive move^ 
ments, good positions should be selected for the 
heaviest pieces, from which they can maintain a 
strong fire ou the enemy until the lighter pieces and 
the columns of attack are brought into action. 
These positions should be taken on the flanks of the 
ground occupied by the assailant, or on the centre, 
if more favorable to the end to be attained. In all 
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cases, wide intervals should be left between the heavy 
batteries and the otlier troops; in order that the 
latter may not sufFjr from the return fire which the 
assailed will probably open on the batteries. For 
the same reason, care shoukl be taken not to place 
other troops behind a point occupied by a battery, 
where tliey would bo exposed to tlie return lire of 
the assailed ; when this cannot be avoided, the 
troops should be so placed as to be covered by any 
undulation of tlie ground ; or else be deployed in 
line to lessen the ettects of the shot. 

166. The artillery which moves with the col- 
tvumns of attack, should be divided into several 
Btrong ba;teries; as the object in this case is to 
produce a decisive impression upon a few points of 
the enemy's line; by bringing an overwhelming 
fire to bt>ar upon those points. These batteries 
dhould keep near enough to the other troops to be 
in safety from any attempts of the assailed to cap- 
ture them. Their usual positions will be on tiie 
flanks and near the heads of the columns of attack ; 
the intervals between the batteries being sufficient 
for the free manoeuvres of the other troops, in large 
bodies. The manoeuvres of these batteries should 
be made with promptitude ; so that no time may be 
lost for the action of their fire. They should get 
rapidly over unfavorable ground to good positions 
for tiring, and maintain these aa long as possible ; 
detaching, in such cases, a few pieces to accom- 
pany tlie columns of attack, in all Uie move- 
ments of the batteries, great care should be taken 
not to place them so that tlicy shall in tlie least 
impede the operations of the other troops. 



CHAPTER m. 

POSITIONS. 

167. Among the most important modern addi- 
tions to the military art, is that of topography, oi 
the study of tlie natural features of positions, with 
a view to turn them to account in the first disposi- 
tions for battle, and its various succeeding phases. 

168. It is only by this study that the coup d^aU 
militaire, or the art of di-ij^sing troops in harmony 
with the ground on which they are to act, can be 
brought to any high degree of perfection; what^ 
ever may be the natural gifts of the individual. 

169. This study is not altogether of modem 
origin. Among the ancients, some of the Greek 
generals have given evidence of a feeling of its im- 
portance; as in the examples of Epaminondas, 
Xenophon, Alexander, and particularly of Philopo- 
men. The Romans, although having adopted an 
order of battle which lent itself better to varied 
features of ground tlian that of rthe Greeks, still 
showed but little knowledge of tliis branch, until 
after the wars with Pyrrhus, when the art of Cas- 
trameiation underwent some change with them. 

160. The tactics which grew out of the French 
Revolution gave to topography great prominence ; 
and no general perhaps has ever displayed more 
consummate attainments in this respect than Na- 
poleon ; whose descriptive memoirs, particularly of 
the Alps, are considered as models for all graphic 
writings; presenting with clearness and compre- 
hensiveness, a picture that the mind's eye r;aniioft 
£eiil to seize. 
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161. The term Position is applied to any grouno 
taken up by a body of troops either to make, or to 
receive an attack. 

162. To select a position nnderstandingly, an 
officer must possess a thorough practical knowl- 
edge of the tactical combinations of the different 
arms ; their respective qualifications for the offen- 
sive and defensive ; and of the adaptation of ground 
to their particular mancBuvres. 

163. in choosing a position, the ground must 
be examined not only with respect to its peculiar 
suitableness to the object in view, but also with 
reference to the influence of that in its vicinity 
upon this object. 

164. The first point to be looked to is the extent 
of the position. This should be such that, deduc- 
tion made of the advanced-posts, and of the reserve, 
its front and flanks shall present an unbroken line 
of troops, from which a close and well-sustained 
fire can be brought upon all points by which these 
can be approached. 

Iq estimating the front of a position, an allow- 
ance of about 180 yards may be made for each bat- 
talion, from 600 to 700 strong ; about 60 yards for 
each squadron of horso of 48 files, the nocessary 
intervals between these units being included in this 
estimate ; and from 12 to 20 yards for the interval 
between the pieces of a battery. 

In estimating the depth, an allowance of 600 to 
800, yards at least, should be made from th^ front 
to the rear ; in order that the two lines and tiie re- 
serve may be posted in suitable relative positions 
for good support. 

166. The position should ofler no features by 
which the prompt movement of troops from one 
point to anotlier, for mutual support, might be ol>- 
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Btnicted. Its debouches to the front for offensive 
movements, as well as those to its rear in case of 
retreat, should be ample. It should be beyond the 
effective cannon range of commanding heights both 
on its front and flanks. 

166. The flanks, being the weakest points of a 
body of troops, must be secured from being turned, 
or attacked; by resting them upon some strong 
natural feature of the position, as a river, precipice, 
&c., which the enemy can neither turn, nor seize 
upon ; or else on some point that will afford suffi- 
cient means of prolonging the resistance to enable 
reinforcements to reach it in time, as an intrenched 
village,* a field work, &c. When the flanks can- 
not be secured in either of these ways, they must 
be strengthened by an accumulation of troops upon 
them ; to offer a vigorous resistance to the enemy 
should he attempt an attack. 

167. Posilions for the Defensive. When a posi- 
tion is taken up to maintain a strictly defensive 
attitude, the natural features of its front should be 
of a character to prevent an enemy from approach- 
ing in good order ; and to enable the assailed to 
dispute, with advantage, every foot of ground. 
The enemy, moreover, should not be able to turn 
the position, when it is unavoidably exposed to this 
manoeuvre, without great risk to his own safety, by 
an offensive movement of the assailed on his flanks, 
or rear. 

168. The manner of disposing and handling 
troops in a defensive position will mainly depend 
upon its natural features. The only rule that can 
be laid down is, to post the different arms upon 
ground best adapted to their respective tactics; 

• See Chapters Vn, IX, X, and XT, Mahan^s F'eld Fortlflca 
tion, on Intrenchiuents, &c., of 1'osUlon.ft^ &&, 



&nd in such relative positions as to afford mntual 
support, and not impede each other's movements. 

169. The obstructions on the front and flanks of 
the position will be occupied by the advanccil-guard, 
formed of light troops of each arm, if the ground is 
favorable to their combined action ; for the purpose 
of observing the enem)% and holding him in check 
if he makes an onward movement. 

170. The main-body of the infantry will occupy 
every point, between the obstacles on which the 
flanks rest, in such a manner that no intervals 
shall be presented through which the enemy can 
penetrate without being exposed to a close and 
powerful line of fire. 

171. The artillery will be placed on those points 
where it can have a commanding view of the ground 
in advance of the position, and sweep by its tire tlio 
approaches of the enemy, both in front and flunk. 

172. The cavalry, posted in rear of the infantry, 
should occupy ground upon which it can make 
eflTective charges, to support the infantry when 
pressed by the enemy. 

173. In posting troops on obstructed ground, care 
should be taken not to place them on points where 
they can only be idle spectators of the combat; 
either from the impossibility of their bcin^r ap- 
proached .by the enemy, or from their not being 
able to join the enemy at the proper moment. In 
like manner, those points should be avoided where, 
from obstacles in their rear, the safety of the troops 
might be compromised in case of retreat. When- 
ever it becomes necessary to dispute the possession 
of the latter class of points with the cn^^my, the 
avenues to the rear must be occupied by detach- 
ments of sm'table strength, to secure tlie retreat of 
the troops in advance. 
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174. In order that the necessary manoeuvres may 
be promptly executed, without confusion; and to 
avoid offerinjsr a mark that might attract the enemy's 
fire, and occasion useless exposure ; no more troops 
should be placed on any point tiian its defence may 
indispensably require; and whenever it becomes 
requisite to strengthen a weak point, by an accu- 
muUtion of troops upon it, every advantage should 
be taken of the undulations, or other accidents of 
the ground, to mask them from the enemy's fire un- 
til the moment arrives for bringing them into ac-> 
tion. 

175. The value of obstacles, as supports for the 
flanks, or as obstructions in the front, or rear of a 
position, is altogether relative ; and depends on the 
number of troops. A veiy slight obstacle on a 
flank, which will serve to hold the enemy in check 
but a few minutes, may answer all the purposes of 
a small body of troops ; by enabling them to make 
such chan^jres in their dispositions as the na.ture oi 
the case may call for ; whereas a larger body, un- 
der like circumstances, might be overwhelmed on 
their flank before they could make suitable ma- 
noeuvres to prevent it. A broken, obstructed coun- 
trv to the rear, presenting few and narrow avenues 
of retreat, might be fatal to a large body of troops 
forced to retire in the face of an enemy ; v/hereas, 
to a small body, the same features of ground might 
present many points where strong positions could 
DO momentarily taken up to hold the enemy in 
check, and force him to pursue slowly and circum- 
spectly. 

176. When it is found that the enemy is moving 
upon the position, the advanced-guard makes suit- 
able dispositions to hold him in check ; by occupy- 
ing with its skirmishers all thebbstaclos in U&iTCfQl 



68 

and flanks ; when forced to retire upon the main 
position, these troops concentrate more and more 
as they approach it, taking care not to mask the 
fire, or impede the action of the main-body. 

177. The artillery will only open its fire when 
the enemy is within a destructive range ; it will 
then concentrate its efforts against the columns of 
attack ; not replying to the fire of the enemy's bat- 
teries, unless it becomes urgent to do so, from their 
effects upon the other troops. The artillery will 
maintain its positions with pertinacity, as long as 
possible; watching its opportunities, during the 
different phases of Sie action, to support and succor 
the other arms ; as, for example, when it becomes 
necessary to replace the front line of infantry by 
the reserve ; to advance the cavalry ; when the 
other arms are obstinately disputing a decisive 
point ; or when the enemy abandons the attack. 
The great mobility of field-artiller}', owing to the 
more recent improvements, places it in the power 
of this arm to act with groat boldness in support of 
the others. The ground over which the guns may 
be required to move, for this purpose, should be well 
examined, before tlie attack commences, by the 
officer commanding the artillery ; that no delays 
may occur in bringing them into action upon the 
woper point at the proper moment. 

178. The main-body of the infantry should not 
open its fire until it can be thrown in with deadly 
effect. If the enemy, unchecked by the fire, still 
pushes forward, he must be met by a charge, either 
m line, or column, from the point menaced ; a por- 
tion of the reserve immediately closing the interval 
led by the troops making the charge. 

179. The reserve should not be brought into ac- 
tion unless its co-operation is indispensable for ob* 
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taining some decisive result; as forcing the enemy 
back from some important point from which the 
main-body has been compelled to retire ; or cover- 
ing the retreat of the main-body, until it can rally 
and form again in the rear. 

180. The cavalry must be in readiness, from its 
position, to act promptly, either against any attempt 
upon the flanks of the infantry ; or to profit by any 
faults, or disorder of the enemy. If the enemy 
throws forward small detachments without support- 
ing them properly, or advances his main-line with- 
out securing his flanks, or shows symptoms of con- 
fusion in his infantry, the opportunity should not be 
lost by the cavalry. In all movements of the in- 
fantrv, either in advancing or retiring, the cavalry 
should be at hand to cover it from a sudden attack. 

181. If the enemy is beaten ofl^, pursuit is made, 
either by the cavalry or by detachments of mfantry, 
according to the features of the ground ; whilst the 
main-body is promptly rallied, and placed in po- 
sition, to receive the enemy should the attack be 
renewed. 

182. The dispositions for a retreat will depend 
upon the circumstances under which it may be 
made. When the troops retire by successive lines, 
the greater portion of the artillery should always 
be in the line nearest the enemy, and between the 
battalions ; the remainder being in the second line, 
ready to repulse any flank attack. The cavalry is 
posted in rear of the second line, either upon one, 
or both wings, to be in readiness for a charge at 
any moment. 

183. When the entire force moves off together, 
the rear is secured by a rear-guard of the best 
troops, composed of one, or several arms, as the 
circumstances of the ground may require. The 
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rear-guard will profit by the features of the ground 
to check the enemy ; but will be careful not to lose 
time, by prolonging unnecessarily the resistance on 
any point ; as this might bring the main force of the 
enemy upon it. 

184. Great circumspection should be shown in 
retreating through obstructed ground ; in watching 
the enemy's movements on the flanks ;"and in timely 
securing defiles leading to the rear ; to prevent the 
enemy from cutting off the retreat. 

186. Attack, An enemy may be made to aban- 
don a defensive position, either by driving him from 
it ; or by manoeuvring to turn it, and so force him 
to fall back to secure his line of communications. 
In attempting the latter plan, it should not be for- 
gotten that the assailant is, to a greater or less de- 
gree, exposed to the same danger as his adversary, 
who, if active and enterprising, may turn the tables 
on him. 

The celebrated battle of Rivoli, in which a por- 
tion of the Austrian force turned the flank of the 
French position, and was there obliged to lay down 
their arms, — Napoleon, using on that occasion, 
when these troops were discovered in his rear, one 
of those magical expressions, " T/wse are ours,^* 
by which he so well understood how to electrify 
the soldier, — is a remarkable example on this head. 
The battle of Buena- Vista, where the Mexicans, 
after turning the flank and gaining the rear of our 
troops, barely escaped a similar fate, is another ; 
whilst that of Cerro-Gordo is as remarkable for the 
masterly and admirable manner in which the ene- 
my's position was turned and carried, although 
resting upon ground which was fairly deemed im- 
practicable by him. 

186. In planning the attack of a position, atteiH 
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lion must, in the first place, be directed to those 
points in which its main-strength resides, and for 
this reason termed the key-points, the loss of which 
vnW force the assailed to re|:ire. As the assailed 
will probably put forth all his efforts to maintain 
these points, their attack will demand corresponding 
exertions on the part of the assailant ; and should 
be made only with troops of the best character. 

187. In the second place, those points must be 
carefully examined, which, by their fire, flank the 
position ; as an advance upon its front cannot be 
made without great loss and hazard of success until 
the assailed is dislodged from them. 

188. Finally, points which are weak, either from 
the features of the groimd, or from a faulty dispo- 
sition of the troops ; as approaches which are badly 
swept by the fire of the assailed ; an exposed flank 
with too few troops ; or a point where they are not 
properly placed for mutual support. 

189. The main effort of the assailant is seldom 
directed against more than one polllt of the position ; 
that one being usually selected which, if carried, will 
lead to the most decisive results ; as, for example, 
one of the flanks, when not resting upon any strong 
obstacle^. But the main attack is always com- 
bined with demonstrations upon some other point ; 
both with a view of deceiving the assailed as to the 
real point of attack, and to prevent him from with- 
drawing troops from other points to strengthen the 
one menaced. 

190. These demonstrations, or false attacks are, 
in some cases, made by the advanced-guard of the 
assailant, after driving in that of the assailed ; in 
others, by a special detachment. In the latter case, 
the detachment should seldom exceed a fourth of 
the entire force ; and should be composed of troo^ 
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of each arm ; both for its own safety against any 
offensive movement, and to present to the assailed 
a likelihood of danger. 

191. The advanced-guard, composed of light 
troops of each arm, commences the attack, by driv- 
ing in the advanced posts of the assailed ; keeping 
within supporting distance of the main-body, and 
occupying such points . as may be necessary to 
cover its mancEuvres, or to secure its retreat in 
case of failure. If a reconnoissance of the posi- 
tion has not been previously made, it will be ef- 
fected under cover of the movements of the ad- 
vanced-guard. 

192. The artillery takes position where it can 
silence the batteries of the assailed, and prepare 
the way for the advance of the other troops. The 
infantry is usually formed in two columns for the 
real attack ; the leading column being sometimes 
preceded by an advance. A part of the artillery 
advances either in one body, or in echelon, on the 
flank of the coluvn of attack ; the leadin£f section 
preceding, by about a hundred paces, the liead of 
the column of attack. • If the column of attack de- 
ploys to open its fire, the artillery moves to one of 
Its flanks and seconds it by a fire of case shot. If 
the column charges with the bayonet, the advanced 
portion of artillery retires to the position of that in 
the rear ; to be ready to cover the infantry by its 
fire, if the attack fails. The cavalry follows in the 
rear of the infantry ; to secure its flanks from any 
offensive movement, and to hold the assailed in 
check, should he attempt a pursuit after beating 
off the infantry. 

193. If the attack is successful, the artillery and 
the greater portion of the infantry are immediately 
fonned in good order, to be in readiness for any 
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emergency ; the pursuit being left to the cavalif 
and some detachments of infantry. In case m 
failure the troops engaged fall back under cover 
of those in their rear ; the artillery, by a well-di- 
rected fire, and the cavalry by opportune charges, 
holding the enemy in check, until order is re-estab- 
lished in the retiring troops, as a preliminary to a 
retreat, or to a renewal of the attack. 

194. PosUwns in obstructed Ground. This term 
may be applied to localities where the ground, al- 
though level, is cut up by ditches, hedges, brokeir 
roads, &c., which obstruct the free movement of 
troops. 

195. Positions of this character are more favors 
able to the defensive than the offensive. As, from' 
the nature of the case, connected movements are, 
for the most part, impracticable, the commander 
will find it difficult to direct the engagement, and 
must rely upon the judgment and sMll of his sub- 
ordinates for its successful issue. 

196. The general disposition of the troops will 
be in dispersed order. There will be but few op- 
portunities for the action of cavalry ; and the artil- 
lery can seldom find positions to act in mass. The 
light cavalry and light pieces may be placed in 
front, wherever they can act with advantage, and 
support the infantry. The supports and reserves 
should be kept well to the rear of the troops en- 
gaged ; to be ready to meet the enemy should he 
attempt to turn the flanks, a mancBuvre to which 
obstructed ground is frequently favorable. The 
heavy cava&y and heavy artillery take post to the 
rear, at any point which may offer a good position 
to cover the retreat 

197. The attack, like the defence, will be mainly 
conducted by the infantry, and some li^bt ^\&ca^\ 
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the inriintry, acting as skinnishers, and the artilla 
be[ng employed to force unif opening, iliai may 
offir, for the advance of the infantry. Whetievet 
the aitillery gets a good posiljan it stiould endeavor 
to keep it as long aa praclJcable. The cavalrjr 
can effect but little ; us the enemy's, even if infe- 
rior in strength, may watch its opportunities, frmn 
behind otiataclefl, to maiie short and succeBsful 
chargea. The artiilery not in action will occupy 
the roads, at points (o the rear most eultable for 
eoverii^ the retreat, if the attack fails. 

1 98. In poaitionB of a niiixed character, present- 
ing altemadoDS of open and obstructed ground, the 
troops on the defensive must gnard, with great care, 
every accessible point at which the assailant can 
dilmiche from the obstructed upon the open por- 
tions. A strong fire of heavy artillery should be 
Immght to bear apon these points ; and cavalry 
ahould be posted in places where they can be 
masked from the enemy's fire, and be at hand to 
charge the amaiknt, as he attempts to dihmiehe. 
These efforts should be seconded by tlie bayonets 
of the infajUry, if a favorable opportunity occurs. 

199. The obetmcied ground lo the rear must be 
atronelv occuped, to secure the retreat ; by p0Bl> 
ing Sglit troops tmder the cover alTorded by tbe 
aktru of woods, by ditches bordered with trooa and 
hede«s,&.c.; aiid advantage must betaken of every 
smul defile, to dispute the ground inch by inch. 

300. In the phases of engagemonta in positions 
of this character, the defeitce must freqeenlly be 
acoommodatad to Ihii troops at hand ; as in the con- 
fnson of tbe moat orderly retreat, in such cases, it 
is impnkClicable to preserve that conneclion between 
the movements of the difierent anns which would 
be best for mutual su]^rt. If the asaajlant, fa 
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disconnected movements, or a disorderly puiBniti 
^ys himself open to an attack, it should bie made 
and pressed with vigor, or not at all. 

201. In the attack of mixed positions, the sap- 
ports and reserves should be kept well to the rear, 
whilst the troops are engaged in the obstructed por- 
tions ; to guard against onensive movements on the 
flanks by the assailed. Those engaged should close 
in as the ground opens, to prepare to debouche upon 
it in force ; in which operation the infantry must be 
covered by the cavalry and artillery. In advancing 
upon the obstructed ground, the way must be pre- 
pared for an attack with the bayonet, by a heavy 
fire of the artillery, directed particularly upon thie 
most accessible points. 

Operations of this character demand extreme pru- 
dence and forethought. Every forward movement 
must be made with great caution; every point 
gained must be well secured ; and its possession 
disputed with tenacity if the assailed attempts to 
repossess himself of it. In no other way can the 
troops engaged be kept well in hand, and be pre- 
vented from the confusion and dangers of a hasty 
pursuit 

202. Positions in Forests, In occupying a for- 
est defensively, the skirts and the openings to it, 
as roads, &c., must be str(»igly guarded by a line 
of skirmishers with its supports and reserves, and 
by artillery so placed as to sweep in tiank those 
points wmch are most accessible, as the saUent 
portions, and the roads. The line of skirmishers, 
oesides availing themselves of the natural covers 
of the position, as trees, ravines, &c., will form 
abatis in front of the more accessible points ; and 
the cannon, m like manner, should be covered by 
f paulments, when suitable means are at hand. 
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203. The main-body will take np a central po 
wtion, on ground favorable to the defence ; covenng 
its flanks by marshes, or other like obstacles, 
stren^hening, if requisite, its front by abatis ; and 
guarmng all the approaches by a suitable dispo- 
sition of its heavy artillery. The points of junction 
of roads leading to the front should be strongly oc- 
cupied, and strengthened, when practicable, by 
field-works. 

204. The space between the skirts of the wood 
and the central position should be obstinately dis- 
puted ; advantage being taken of any clearings 
that may occur, to post light pieces ana cavalry m 
ambush near them, to drive back the assailant, as 
he debouches on the open ground. 

206. As cavalry can only act, under such cir- 
cumstances, in small detachments, the main body 
of it will take position to the rear, to cover the re- 
treat of the other troops from the forest, and check 
the assailant in debouching from it. 

206. The attack will be directed on the salient 
portions, and upon the entrances of the forest ; first 
by a heavy fire of artillery, to drive back the infan- 
try, and force the guns of the assailed to retire. 
This will be followed up by a rapid attack in line, 
with the bayonet, on those points, whilst demonstra- 
tions are made against the others occupied by the 
assailed. 

If the attack with the bayonet succeeds, the 
troops must secure the points seized before pushing 
forward in pursuit; placing some cannon ano 
troops at the most suitable points, to cover the re* 
treat, should the assailed make a strong offensive 
movement. 

207. The pursuit should be made firmly but can* 
tiously ; the skirmishers leading and rooting out the 
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Msailed from eveiy strong cover ; some field-piecei| 
and a column of infantry, each secured by skiF^ 
mishers on their flanks, follo^t^g upon the main 
road, with a detachment of cavalry well to the rear 
but within supporting distance, to act according to 
the emergency. 

208. If the assailed makes a firm stand at hii 
central position, an attack upon bis front will not 
only be bloody but of doubtful success ; an attempt 
should therefore be made to turn his flanks, whilst 
he is occupied in front by demonstrations and false 
attacks. 

If the assailed retires, the pursuit will be made 
by some light meces followed by the infantry and 
cavalry ; me different arms being employed accord- 
ing to the varying circumstances of the ground. 

209. Positions in Mountains, The best and 
only safe system of defence in mountainous po- 
sitions is to occupy, with the main-body, a central 
point, at which the principal passes meet ; and be 
always in a state of readiness to act offensiveW 
against the enemy, on whatever pomt he may a(t 
vance; throwing forward strong detachments in 
the principal passes to observe the enemy, and ofibr 
a vigorous resistance, in order to force him to de^ 
velop his plan of attack. So soon as it is ascer- 
tained on what pomt the principal force of the 
enemy is concentrated, the main-body will advance, 
from the central position, to a point where it will 
be secure from a flank attack, to act offensively. 
The detachments on the other passes will act on 
the flanks of the enemy, by cross-roads, if they can 
do so, or will try to fall on his rear. 

210. When circumstances constrain to a passive 
defence, a position must be taken up either acrosi^ 

7* 
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or along the valley, which will best secure the 
flanks, and cover the line of communication. 

211. The attack in mountainous positions ia 
conducted on the same principles as the defenca 
The assailed must be tnreatened on every point ; 
by throwing columns into the several passes, whilst 
the main-b^y advances along one of the principal 
lines. If the assailed maintains a strict defensive, 
the several columns unite and make the attack ; if 
he assumes the offensive, the principal columns 
must be reinforced, and an attempt be made to 
throw detachments on his flanks and rear, to force 
him to fall back. The flanks of the troops in 
eolumn, advancing in the valleys, must be covered 
by detachments of skirmishers on the heights. 

212. The attack will be made mainly ^ the in* 
&ntry, as skirmishers. A strong line of nre must 
be mamtained with great pertinacity ; the supports 
must be kept well to the rear ; tiie reserve and 
mam-body holding the points of junction of the roads 
leading to the front, and not advancing until the 
engagement is well under way. 

Great prudence must be shown in advancing ; as 
the troops engaged are liable at any moment to an 
attack on their flank. If the assailed attempts this 
manoeuvre, the line of skirmishers must hold on 
pertinaciouslv to the ground gained, whilst the 
supports display and keep the enemy m check, un« 
til the reserves can be brought up to repel the attack 
with the bayonet. As the line of skirmishers force 
back the assailed, tlie main-body follows in column 
along the valley ; its flanks being secured by skir- 
mishers on the heights. If oppos^ by the assailed, 
(he main-body must attack with vigor, to carry its 
point promptly ; as those engaged in front have na 
chance of oemg relieved. 
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SIS'. There is here seldom an^ field of action fof 
cavaliy ; the main portion of this force will there* 
fore be kept to the rear ; occupying the points of 
junction of the passes. Small detachments of dra* 
goons may occasionally do good service in front ; 
making cnarges, or fighting on foot, as the oppor« 
tunity offers. 

214. The artillery can seldom find positions off 
the roads. A few light pieces, which can be 
placed in position on the heights and be well served,' 
may frequently produce very decisive results. 
When it is necessary to open a way, for the main* 
body to advance, at points of peculiar strength, it 
should be done by the heaviest pieces. The horse- 
artillery will usually be attached to the troops 
charged with making a demonstration on the flauKs 
of the enemy's position, through the secondary 
passes. 

215. As the assailed will probably obstruct the 
passes by abatis, or other obstacles, a detachment 
of engineer troops should accompany each column, 
being kept always at hand to clear away the ob« 
structions. 

216. Positions near Rivers, Positions may be 
selected near rivers either for the defensive, to pre- 
vent an enemy from passing ; or for the offensive, 
to force a passage. 

217. A position for guarding a river should be 
selected at some central point, from which the 
troops can be rapidly marched to oppose the enemy 
wherever he may attempt to cross. Small posts 
are established along the course of the river, at the 
most suitable pc^nts for observing the enemy ; and 
communicating to the rear intelligence of his move- 
ments. 

So soon as it is known that a decided attemi^t \& 
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la be made at any point, the cavalry, wbh ■aM'' 
iHtlleries of horse-anillery, will move In oppose iL 
If, on reaching the poiat, it is found that the enemy 
bas Buooeedad in inniwing over a portion of hia 
{amee, the; must be vignroosl; attacked, b; suc- 
cessive charges of cavalry, and by a persevering 
fire of the artillery. Ifthe ground ia obiitmcted,80 
that Ilie cavalry cannot charge, the dragoons should 
dismount and act an Kkirmi^ers. Posilions should 
be selected by the artillery, where it can ta,ke that 
of tlie enemy, on the opposite hank, in flank ; the 
object being to silence it, or to dmw ofi* its fira, to 
enable the cavalry lo act. Everything here de- 
penilx on lengthening the affiiir; and preventing tho 
enemy from reinfordng the troops that have pused, 
uniil the mtiin-body can arrive from the cenml po- 
Eition, to support the cavalry ai ' "'" ' 

218. The paastsgfl of a. rive 
enemy is an operation of eKreme difficulty ; and 
every means should tierefore bo employed to de- 
ceive the enemy, and draw olF his attention ttan 
the point selected for the passage. The bridg». 
train aod other requisites bemg iu a stale of rsodi- 
ness, the night-Uma is solocttM as most &vanU>la 
U> a successful Issue. 

The point, selected to pass a river in the &ce of 
an enemy, should comlune several propertioa, as a 
position ; to give tUo a^^soiiani a decided advantage 
over the assailed. Tlie river at this pcdni sbomd 
be narrow, so tliat the bridge muy be ra|Ndly can* 
MTUcted ; the banks should form a bend uwatda 
the assailant, to onable hfui to plant his batteries 
hi a pusiiion to concentrate their 6ra on tlutt part 
of the ground, on the opposite Innk, where the 
troops must form ; euro beui}; takon that these faati 
lerios ore not e.tiiosed to an cnhlading fire trom 
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those of the assailed, within the proper range for 
this fire; the ground near the landmg place, on 
the opposite shore, should present covers, in order 
that the troops, passed over in boats, before the 
bridge is ready, may not be exposed to the artillery 
and cavalry of the assailed, and may be enabled to 
maintain their position until reinforced by the main- 
body. If there are islands, near the point of land- 
ing, from which a fire of artilleiy and infantry can 
be brought to bear on the assailed, they should be 
occupied by infantry, and some field-pieces; par* 
ticularly if they are wooded, or ofier other covers. 

219. In movinff upon the point, silence and per- 
fect order should oe preserved throughout. Batte- 
ries of the heaviest guns are placed at the most 
suitable points, to bring a converging fire to bear 
upon the approaches to the landing on the opposite 
shore. Light troops are thrown over in boats, to 
occupy the ground in advance of the landing; 
which troops, if discovered by the advanced posts 
of the enemy, should be rapidly reinforced. So 
soon as the bridge is ready, an advanced-guard, 
composed of troops of all arms, will pass and take 
position, to cover the formation of the main-body. 
The advanced-guard will mainly keep on the de- 
fensive, acting with great prudence, not to ofter 
any advantage to the enemy ; its task being to gain 
tiioe for the rest of the forces to pass. 

2Sfi). The order in which the main-body should 
pass must be regulated by the character of the 
ground, and the resistance offered by the enemy. 
Usually a portion of the heavy guns follow the ad- 
vanced-guard, and take position to check the en- 
emy ; and these are followed by the main-body of 
the infantry ; the main-body of the cavalrv with its 
batteries of horse-artillery passing last. In other 
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oovering the pasaage, ia of the greatest moraotit. 
Careful attonUon sbouU be given to the tnaoage- 
ment of their fire ; directing it, in ail cases, upou 
tliat portion of the enemy's force wliose presence 
in moat ttireatemng. 

223. A retreat across a river, when pressed by 
the enemy, is of all operations the moat difficult; 
and requires every auxiliniy meana to save the re- 
treating force from deatmclion. The point selected 
for tlie passage sbould have the same requisites as 
one for the ofibnsive ; and its natural atrensth 
should be increased by field works ; in order toat 
the enemy may be kept from pressing loo hotly 
npon the rear of the troops that pass iJie last. 

In a retreat of this character, all the nsual strat- 
agema for deceiving an enemy must be resorted to 
before commencing the r .. . .■ 



I to gain a march, □ 
heavy artillery should be dispatched ut an early 
moment to the rear, to take a position on the oppo< 
site shore, for covering the passage. The rest of 
the force, covered by a strong rear-guurd, formed 
of the best troops, will effect their passage gene- 
rally in an inverse order to that followed in one for 
the oObnsive. 

One of the worst dangers to be guarded against 
Is the confusion caused hy hurry. To avwd this, 
llie amngemenls for the march of the diUbrent 
bndiea should he made with the greatest care ; ra 
that each may reach, at the proper moment, Iba 
point of passage. 



CHAPTER IV. 

ADVANCE D-6T7AR])S XHfD ABYANCEIHFOStB. 

223. To keep an enemy in ignorance of the state 
of our forces and the chaiucter of our position is 
one of the most indispensable duties in war. It is 
in this way that we oblige him to take every pos- 
sible precaution in advancing ; forcing him to feel 
his way, step by step, and to avoid risking his own 
safety in hazarding those bold and rapid move- 
ments which, when made against a feeble, or an 
unprepared enemy, lead to the most brilliant re- 
sults. 

224. Tliis object is effected, by placing between 
the position occupied by the main Torce, and the 
presumed direction of the enemy, a body detached 
from the main force, but acting always with refer- 
ence to it, termed an AdvaneeS'Quard. 

This term is used for any body of IroOps so sep* 
arated from the main-body ; whatever its strength 
and composition; and whether the ttoops be in 
positioner on a march. 

225. For a large forc6, the advanced-guaihi is 
necessatily comp^ed of ttoops of all arms; kis 
strengtii being proportioned to that of the ma* ft 
force; — ^the more or less resistance of an inde^ 
pendent character it may be required to make ;— 
and th& greater or less extent it may be found 
necessaty to embrace, by its advanced-posts, on 
the front and flanks, to watch and anticipate evei;y 
DMM'ciinent of ^Stsb enem^. 

*nie propoftidn irf" Ae advanced-guard to tlxa 
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main-body may vary from a third to a fifth of the 
total force. In armies of some strength, or lar^e 
corps'-d^armie, particularly where the nature of the 
country requires a wide development of advanced- 
posts, the larger proportion is demanded ; as at 
least one-third, or even one-half of its strength 
will be required for the advanced-post service. In 
a small force of two or three thousand men, one- 
fifth will usually be all that can be well spared for 
the same purposes. 

226. Our purpose, in all cases, should be to 
keep the enemy m a state of uncertainty as to our 
actual force, and movements ; and this can be ef- 
fected only by keeping constantly between him and 
our main-body a force of sufficient strength to offer 
an obstinate resistance, if necessary, to every at- 
tempt he may openly make to gain information; 
and even to act offensively against him, when oc- 
casion offers, so as to keep him in doubt as to the 
actual character and number of the troops before 
him ; the old military axiom, being always kept in 
mind, that " a sword opportunely dravm frequently 
keeps another hack in Us scabbard." 

227. In all defensive positions, the advanced- 
ffuard and its advanced-posts should retire slowly 
but circumspectly ; so that the main-body may have 
time to take all its defensive measures. In the of- 
fensive, the attack of the advanced-guard should be 
decided and vigorous; pressing upon the enemy 
at every point ; and leaving nomine undone to de« 
moralize nim, by the confusion which so often fol« 
lows from an impetuous onset 

228. Whilst iu position, the advanced-goaid 
should take advantage of the natural, or other ob* 
Btacles on its front and flanks which are within 
supporting distance ; to strengthen itself, and gftii 
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rapports for its advanced-posts. In this way, ita 
means of resistance, whether acting offensively, or 
otherwise, may be greatly aumnented. Ground of 
this character, taken up by the troops, should not 
be abandoned without very cogent reasons for it ; 
since, should circumstances bnng about a forward 
movement, it might cost more to regain what was 
given up than to have maintained it obstinately at 

229. The ground to be taken up by an advanced- 
guard, and embraced within its advanced-posts, 
should be carefully chosen. To take position where 
the movements of the enemy can be well watched, 
wl^ilst our own troops are kept concealed, and not 
liable to a sudden attack, either in front or flank, 
are the desiderata in such cases. If, in following 
this guide, it should lead to a development of a£ 
vanc^-posts which would be too weak at any point 
for a tolerable resistance, there remains but the 
alternative to retire slowly before the enemy, — 
taking care that he do not slip behind the out-posts 
and their supports, — ^upon some central point to the 
rear, where the advanced-posts, united to the troops 
in reserve, may make a good stand; and from 
which, if the chances are ftivorable, they may ad- 
vance upon the enemy, and make him pay dearly 
for his temerity. 

230. In all affairs of advanced-guards great cir- 
cumspection is to be shown, both oy the officer in 
command of the advanced-ffuard, in throwing for- 
ward fresh troops to strongmen a point assailed, as 
well as on the part of the general-in-chief, in sus- 
taining the advanced-guard by weakening hia 
main-body. These are points that can only be de« 
cided on the spot. The safer rule, in all cases, 
is not to weaken the main-defence, or main attack, 

8 



J detaching ftom it, W support a feeble p 
If the farce engnged, under such circumstaocea, 
does not suffice for iu own defence, it ia best for it 
to fall back in time ; and, taking position with the 
main-body, endeuvor, by their combined eOorlB, to 
turn the scales of victory in their favor. 

231. The duties of advanced-giiarda bebg bo 
mnch more frequentlyto feel and occnpy an enetny, 
preparatory to Botne decisive blow by the main-body, 
than lo engage bim with a view to follow up any 
"advantage guined, it follows, as amatterof couise, 
that they should be composed of the most efficient 
and active h?ht troops at tlie geoemra disposal. 
Such troops, m the bands of a bold, energetic, bot 

frudent leader, will be the right arm of an army, 
'rompt on,a!ll iKCaaions ; never taken at fault, they 
keep the enemy constanlly occupied ; harass hhn 
with fatigoing precautions, (a secure hla flanks and 
rear ; wUlat their own force ia kept relieved from 
these annoyances, and always fresh for any great 
emergency. 

333. Advam^Posts. The dutiea of the ad- 
VBDced-posls are the same whetlier the troops are 
stationary, or in movement -, they are, 1 , To keep a 
good look-out for the eaemy, and when in his Imtne- 
diale presence, to lake all means to be acciualely 
infonned of hia strength, position, and movements ; 
3. Should the enemy advance, to hold him in check 
long enough to ^ve the nmin-body ample time to 
be prepar^ for his attack. 

233. By a faithful discharge of these duties, the 
whole army can, at all times, and under all circntn- 
■tances, be kept in a state of readiness for action ' 



manhood ; as but a small portion, comparatively, ot 
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the force present is required to watch over the safett 
of the rest, and can t!\^refore be frequently relieved, 
so that every one may have time sufficient for the 
repose demanded after extraordinary exertions. 

234. The object being to secure lUie front and 
flanks of the position, occupied b}r the main-bodjr, 
from any attempt either to reconnoitre, or attack it, 
the detachments which form the advance-posts must 
be so distributed as to embrace all the avenues by 
which the enemy can approach the position. The 
system adopted, in most services, to effect this object, 
consists of two, or three concentric lines of posts, 
disposed in s./anrshaped order. The exterior line, 
which forms the Out'PostSy embraces a wide cir« 
cumference ; and by means of a chain of Sentiinds^ 
posted in advance, prevents any one from penetra- 
ting to the rear between the posts, without being 
seen. 

236. The second line, which is one of Chand' 
ChtardSf embraces a narrower circumference than 
the line of out-posts ; occupying the more important 
avenues from the out-posts to uie interior ; so as to 
be in a position to support the out-posts in case of 
necessi^; and to receive them if driven in. 

236. The interior line consists of several strong 
detachments, termed Pickets, posted upon the main- 
avenues to the position. They serve as supports to 
the two exterior lines, upon which they rally if 
forced to retire before the enemy. 

237. Besides these dispositions for security, Pch 
troles are kept up between the line of posts, to keep 
the one informea of the state of the other ; and also 
between the out-posts and chain of sentinels, to aee 
that the duties of the latter are well performed ; and 
to search any ground not brought well under the 
9fOS of the sentinels. The wnole, in this way 

8m FI«U L Ibr Articles S84, 81T. 
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inn3 a connected system, for observing the enemy 
apd for mutual support in case of attack. 

238. The duties of the cut-posts, and of the 
grand-guards which form their supports, are strictly 
Uiose of observation. If attacked, they offer no re- 
sistance farther than to enable them to feel the 
enemy perfectly, and never lose sight of him. The 
task of holding the enemy in check by a vigorooF 
tesistance, so as to procure sufficient time for the 
kiain-body to make its dispositions for battle, is con« 
ligned to the pickets. 

239. The ground taken up by the advanced- 
posts will depend on the capabilities which its 
natural features ofTer for defence ; on the number 
and character of the approaches it presents to an 
enemy for attacking the front, or flanks of the po- 
sition occupied by the main-body; and upon the 
facilities it may a&brd for communication between 
the posts. 

240. OiU'Posts. The position of the out-posts, 
with respect to the main-body, will be regulated by 
the more or less broken character of the country. 
As a general rule, the mean distance may be taken 
at about two miles. The line occupied by these 
posts should take in all the approaches to the front 
and flanks of the main position. When a position 
is to be held for some time, or is taken up after a 
battle, the out-posts may be thrown farther in ad- 
vance ; to procure greater repose and security for 
the main-body. 

241. The ground on which the line of out-posts 
is established should be carefully examined ; with a 
view both to observation and defence. As far as 
practicable, those points should be selected for posts 
which present some natural advantages for the de- 
fence; will screen the tr ops from the enemy's 
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view; and enable them to watch all his movementa 
Whenever the features of the ground do not offef 
natural obstacles to cover the posts, artificial means 
of a slight character should be resorted to. The 
flanks of the line should rest upon strong natural 
obstacles; when such cannot be founo, without 
giving the line too great an extent, these pohits 
must be secured by strong pickets of cavalry or in- 
fantry, thrown back to form crotchets ; from which 
patroles must be constantly kept up on the flanks, 
in the presumed direction of the enemy. 

242. The strength of each out-post, and the dis- 
tance from one to the other, will be regulated by 
the features of the grovaad, and the number of sen- 
tinels, or vedettes that each post must throw out 
The posts should, as far as practicable, be within 
sight of the grand-guards to which they belong ; 
and the sentinels of their respective posts. When 
the ground does not permit this arrangement, sen- 
tinels should be placed at intermediate points, to 
communicate promptly whatever may happen at the 
line of posts, or of sentinels, to the rear. Posts of 
infantry should not, as a general rule, be placed 
farther apart than 600 paces ; nor their sentinels 
more than 300 paces in advance of the posts. 
Those of cavalry may be some 1500 paces apart; 
and their vedettes nom 600 to 800 paces in ad« 
vance. The strength of each post should be cal- 
culated at the rate of four men for each sentinel, 
or vedette. 

243. SentiTids. The sentmels and vedettes form 
a chain in advance, and are posted on points from 
which they can best watch the enemy, without beinff 
seen by, or exposed to him, in any way. As one of 
their main duties is to prevent any one from passing 
their chain, they should be so placed, with respect 

8* 




to each other, tliat Ihey can see nil tne groontl tft. 
tween their respective posts, and be able to slop any 
one who iaa.j attempt to pass between liieni. At 
night aitd in misty wealher, the auntincla siiould be 
doubled and be drawn in nearer to the oat-poata. 

Whenever it may be deemed necesaarj to post 
sentinels on points Iwyond the line oroul-poala, they 
ahonld be fomiBhed by posts detached in advance of 
the line. 

244. GrUTul-GJiards. Aa tho grand-guaida fur- 
nish the out-poata, and aorve as their supports, not 



The graud-guarda are posted on tba 

noes Icudine to Ihe detachmenta on 

o fall back, if driven in; and, when 



principal ave 
which they ai 

of infantry, about 200 pacea, and of cavalry, 6 
800 pacea, in the rear of the out-posts. The points 
which they occnpy should be selected, both to securs 
them &om the enemy's view, and to pve a ready 
conimunication between them and their respective 
out-po3tB. No difficult, or broken ground, should lie 
between thegrand-ffuardsand their out-posts; if any 
auch occur, particularly if it be of a nature to oflfer 
facilities to an enemy to penetrate to the rear, the 
whole should be poaled on the farther, or hither aide 
of it J and in preference in the latter position, if by 
it the chain of posts can be preserved unbroken. 

946. Pickets, The main-4c1achmcnts or pickets, 
which fonn the aupporta lo tlie gmnd-guards and 
out-poata, occupy tne principal avenues lo the po- 
sition of the main-body. As iheir duty is to lioK* 
the enemy in check ; the points which they talte vq 
should bo susceptible of a good defence; such, t 
example, aa villages, defiles. Sic. ; whenever tha _ 
advantages are not found at hand, resort sliould bL,^ 
bod to any temporary obstacles, as abatis, Ac^jlfl 
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wliich can be readily procured, to place the trooM 
under shelter. The points thus occupied should, 
OS a general rule, be about midway between the 
iine of out^posts and the position of the main-body. 

246. Small posts should be thrown forward by 
the pickets, between their position and the line of 
fiprand-guards ; both for the greater security of the 
detachments, and as supports to the srand-guards 
In like manner, when the line of piclets is of con- 
siderable extent, intermediate posts must be estab- 
lished, to keep open a communication between them. 

247. No pains should be spared to obstruct the 
approaches of the enemy to the points occupied by 
the pickets ; particularly those which lead to the 
flanks ; leaving open such only as will oblige the 
enemy to attack under the most unfavorable cir- 
cumstances; and if, between the advanced-posts 
and the main-body, a defile, or other unfavorable 
pass should occur, which the enemy, by turning the 
line of the advanced-posts, might seize upon, and 
thus cut off their retreat, it should be occupied by a 
strong detachment; boUi to prevent such a ma^ 
UGBuvre, and to favor the retreat on the main-body. 

248. Strength of Advanced-Posts, The entire 
strength of the advanced-posts, as well as the relative 
strength of the pickets, grand-guards, and out-posts, 
will depend upon the character of the ground cov- 
ered by them; as being more or less open; and 
presenting more or less facilities for circumscribing 
the approaches of the enem^ to the main-position. 
It rarely occurs that sufficient troops can be de- 
tached to cover all the accessible ground, and pep- 
form the duties in a thorough manner. 

249. The stren^^th of each picket, and the kind 
of troops of which it is composed, will depend on the 
degree of resistance to be offered to thb enem.^*«. 

8«e Pl&t« XL tot Axti^Ye ^AK. 



■Hack; and the ebaracterorthepoartToit occn} 
In most caaea, where b, vigivous defi'Bce is caiieo 
ibi, they will consist of troops of all arms ; and an 
'ggfeg^le of Bevera.1 hnndred men. The graud- 
guards, out-^ioats, and pfrtrolea, should not exceed 
one-third the BtraoEth of the pickets to which ihey 
belong. The; will De composed af cavalry, or infao- 
tiy, according to the more or leas bndcen featum 
of the grouna. 

2X. It rarely occurs that artillery is placed at 
the out-poBts. Wheoever it happens that a pie(»^ 
or two, may be deemed necesBary, to sweep soma 
passage, or deQIc, in advance of the line d* out- 
posts, the guns must be proteiued hy a etiang post, 
to insure thotr safety in a retreat. 

361. If, from the character of the ground, the 
out-poala are mainly of infantry, some caval^ 
should iilways be aiiached to them, to patrcd in ai- 
»aDce of the poaiUon, and to cwivey intelliffence to 
the rear of what may be paeung in the neiguborhood 
of the out-posts. 

252. Wiien the advanced-posts cover an advan- 
eed-guard, the commanding officer of the whole 
ahould lake a portion, wiiB his artillery and the 
main-body of bis conunaiKl, at some central pmnt, in 
the rear of the pickets ; in order to be ready to sap- 
port them if hard pressed by the enemy. The cha>% 
of this position is an object of the greatest Jmpi.r^ 
lance ; as llie safety of the advanc^-posta as well 
as tiiat of the main-body may depend upon the de- 
gree of judgment shown in this selectiwi. 

253. So soon as the advanced-posts have taken 
nptlieir stations, instrnctioDs should be given lo the 
officers of the difierent posts, with respect lo the 
pcHnts upon which they are lo fall bacli, in case of 
oeing forced in) the linei of commuiucaiian thej 
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must retire by ; and the position they must take xm, 
In joining the supports to which they respectively 
belong. 

254. Duties cf Officer commanding an Out-Post. 
An officer in command of any of the out-po«ts must 
be capable of untiring vigilance and activity; to 
perform the various duties which devolve upon him. 

He should be provided with a good map of the 
countiy, a telescope, and writing materials. 

255. He will thoroughly reconnoitre the ground 
upon which he is tp dispose his command ; and also 
as far in advance as circumstances will admit; 
questioning closely an^ inhabitant he may find. 
After taking up his position, he should go forward, 
with the half of his command, and post each sentinel 
himself. If, however, he relieves another in the 
command, and deems it advisable to make any 
changes in the dispositions of his predecessors, he 
should promptly report the facts to the conunanding" 
officer m his rear. 

256. When the officer finds that the enemy is not 
in his immediate neighborhood, he should endeavor 
to feel his way cautiously towards him by patrols; 
and when in immediate presence, he should omit no 
means to watch the enemy's movements ; and from 
the occurrences of the moment, such as noises, the 
motion of clouds of dust, camp fires, conflagrations, 
&c., endeavor to divine what is passing in his 
camp, and his probable intentions. 

257. Accurate written reports should be promptly 
sent to the officer in command, in the rear, on au 
these points. The reports should be legibly written, 
and snould clearly, but concisely^ state what has 
fallen under the officer's eye ; what he has learned 
from others ; and the character of the sources fxcm 
which Ills information is drawn. 
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258. He will paiticalaily aee thai no conunm 
ca&m with the enemy be vMawed ; and that no flag 
be pemutted to pass the line of poela, witboat csdais 
from tha rear. 

259. The post under the officer's conunand, 
whether horee or fool, should not all be allowed to 
sleep, or eat at once. The horses, when watered, 
ahonld be taken singly, or by paiis, ajid always 
mounted. At night, one-half of the commaod 
shonid be nnder anna, prepared for an attack ; tJbe 
other seated, their aims and the bridles of tbeir 
horaea in hand. The men shonld never bepennii. 
ted lo occupy a houae ; and if the weather ia such 
that a fire out of doors is indispensaUe, it dionld be 
aa much concealed aa pmcticable ; one-half only 
being allowed to ait near it ; the other posted, at & 
convenient spot at band, to fall on the enemy ahonld 
he attempt a stroke. 

260. When the posiU'on taken up b to be held for 
iome time, it will be well lo change the locali^ ot 
the dobU occasinnally ; this ahould be done, par- 
ticnlarly at night, in a hilly district ; changing the 

Kt from the brow oflhe h£l], where the nten can 
t keep a took-oiit Inr day, lo the low ground at 
night, as more favorable to detect any movement 

361. The out-posts are usually relieved at day- 
break, as, being the moat favoraue moment for tue 
enemy to attempt a surprise ; the new-guard will 
xerve to reinforce the old. For the same reaaon, 
Ibe old guard should not be sufiered to retire befors 
Ibe petnls come in, and report all safe. 

969. As a goneml rule, no pant ahonid ever rettn 
before aninfetiur force; and, if attacked by one in- 
perior to it, resistance ahould be cautionaly made 
with a view solely to give time to the giaad-gDatJ 
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to be in readiness to receive the enemy. When, it 
is seen that the movement of the enemy is seiiovs, 
the officer should draw in his sentinels as skirmish- 
ers, and retire upon the grand-^ard ; the latter will 
usually be divided into two divisions, one of which 
will be sent to take up a position to the rear, to cover 
the retreat ; the other will act as as upport to the line 
of skirmishers, so as to feel the enemy. In all cases 
of retiring, whether of sentinels upon their posts, or 
of posts upcm their supports, care should be taken to 
assume a direction towards the flank of the force in 
rear; so as to unmask its front and not impede any 
forward movement it ma^ make, if necessarv. 

263. llie degree of resistance to be ofiered by the 
pickets will depend om the object to be obtained, and 
the importance of the point occupied. They should 
not retu^ until they nave received the whole of 
their grand-guards, out-posts and patrols. 

264. At night the precautions should be neces- 
■arily redoabfed ; and every movement be made 
with extreme caution. Whenever any noise is 
heard in the direction of a sentinel's post, the officer 
should proceed, with a part of his command, in its 
direction ; to ascertain the cause of it. If he finds 
that it arises from an onward movement of the 
enemv, he should only fall back upon his grand« 
guard when he sees that resistance would be un- 
availing; retiiing slowly and cautiousW, and taking 
every advantage, whicn the ground o&rs, to check 
the enemy's a^rance. Should the enemy &U sud> 
denly upon his command, he must endeavor to cut 
his way through, and reach his position in ibe rear 
by the best circuit he can find. 

265. AdvancedrQvards. Measures of precan- 
tkm, for a force in portion, are far more easily ar« 
langed than for (Hie ia motioD. At a halt of some 



days, but slight cbangea in the first dispositi 
ansing from a. more Uioroufh knowledge of 
eround taken np, will be requisite; oa a march, 
me Bcene is continually shining; and ihe enemy 
m&y tiillon just atthal point, or under those circum- 
stances in which we are least prepared tn meet hioj. 
Henoe a necessity for doubling the ordinary pre- 
cautions on a march, and keeping the Iroop.'t more 
in hand, so as to he, at all moments, prepared for 
any emergency. 

S66. The spirit of the dispositions is the same in 
both cases; changes in the details, bo aa to adapt 
our force to the cnnnging features of the ground 
passed over, present the real difRcalty. On a 
march, we may have to guard af^inst an attack on 
the bead of the column ; on either flank, or both; 
and in the rear. Hence a necessary dispoailior 
movable advanood-poHts, in Kich of theaa directii 
keeping pace with the pro^ss o 
and far enough from it to give it timely warning"! 
a, tlireatened aiiach. 

367. The dispositions in front is termed ^^ 
Tatieed-Gvard ; those on the Hanks, the Fltmkenf 
nnd tlioae in rear, the Rear-Guard. 

368. As the head of a column in march towards 
the enemy is the weak point, it is here that the 
principal strength must be accnmulated, bo that, if 
threatened witfi an attack, sufficient resistance citn 
be t^erej], to enable the rear divisions to come np 
and lake timely position for battJe. The advn nced- 
guan] ahonld therefore bo composed of troops of nil 
anns, and be alwnys in a suitable slate of readiness 
to receive the enemy, according to the nature of 
the grotind upon whicJi it may be formed. To 
wmtcD the enemy; resist him with obstinacy, should 
he auddenly attack, until time as gained for **~ 
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main-body to receive him ; drive in his advanced- 
posts with impetuosity : such are the duties which 
this body may in turn be called on to perform. 

269. The first of these duties, that of learning 
the whereabouts of an enemy, is intrusted to in- 
dividuals, or to parties of more or less strength, 
as the occasion may require ; light cavalry being 
usuaHy selected, in preference to any other arm, for 
this service. 

270. Head of Advanced-Chiard, A head or lead- 
ing detachment of some force, composed usually of 
both cavalry and infantry, and if requisite some 
pioneers, forms the advance of the main-body of 
the advanced-fifuard ; for the purpose of searchinar 
aUthe ^und within a dangerouV proximity; ant 
of clearing the way for the advancing columns. 
Through Uiis detachment a communication is kept 
up with the flankers ; and all the ground is thus 
henmied in around the advancing column, by which 
an enemy might approach it. 

271. The strength of the leading detachment will 
depend greatly upon the character of the country ; 
and upon the state of the weather and season being 
more or less favorable to the unobserved approach 
of an enemy. A leading detachment of one-fourth 
the total strength of the advanced-guard ; two flank 
detachments, to act as flankers, of one-eighth ; and 
a rear detachment, acting as a rear-guara, also of 
one-eighth ; taking, in all, one-half the total strength 
of the advanced-guard, is considered, under ordinary 
circumstances, a good distribution for the duties to 
be performed. 

272. All the ground, within the proximity of tho 
advanced-guard, must be carefully searched by it 
No invariable rule can be laid down on this subjectc 
everything depending on the character of the coun 

9 
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try ; ihe atale of tlie wealljor ; sd J the march Ex _ 
bf day or night, as to the more or less diepersed or* 
dcr that caji be adopted for examining the ground. 

ST3. The leading detachment, and those od tbe 
flanks, should keep in a. position, wilh respect to 
each other, that will admit of prompt mutual sop- 
port, and guarding a^inat the approach of an 
eaeuiy unperceived. The flank detachments, for 
this purpwie, keeping somewhat to the rear of the 
leading one. Tlie most advanced portions of theae 
troopa should be of cavalry, unless the countrv be 
mountMinous, or very thickly wooded, in miicll 
cases infajitry is the best arm for the duty. 

274. I'he distance cliat ahoold be lel\ betweea ilia 
leading- detachment and the principal body of tfaa 
aJdvanced-guard, will depend upon the more or leu 
of necessary precaution already alluded to. An 
interval of trom a thousand to two thousand paces 
may be left between tbe leading detachment and 
the main-portion; the small detachments thrown 
ibrwurd from the leading detachment may precede 
it from two hundred to six hundred paces -, whilst 
the leading men, who form, as h were, the apex of 
this dispoaidon, precede the last about oae bundred 

376. Disposkums of Advanced-Qvard. From 
these indications of the maimer of distribuling the 
troops of the advanced-guard, the following general 
dispsitions, adapted to ordmaiy circumBlaneos of 
locality, may be gathered. The apex, or moat ad- 
vanced point, may be formed of a staff, or other in- 
telligent olBcor, under the escort of a few horsranen; 
in his rear follow small detacbioenta of horse, pre- 
coded by a line of horsemen, as skinnishera, in dis- 
petaed mler, thrown oat &om them ; this line of small 
aetachmeola and their men may embrace a 
S» Pl»t* IIL for Artldts 9T5, IBB. 
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of a thousand or more paces, according to th^ &ee 
of the country. On each fla^nk of the detachments, 
from which the skirmishers are thrown forward, 
march small detachments of both horse and foot, as 
8upp(»rt3 of the line. In the rear of this line, at a 
hundred paces or so, may be placed a small de- 
tachment, charged with patrolling either on the front 
or flanks. Fiimlly, at some sixty paces in rear of 
Jie detachment for patrols, follows the remaimng 

Sortion of the horse andibot, composing the leadiim 
etachment. The main-body of the advancef 
guard, following some hundred paces farther to the 
rear ; and the rear of its march, being closed by the 
small rear detachment already mentioned. 

It will be seen, by comparing this dispositicm of 
the troops of an advanced-guard in march, with 
the one adopted for the advanced-posts at a halt, 
that they are analogous, and differ in no material 
respect, as their object in each case is the same. 

276. In a forward movement, this general dispo- 
sition of the troops of the leading detachment should 
be adhered to, as far as the features of the ground 
will permit. Whenever these features become such 
that a concentration on the centre ia rendered neces- 
sary, a proper order should be temporarily taken, 
to enable the troops pron^»tly to resume their original 
order, so soon as the ground opens. The leading 
line of skirmishers wm carefully examine all the 
ground over which they pass ; and observe all that 
occurs around them. The men, for this purpose, 
keeping in pairs; and taking aU suitable precau- 
tions not to place themselves in positions favorable 
to being seen from a distance. 

277. If the enemy is met, dispositions are imme- 
diately taken to receive him. The line of skii- 
ouabers is strengthened ; the supports brought up; 
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and if there is any artillery, it takes position on the 
road, to sweep it In this order, the whole of the 
leading detachment falls back slowly upon the 
niain-k)dy of the advanced-guard ; and further dia- 
positions are made accordmg to the exigency of the 
case. 

278. The general order of march of an advanced- 
guard remains the same in all circumstances of 
ground; the position of the troops alone varyincr 
with changes of its features. In broken grounc^ 
for instance, the line of skirmishers of the leading 
detachment would be of infantry, and this line would 
be supported by some cavalry. 

279. A strict observance of good order, partio 
ularly among the troops of the leading detachment, 
is of the first importance ; nothing should therefore 
be permitted which might either withdraw their at- 
tention from their chiefduty of watching; or which 
might give warning to an enemy of their approach. 
They should especially guard against being drawn 
into the use of their nre-arms, short of an actual 
surprise. 

280. On a night-march the precautions should be 
redoubled. The leading detachment will be more 
concentrated, keeping mostly to the road. If the 
enemy is seen, word will be sent at once to the rear, 
for a halt, and the suitable dispositions will be taken, 
as noiselessly as practicable. 

281. All defiles met with of any length should be 
examined carefully by some scouts, before any 
number of troops venture into them ; and then proper 
measures should be taken for securing them from 
an attack, until the troops are all clear of them. 
All woods that can be easily gone round should he 
made the circuit of by some horse, before passing 
through them. Thick focests should be carefully 
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eacaminedy a hundred or more paces on each side of 
the road. And m all cases any doubtful ground must 
be first searched, by the leading troops, before any 
large body approacnes within musket-ran^e of it 

282. JP/art^ Patrols. Besides the flaniers pro- 
per, which constitute a part of the movable ad- 
vanced-posts, detachments of an independent char- 
acter are sent out to patrol along the flanks of the 
mam-column. These should keep themselves in 
communication, by suitable dispositions of vedettes, 
with the flankers. 

283. As the flank patrols are frequently beyond 
direct supporting distance, they must adopt all the 
necessary dispodtions against surprise of any other 
body marching independently; having their ad* 
vanced-goard, &c., &c. 

284. These patrols keep on a level with their 
column; and particularly secure all latent rocds, 
or defiles, by which it might be suddenly attacked, 
until the column is beyoim danger. Great activity, 
watchfulness, and caution, shomd characterize this 
service. The officer in command of a flank patrol 
must use his discretion, in meeting an enemy, 
whether to attack him, or to let him pass, if he has 
not himself been observed. 

285. Rear-Chiard. The duties of a rear-guard, 
in retreat, will depend upon the more or less of 
activity and vigor shown by the enemy in pursuit 
If the enemy is enterprising, then it will require aU 
the sagaci^ of the commanding-officer; all the 
firmness of the soldiers ; to cover and defend the rear 
of the column, and to guard against demonstrations 
upon its flanks. To hold the enemy in check, just 
the time necessary to enable the retreating column 
to extricate itself from unfavorable ground; and 
then to withdraw from the fight, witiiout being too 

g* 
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far compromised ; to prevent the enemy from pr8S8> 
ing on so hotly as to force the main-bocJy of the rear 
guard upon the tail of the column whose retreat ia 
to be secured, are problems of no easy solution ; and 
call for all the best military qualities, both in the 
officer and the troops to whom the solution is as- 
signed. 

286. In mutual support among all the arms ; ap« 
titude for turning to advantage all variations in the 
features of the ground ; ana tenacity in keeping 
every advantage offered until the last safe moment ; 
reside the excellence of a rear-guard. In inter- 
dicting by the fire of its skirmishers all approach to 
its covers ; in occasional bold manoeuvres of its 
light-artillery, when the enemy's columns are open 
to its fire ; m daring rapid charges of its cavalry, 
when the enemy presses forward to gain some 
critical point; a rear-guard may give an enemy 
such lessons as will force him to adopt that pru- 
dential course, on which its own safety, and that of 
its column, alone depend. 

287. As the march of a rear-guard is an almost 
continual running fight, its dispositions should be 
taken for this phase of its duties. Its rear should 
accordingly be closed by a line of skirmishers, 
properly supported by the other arms. This line 
must equally exhibit caution, coolness and firmness; 
giving way to no hasty movements ; and retrying 
Its fire until it can be thrown in with murderous 
effect. If forced back by superior numbers^ the 
skirmishers should concentrate on the flanks of the 
other troops, leaving the road clear, either for the 
fire of the artillery, or for the action of cavalry, or 
of infantry in mass. 

1{88. in all its actions, the rear-guard should 
never lose sight of the danger it continually runs of 
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being surrounded, or cut off, by a movement on itt 
flau&, or rear. Against this, its only course is to 
push out flank patrols, as far as they can safely 
venture ; restricting these to the duties of conveying 
timely warning, to the main-body of the rear-guar^ 
of anv appearance of a movement of the kind re- 
ferred to ; and of preventuig it, if attempted, by a 
bold stand, either defensive, or offensive, as circum* 
stances may demand. 

289. Advanced-Posts in Cantonments. As can- 
tonments are taken up either during seasons when 
operations cannot be well carried on ; or to give the 
troops some extraordinary repose, after a harassing 
campaign ; more advanced-posts will generally be 
necessary than under ordinary circumstances; and 
to fulfil their end they ought to be placed on ground 
favorable to a strong resistance ; in order to give 
the separated corps time to concentrate against an 
earnest attack of the enemy. 

290. A good disposition of stations for out-posts, 
from which the enemy can be seen at a distance ; 
a line of supports placed on strong ground in the 
rear; easy communications for concentration on 
the main-body; active and vigilant patrols, kept 
moving not only along the front, but penetrating on 
the flanks, and rear of the enemy, to get wind of 
his strategical plans : such are the general precau- 
tions demanded of its advanced-posts, by an army in 
station for some time. 

291. In the disposition of the main force, to con- 
cur with the preceding, one precaution should not be 
omitted in a stay of any duration ; and that is« not to 
allow any one body to remain long enough in a 
village, or inhabited place, to become in a degree 
domesticated. Nothing is more likely than this to 
injure the morale of the best troops. The seductions 
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of otherwise harmless pleasures, may lead to fiita« 
habits of remissness in duty ; and the officer quietly 
biduiging in his game at cards, in a fiunHy chde, 
may receive his smnmons for aurreodery aa He is 
gatheriDg up his last trick. 



CHAPTER V. 

RECONNAISSANCES. 

292. There are no more important daties, which 
an officer may be called upon to perform, than those 
of collectmg and arranging the information upon 
which either the general, or daily operations of a 
campaign must be based. For the proper perform- 
ance of the former, acquirements of a very high or- 
der, ui the departments of geography and statistics, 
are indispensable requisites ; to which must be 
added a minute acquaintance with topography, and 
a good coup (PfBtl mililaire for that of the latter. 

293. However detailed and perfect may be a map, 
it can never convey all the information that will 
enable an officer to plan, even an ordinary march, 
with safety; still less, operations that necessarily 
depend, for their success, upon a far greater num- 
'jer of contingencies. To supply these deficiencies 
of maps, an examination of the ground must be made 
by the eye ; and verbal information be gained, on 
all the pomts connected with the operation over this 
^und. This examination and collection of facta 
is termed a Reconnaissance. 

294. From the services demanded of a reconnoi- 
tring officer, it is, in the first place, evident, that he 
should possess acquirements of no ordinary charac- 
ter ; but in addition to these he should be gifted by 
nature with certain traits, without which his acqui- 
sitions would be of little account, in the discharge 
of the responsible duty in question. 

295. With clear and specific mformation before 



him, one-hair of a general's difficultjea, in plant 
his measures, are diaaipated. In a letter from 
General Washin^on to Major Tallmad^, now lo 
be Been framed in the office of the ComniiaBar}'' 
General of New York, ha remarks, in relation to 
reports made to him, un a certain occasion : " But 
these things, not being delivered vrith eertainhr, 
lather perplex than fonn the judgmenL" It ia m 
truth (his feeling of certainty ttiat conBtitatesaU the 
diSbrence ; having It, (he general makes his diapo> 
aitions with con^ence; without it, he acts heai- 
tatinglj ; and thna communicutea to ottiera thU 
want of confidence felt in his own mind. 

29G. Anofficerthen,selectedforthedntyinqite*- 
tion, shoald be known to be cool-headed and trulls 
fid; one who sees things as 'hey are, and tells 
clearly and precisely what he has seen. In making 
his report, wtiether rerbdly or in writing, the officer 
should sttidy conciseness and precision of language. 



from others ; and add all the circumstances of place, 
and time, with accuracy. 

397. DiUies of Reconrtmiring OffiaT. The first 
thing to l>e done by an officer, selected for a recon' 
laisaance, is to ascertain precisely the duty required 
othim ; and what further should oe done m case of 
certain contingencies that may, irom the nature of 
the duty, be Qatarally looked for. In ihe perform- 
ance of the duty assigned him, and in nuiVing Ms 
'epon, the officer should keep always in mind the 
peeilie character of his misdoi^ as his giude In 
DOth pwnts. 

39S. As the need of a reconnaissance snpposes a 
deficiency in information upon the features of tjjv 
ooHntrv, the officer, detailed to make o ' ^^^ 
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provide himself with maps, a good telescope, such 
simple aids for judging of distances, and ascertain" 
ing the relative positions of objects, as he can him* 
seu readily make ; writing materials ; one or mote 
good goides ; and gain ui the knowledge he can, 
firom me inhabitants at hand, bearing upon his 
mission. 

299. The talent of judging of distances, and of 
the connection between the various features of a 
country within the field of vision, is partly a natural 
and partly an acquired one. Some individuals can 
never be brought to have any confidence in their 
own judgment on these pdnts ; others have a nat- 
ural aptitude for them, which requires but little 
practice for their perfect development The powers 
of the eye vary so greatly among civilized persons, 
that no general tv&s can be laid down, as a ^uide 
for the matter in question. Among uncivilized 
hordes, used to a roaming life, there are found stan- 
dards which are well u^raerstood by ally--the Arab, 
for instance, calling that distance a mile, at which 
a man k no longer Sistin^nkhable &0II1 a wooian- 
growing out of their habits. 

300. The first thing thmi to be done by an officer, 
in acqiuring the coup d^csU mUitaire, is to learn, both 
from books and on the field, what space is taken up 
by a battalion and its intervals, by a squadron, and 
by a battery when in order of iMittle ; how much 
when in column of march ; and the average time 
required for cerUdn movements, under given circum- 
stances of the ground. This acqmremrat be may 
make by adoptuig some standard of his own; Ikto 
ordinary pace, a^ that of a horse, servingfor eoi»- 
putiiLg time and distance reciprocally. The neoDi 
step u to acqnirs the habit of estimating, by the ap^ 
pearances of these different objects, from, ^r^'i^ssoa 
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C(B of view, how faroff ihey are. TMa unBt'tl 
t pmctically. A very simple aid to it is tlia 
following: — Upon iJie stem of a lead-pencil, cut 
square, and held out at a uuifonn arm's length irom 
tlie eye, by means of s. thread attached to it and 
fastened to the top button-hole, let the officer mark 
off, on one of the edgea, the length aeen on it by 
holding the. pencil upright between tlie eye, and a. 
man placed successively at different distances ftoat 
it, as 100, IfiO— 1000 j^rda. This will ffive one 
rough standard for practice. Another may ue made 
by first ascertaming the average lieight of certain 
culdvated trees, as the apple, &c. 

301. For getting relative positions, a contrivance 
for measuring angles roughly moat be tised. This 
iadonebyiiAt folding a leaf of paper across, and 
then donbling it along the folded edge, ns if to divida 
it into fonr equal parts. The angle between thd 
edge of the Urst fold and that of the second will be 
a tolerably accurate right angle. Now,hy cutting 
off carefnily along the fold, one of the pieces, we 
obtAin ft quadrant, or 90" ; tiien folding this at the 
angle, so that the two edges will exactly coincide, 
we get the half of a quitdrant or 46" ; and so on, by 
successive bisections, we can mark off smaller ho- 
gles. Then making a pen or pencQ-mark alimg 

each of the folds, and numbering the anglf " 

sivoly from to 90°, we ha\e a rough j. 
that can be nsed both for measuring ar 
setting them off on a sketch. To mcasur 
angles, a thread with a light plummet, m 
titched In the angular point. If the object is above 
the horizon of the eye, we hold (he proCractrir uid 
the oupTilir jmita Jrom the eye, so tnal the plumb* 
line will full along the face of the paper just louc^ 
injt it ; tlien direcling the top edge of the proU 
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an the object, so that it is just seen by the eyo, 
sighting along the edge, the angle formed between 
the plumb-line and the other edge, will be the same 
as the angle between the line of sight and the 
horizon of the eye. 

If the object is below the horizon of the eye, the 
angular point is placed totoards the eye ; the same 
series of operations will give the angle below the 
eye's horizon. 

302. Cruides. Trustworthy guides are invalua- 
ble, but most rare, in an enemy's country. The 
best, from the information they acquire by their 
habits of life, are to be found among those classes 
whose avocations keep them much abroad, going, 
from place to place within a certain sphere con<^ 
stantly ; such as oomn||^ carriers, hunters, smug- 
glers, &/C. Among the f rst thing to be attended to 
by an officer, in taking post at any point, is to find 
out persons of this clas^, and to ascertain their 
whereabout when wanted. Kind treatment, iew^ 
ceurs, and promises, should not be spared, to enlist 
either their good will or their interests; and, if 
policy requires it, they may openly be treated with 
apparent harshness, to screen them from odium 
among their neighbors. 

303. If none of this class can be found, then re- 
sort must be had to a higher ; local authorities being, 
in preference selected, and if necessary forced to> 
act Here very careful treatment is requisite; 
when the necessity of the case is admitted by them, 
much may be gleaned by kindness, courtesy, and 
a certain deference, from such persons, that cannot 
be looked for from their inferiors. 

304. Before starting on his mission, the officer 
should question his guide thoroughly; and if he 
has several, question each apart; like precautions 
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should be taken with respect to other inhabitanta 
Care must be had to fmd out the usual beats of one 
taken as a guide, so as not to take him out of his 
own n9ighlx>rhood. In all cases, the guide must 
be well watched, however trustworthy he may 
seem. If unwilling, or sulky, he must, if needs be, 
be tied, and attached to a strong man, with a rope 
round his middle ; being first strictly searched tar 
any cutting instrument about him. 

305. Should there be but one guide, he must ne- 
cessarily be placed with the most advanced portion 
of the detachment accompanying the officer. IT 
there are several, one must be there also ; the one 
apparently the most intelligent with the officer, who 
should ply him with questions ; and the others in 
the rear strictly guarded. ^ 

306. It may be well to remark, that guides an 
ful even in a country of easy communications; 

as, in case of a rencontre, they may point out bye- 
ways convenient for retreat, if necessary. 

307. Reconnaissance. To designate all the ob- 
jects to be embraced in a reconnaissance, would 
lead farther than the limits of this little work will 
allow; some general headsy which will serve as 
guides in all cases, will therefore be alone noticed. 

308. A general view of the ground to be ex- 
amined must first be taken in, so as to obtain some 
notion of the forms of the parts, their connection, and 
relations to each other, before going into a detailed 
examination. To one possessed of some topograph- 
ical knowledge, this study of what is before him 
will not demand much time. A level country, for 
example, he knows is usually well cultivated, and 
theretore has plenty of hedges, ditches, &c., which 
lend tiiemselves well to affiiirs of light troops ;— mav 
be not a little inconvenient to mancBmn^es of artii* 
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lery ; — and frequently bring up cavalry very unex^ 
pectediy in full career. In a mountainous one, 
dangerous passes, narrow roads, torrents ^vitb 
rough beds, ugly sudden turns, &c., will necessa* 
rily be met with. Each and all of these demand a 
particular examination, and in bis report their ad* 
vantages and disadvantages should be clearly 
pointed out by the officer. 

309. If the reconnaissance is for an onward 
movement; the distances from halt to halt, as well 
as all others, should be estimated in hours of march; 
the nature of the roads, and the obstacles along 
them be carefully detailed ; the means that may be 
gathered along the line to facilitate the movement, 
as vehicles, men and materials for removing ob- 
stacles, &c. The pointb where cross-roads are 
found, must be specified; the direction of these 
roads ; their uses, &c. 

310. All local objects along the line, as villages, 
farm-houses, &c., should be carefully designated, 
both as to their position on the line, or on either side 
of it ; and also as to their form, and color, &/C., as 
** square white house on the right ;" " round gray 
stone tower on hill to left." 

311. The names of localities, in the way in v/hich 
the inhabitants pronounce them, should be carefully 
written, and called over several times, so as to be 
sure to get them as nearly as practicable right in 
sound ; then the names, as written by an inteUigent 
inhabitant, should be added. 

312. All halting points must be well looked to; 
their military capabilities, in case of attack; as 
well as their resources for accommodating the 
troops, be thoroughly gone into. 

If the halt is to take position for some time, to 
await or watch the enemy \ then more care must be 
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taken, the whole site be well studied as to its fulfill 
Ing the proposed end ; the ]X)ints of support on the 
^anks be designated, as well as others in front and 
roar, that may require to be occupied ; the suitable 
localities to be chosen for parks, hospital, &c. ; the 
communications to be opened or repaired, pointed 
out ; and all the facilities either for an advance of 
a retrograde movement, be laid down. 

313. Armed Reconnaissance, Reconnaissances, 
made in the neighborhood of an enemy, require to 
be done under the protection of a proper detach- 
ment ; tlie strength and composition of which will 
depend on the object to be attained. 

314. If the object be to gain secretly a knowledge 
of tlie enemy's whereabout and strength, then a 
detachment of light cavalry, conducted by a trusty 
guide, through circuitous bye-ways, and moving 
with celerity, but with proper precautions against 
falling into an ambush, or having its retreat cut off, 
is usually resorted to. The details for this will be 
found under the head Patrols. 

315. When an enemy's position is to be recon- 
noitred, with a view to force him to show his hand, 
by causing him to call out all his troops ; then a 
large detachment of all arms, adequate to the task 
of pressing the enemy vigorously, and also of with- 
drawing with safety when pressed in turn, must be 
tlirown forward. 

316. Under the shelter of either of these forces, 
the officer, charged with the reconnaissance, takes 
the best moment, and bosi jwint of view, for care- 
fully ascertaining the dispositions made by the 
enemy. A gmxl time will be at early dawn, when 
troops, in most services, are all made to stand to 
their arms. The points which the officer must ex 
tubit mast attention in finding out, are those occtof 
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• 
pied by the batteries, and all those in any way in« 
trenched. 

317. Patrols, Patrols are of two classes, from 
the different objects had in view. The first are 
those made with a view of msuring greater security 
from the enemy's attempts to pass, or force the line 
of out-posts, and may therefore be termed defensive 
'patrols. They consist usually of three or four men, 
who go the rounds, along the chain of sentinels and 
between the posts ; seldom venturing farther than 
a few hundred paces beyond the sentinel's chain ; 
the object being to search points which might pre- 
sent a cover to the enemy's scouts, and to keep the 
sentinels on the alert. 

318. The second class are those made exterior 
to the line of out-posts, with a view of gaining in- 
telligence of the enemy's whereabouts ; and may 
therefore be termed offensive patrols. They are 
composed of larger bodies of men than the first 
class, the number being proportioned both to the 
distance to be gone over, and the extent of front to 
be examined. In a position, presenting but few 
cross-roads, and sparsely settled, a patrol of ten or 
twenty horsemen, may be found ample, to search, 
with all desirable thoroughness, from twenty to forty 
miles in advance of the position, along the principal 
avenues to it ; whereas, with a more extended front, 
presenting many lateral avenues, double this num- 
ber might be required for the same duty. From the 
information obtained, through the ordinary channels 
of maps, and by questioning the inhabitants at hand, 
the commanding-officer can usually settle, with suf- 
ficient accuracy, the strength of a patrol. 

31^ From me duties to be performed by patrols, 
cavalry are usually employed alone ; in cases of 
very broken country, infantry may be necessary 
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bal they should always be accompcjnied hr aame 
norse, if for no other purpose than to transmit intel 
ligence promptly to the rear. 

320. The main duties of a patrol are to find the 
enemy if in the neighborhood ; gain a good idea of 
his position and strength ; to make out his move- 
ments, and to bring in an accurate account of his 
distance from the out-posts of their own force ; and 
the character of the ground between the position 
occupied by the respective forces. 

321 . From the nature of these duties, it is evident 
that both officers and men, for a patrol, should be 
selected with especial reference to their activity, in- 
telligence, and the aptitude they may possess, from 
previous habits of life, for a service requiring a 
union of courage, prudence, and discriminating ob- 
servation — usually to be met with only in indi- 
viduals who have been thrown very much upon 
their own resources. When the character of the 
country admits of it, the employment of such indi- 
viduals, singly, or in very small bodies, as scouts, 
is one of the most available means of gaining intel- 
ligence of an enemy, witliout betra3ring the secret 
of our own whereabout. 

322. Duties of Officer in command of a Patrol. 
In con'hicting a patrol, the commanding-officer 
should provide himself with a good map, telescope, 
and guides ; and gain all the information he can 
beforo starting, by questioning persons in the neigh- 
borhood. Nothing should escape his eye along his 
line of search ; and he should particularly note 
poirjts which might be favorable to his di^fonce, if 
drivon back by the enemy ; or by which his retreat 
mi<j]it br* ondangored. • 

323. The order of march of the patrol will be 
regulated l)y the circumstances of its strength, kinil 
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of troops employed, the character of the country 
passed over, the hour of the day, and the particular 
object in view. The inteUigence and judgment of 
the officer in c ^mmand will have sufficient exercise 
on these poin's ; as he will be continually called 
upon to vary his dispositions. The general and 
obvious rule of keeping a look-out on all sides, will 
prompt the general disposition of an advanced- 
guard, rear-guard, and flankers, according to the 
circumstances of the case, however small his com- 
mand. The sole object being to carry back intelli- 
gence of the enemy, no precautions should be omit^ 
ted to cover and secure his line of march, without 
making, however, too great a subdivision of his force. 

324. Too much circumspection cannot be shown 
in approaching points favorable to ambuscades ; as 
woods, ravines, defiles, inclosures, farm-houses, vil- 
lages, &c. The main-body should always be halted, 
in a good position beyond musket-shot, or where 
cover can be obtained, whilst a few men proceed 
cautiously forward, follo\ying at some distance in 
the rear of, but never losing sight of each other, to 
examine the suspected spot. If the officer deem it 
necessary, at any point, to detach from his command 
smaller patrols, to examine points at some distance 
on his nanks, he should halt the rest, at the point 
where they separate, until the detachments come in 
and report; or, if he decides to move forward, he 
should leave three or four men at the spot, to con- 
vey intelligence promptly to the rear, if anything is 
discovered, as well as to himself. 

325. It may frequently be found that some emi" 
nence on the flanks may present a good view of the 
surrounding country, in which case, if it be decided 
to use it, two or three men ought to be detached for 
the purpose, with orders to keep in sight of each 
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othor, bat far enough apart to guard against a supi 
prise of the whole. 

326. Wh3n the officer finds himself in the pres* 
ence of the enemy, he should halt his command at 
a convenient spot, where they will be screened from 
the enemy's view; and, havino; made his dispo- 
sitions against a surprise, he will proceed with a 
few picked men to the most favorable point from 
which he can obtain a good look-out, to reconncMtre 
the position occupied, and the other points of i]i> 
terest. If he deem it advisable to keep his position, 
or change it for some other point more favorable, he 
will first transmit a report to the rear of what ha 
has observed. 

327. When the patrol moves by nighty the ordi- 
nary precautions must be redoubled. Signals most 
be agreed upon to avoid danger, should any of the 
party become separated from the main body. Care- 
ful attention must be given to everything passing 
around ; as the barking of dogs, noises, tires, &c. 
On approaching any inhabited spot, the command 
should be brought to a hklt, whilst a few picked 
men move noiselessly forward, and if practicabla, 
by stealing up to the windows, learn the character 
of the inmates. 

328. It cannot be too strongly impressed upon 
the mind of the officer in command of a patrol, that 
he must be all ears and eyes ; that he will be called 
upon in turn, to exercise great boldness, caution, 
presence of mind and good judgment, in accom- 
plishing a mission where the enemy must be seen 
but not encountered ; and such roads and halting 
points be selected, both in moving forward and re- 
turning, as shall be most favorable to his movo* 
ments, and least liable to expose him to a surprise 
or a disadvantageous collision with the enemy. 



CHAPTER VI. 

DETACHMENTS. 

329. Detachments consist of small bodies of 
troops, composed of one, or several arms, to which 
are intrusted some mission connected witii the ope- 
rations of the main-body, but, for the most part, 
performed beyond the sphere of its support ; such, 
for example, as the occupation of some post, or de- 
file, which is to be held temporarily, as necessary to 
the movements of the main-body ; the surprise of a 
post held by the enemy ; the seizure of a convoy, &c. 

330. The composition of a detachment will de- 
pend upon the nature of the duty to be performed ; 
the character of the country in which it is to ope- 
rate ; the distance of the point to be reached ; and 
the more or less celerity required in the operation. 
As a general rule, detachments should be formed 
only of light troops, well acquainted with their du- 
ties ; and, in every case where it can be done, they 
should consist of a proper proportion of each arm 
of the service, if the duty upon which they are sent 
is at all of an important character. By this combi- 
nation each arm is enabled to act with more bold- 
ness and vigor, from the support with which it will 
meet in the others ; and can better select its mo- 
ment for action, according to the chara-cter of the 
ground on which it finds itself. 

331. The combats of detachments will be mostly 
restricted to firing, and the skilful employment of 
skirmishers. The troops must be kept perfectly in 
hand for mutual support, the artillery keeping near 
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the infantry, and the cavalry, whenever the opp(m 
tunity is presented, hazarding only short but vigor* 
ous charges against the enemy. 

332. The omcer placed in command of a detach* 
ment, should be thorouglily conversant with the 
handling of troops ; so as to insure constant reci- 
procity of support ; and to be able to seize upon 
tliose opportunities of bringing the proper arm into 
action, and for passing from the defensive to the 
offensive, which combats between small bodies of 
troops so frequently present. 

333. March of Detachments. As a detachment 
must rely mainly on its own resources, the penan' 
n I end materiel of the troops should be rigidly in- 
spected before marching ; to see that the men and 
horses are in a sound state ; that nottiina is wanting 
in their equipments ; that the gun and other car- 
riages are in good travelling order; and that the 
necessary amount of ammunition, provisions, and 
forage have been provided for the expedition. 

334. Every source of information sho\ild be con- 
sulted with respect to the nature of the roads, and 
the country over which the column is to march; 
and mxxl maps, telescopes, and guides should be 

Erovided. If a reconnaissance of the line of march 
as beon directed, it should be placed in charge of 
a well informed staff, or other officer, conversant 
with the duties required of him ; so that the com- 
mander of the detachment may bo accurately in- 
formod of the state of the roads, as to their practica- 
bility for men, horses, and carriages ; particularly the 
numb(?r of hours of march from station to station ; 
and the character of the obstacles with wliich he 
may be liable to meet, from the state of the bridsea, 
the nature of the water-courses, and the defilea 
along the route. 
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335. In oi'der to avoid being anticipated in our 
object by the enemy, every attention should be paid 
to preserve strict order among the troops, and to 
advance with celerity ; so that secrecy may be kept 
until the detachment reaches its destination. The 
troops, for this purpose, should be kept as closely 
together as the character of the grouna will permit ; 
and when guides are employed, tSey must be strictly 
watched, and not be dismissed until the march is 
completed. 

336. The distribution of troops, or the order of 
marcht will mainly depend upon the character of the 
country ; the general rule to be followed is so to 
place each arm in the column, that \he troops may 
be formed for action by the most prompt and simple 
movements. In a very open country, the ereater 
part of the cavalry will be at the head of the col- 
umn ; where it is somewhat broken, half of the 
cavalry may be in front, and the remainder in the 
rear ; and in a very difficult country the infantry 
will lead. The artillery may be placed in the in- 
tervals of the column where the country is not dif- 
ficult ; in the contrary case it will be in the rear, 
but covered by a small detachment which it pre- 
cedes. 

337. The column must be secured from a sudden 
attack of the enemy by an advanced-guard, flankers, 
and a rear-guard, 'j'he advanced-guard will be 
composed of cavalry or infantry, or of the two com- 
bined, according to the character of the country. 
In some cases it may be well to have two or three 
liffht pieces with the advanced-guard. The strength 
of the advanced-guard, for detachments not over 
two thousand men, need not be greater than one* 
fifth of the whole ; for larger homes it may be be- 

' See Plate V. for Articles 886, 876. 
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tween a fourth and a third, according to the deipec 
of resistance it may be required to offer. 

338. The advanced-guanl of a detachment should 
seldom leave a wider interval than about a thousand 
paces between it and the main-body. In a broken 
country, when this force consists of infantry alone, 
the distance should be less, to avoid an ambush. 
The main-body of the advanced-guard should al- 
ways be preceded a few himdred paces by a stroDff 
patrol of cavalry or infantry, to search the ffround 
and secure the advanced-guard from falling mto an 
ambush, or from a sudden attack. 

339. The flankers will consist mainly of a hw 
detachments, which march parallel to the column 
and a few hundred paces from it, according to the 
character of the ground ; these will throw out a few 
men, from a hundred to a hundred and fifty paces, 
on their exposed flank, to keep a vigilant looK-ont, 
in tliat direction, for the enemy. Occasional patrols 
may also be sent out on the flanks, when it b 
deemed necessary to push an examination to some 
distant point, or to gain a height offering a com« 
manding view of the country. As the object of the 
flankers is rather to give timely notice to the main* 
body of an enemy's approach, than to offer any se- 
rious resistance, the detachments of which they are 
composed need only consist of a few men. 

340. The rear-guard, except in a very broken or 
mountainous country, which would offer facilities to 
the enemy for slipping to the rear, need only be a 
small detachment, placed more to prevent stragw 
glers from falUng to the rear than for any othei 
object 

841. Night marches should not be made, except 
in case of necessity. When their object is to sni^ 
Diise an cueiny, if there be an advanced-guaid, it 
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should be kept near the head of the column. Patrola 
should be sent forward, with orders to advance with 
great caution^ and not push on too far. Flying 
patrols may, if requ»site, be kept up on the flanks. 
The most exact order and silence should be main- 
tained, and extreme vigilance be exercised to avoid 
placing the enemy on the alert. 

342. The following remarks, on the subject of 
marches, are taken from a little work, " On the Dur 
ties of Troops composing the Advanced Corps of an 
Army" by Lieut.-Col. Ijeach, of the British Army ; 
- a work which, for its sound practical views, made 
in the vein of a judicious, well-informed soldier, who 
has seen service, commends itself to the juniors of 
the profession generally. 

" At the time the foliowinor orders were first is- 
sued for the march of the light-division, ui the sum- 
mer of 1809, on its route from Lisbon to Talavera, 
the troops moved off by whole or half sections, ac- 
cording to the width of the road ; but, at a later pe- 
riod, a general order appeared, which directed tliat 
the infantry should march by threes. 

" The division having formed in rear of the lead- 
ing battalion, at whole, half, or quarter distance, or 
in close column, and the baggage being assembled 
in rear of it, the march was commenced with pre- 
cisely the same regularity as would be observed by 
a regiment or regiments moving in or out of a gar- 
rison town; the bands playing, the light-infantry 
with arms sloped, and those of the riflemen slung 
over the shoulder, the officers with swords drawn, 
and exact wheeling distances of the sections pre- 
served, and perfect silence observed. 

" After having proceeded a short distance in this 
manner, the word of command, 'March at ease,' 
was given by the general at the head of the leading 

11 
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battaliun, and this was passed quickly on to the roar 
from conipany to com][^y. The C8.ptains, instead 
of continuing at the head of their companies, drop* 
ped bade to the rear of them : the reasons for allot- 
ting tliis station to them was, that they might see 
any men of their respective compames who at- 
tempted to leave the ranks without leave. The 
ofHcors and non-commissioned officers preserved the 
wheeling distances. The soldiers now carried their 
arms in uny manner most convenient. Some along 
thorn over their shoulders, (most of them, indeec^ 
preferred this mode as the least fatiguing,) others 
sloped them, -.ind many trailed them, and they con- 
stantly changed from the right hand or right shoul- 
der to the leit. Whilst some lighted their short 
black pipes, otiiers sung or amused their comrades 
with stories and jests, as is usual on those occasions. 
Although allowed to prosecute the march in this 
easy and unrestrained manner, a heavy penalty, 
nevertheless, awaited the man who quitted the 
ranks without permission from the captain or officer 
commanding his company. The captains were al- 
ways provided with tickets bearing their own signa- 
ture, on each of which was written, * The bearer 
has my permission to fall out of the ranks, being 
unable to proceed with the regiment' Any soldier 
found on the line of march by the rear-guard, with- 
out a ticket, was liable to be punished for disobe- 
dience of orders ; and, as no difficulty was ever ex- 
perienced by men who were sick, or knocked up, in 
procuring this certificate of inability to keep up with 
their regiments, such offenders certainly merited 
punishment. 

^ If a soldier wanted to fall out of the ranks for a 
few minutes only, he ^vaa required to ask leave of 
the captain to do so, and, moreover, to take off hiv 
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Knapsack, and to give it, together with his musketf 
in charge of the men of his own section, to be car- 
ried by Oiem until he rejoined them. This was an 
admirable order, and it operated in two ways ; first, 
the soldier was enabled, not being encumbered with 
either knapsack or musket, more speedily to over- 
take the column on its march ; and secondly, if he 
loitered unnecessarily on the way to rejoin his 
comrades, who were doubly burdened with his arms 
and pack, he would be certain to incur their dis- 
pleasure. 

" About once in every hour and a quarter or half, 
a halt was ordered, and ten or twelve minutes 
allowed for the men to rest. When practicable, 
this was done on ground near which there was 
water ; but it is almost unnecessary to add, that 
very frequently it was not possible to find such 
favorable spots. 

" Preparatory to those temporary halts, the word 
of command, * Attention !' was given at the head 
of the leading regunent, and passed on rapidly (as 
already stated) from company to company. Upon 
this, the captains moved quickly from the rear of 
their companies to the front ; the arms of the soldiers 
were regularly shouldered or slung ; perfect silence 
was observed ; the pipes were instantaneously put 
out of sight, either in the haversacks or elsewhere ; 
the dressing and the wheeling distances of the sec- 
tions were correctly kept ; and in an instant there 
was a magical change from apparent irregularity 
to most perfect discipline and order. 

" On resuming the march after those halts, the 
troops observed the same extreme regularity during 
the first hundred or two of yards, as 1 have already 
described. The words * March at ease' being again 
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given, they returned to the song, the story, and the 
tobacco-pipe. 

" On approaching rivulets or shallow pieces of wa« 
ter, which it was necessary should be passed, neither 
officers nor soldiers were allowed to pick their way 
tlirough, nor was the smallest break or irregularity 
permitted to exist in the ranks ; but the coli^nm 
marched through by half sections, sections, or sub- 
divisions, (according to the width of the ford,) pre- 
serving the same order as if moving along a road. 

" That this regulation was, on some occasions, 
too rigidly enforced, I have never heard disputed ; 
still, the object at which it aimed, viz. that of ex- 
pending as little time as possible on each day's 
march, so as to give the soldiers time to take their 
rest, to construct huts in the bivouac, to wash 
their linen, to mend their clothes or shoes, to draw 
their rations, and to cook their meals, that they 
might be fresh for whatever fiitigues happened to 
be in store for them, was indisputably a most de- 
sirable one. 

" Those who have campaigned know, that in ad- 
vancing to attack an enemy, or in retiring before 
one, the passage of rivers in the line of march, 
even if so deep as to reach their middles, and under 
the fire of an enemy also, are expected to be crossed 
by the troops without a greater derangement taking 
place in their order of march than the obstacles 
which thoy are in the act of encountering, must ne- 
cessarily produce in a greater or less degree. 

" With a detachment consisting of a few hundred 
men, at a distance from an enemy, and with ample 
time b'>fore them to got over their day's march, it 
would appear that this order might well be dispen 
sed with ; but with a division of four or five thou 
•and men, the case is widely different. 
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" Let it be supposed that it has arrived at a 
stream which admits of being passed by sections, 
subdivisions, or even by companies ; and that, in- 
stead of proceeding straight through it in this man- 
ner, every soldier is permitted to pick his way across 
in any manner he may think proper, and to break 
off from Iiis place in the ranks, — what a vast loss 
of time would this occasion ! When would the 
rear of the column have effected its passage? 
Surely the patience of those belonging to the front, 
centre, and rear of this body of four thousand sol- 
diers, would be pretty well exhausted long before 
tJie opposite bank was gained by the whole, and 
the march resumed. 

" In the rugged and mountainous districts which 
the army so frecjuently traversed in the Peninsula, 
it encountered various defiles and other obstacles, 
which precluded the possibility of their being passed 
except by a very small number of men at a time ; 
and the following mode was therefore adopted by 
each company in making its way along. The first 
company of the leading battalion, as soon as it had 
disentangled itself from the defile, or broken ground, 
was directed to inarch forward, perhaps about a 
quarter of a mile ; there to pile arms, and the men 
to rest. The head of the next company, when it 
had cleared the defile, halted about thirty or forty 
yards on the other side, until all the men bolonging 
to it came up in succession. This done, the cap- 
tain moved it forward independently until it joined 
the leading company, where it piled arms. Tkus, 
each company, as soon as it had cleared the obsta- 
cles, was brought up en masse, and at a regular 
pace, without reference to those in its rear. By 
those means that most unmilitary exhibition of file 

11* 
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afler file running on, like a string of wild geose, to 
catch those in their front, was entirely avoided. 

" Few things tend so effactualiy to fatigue and 
irritate soldiers who are already jaded, as that of 
trotting on, bending under the weight of pack, belts, 
and nmsket, to overtake those who continue to 
march on in their front. 

343. " When the division was about to perform 
a march not in the immediate vicinity of an enemy, 
the following arrangements were made either for 
bivouacking or quartering it^ (as the case might be,) 
80 that no time should be lost after it had reached 
Its destination. 

" A staff-officer, accompanied by the quartermas- 
ters of the division, or (if other duties at that mo- 
ment were required to be performed by the quarter- 
masters) by a subaltern of each regiment, preceded 
the troops on horseback, so as to arrive loAg before 
them at the ground on which they were to nalt for 
the day, or at the town or village in which it was 
intended they should be quartered. 

"A whole street, or part of one, (as circumstances 
admitted,) was allotted by the staff-officer to the 
quartermasters for each of their regiments, who 
immediately divided the street into equal portions 
for the different companies, reserving a house or 
two for the staff of tlie regiment. 

" A sergeant of every company of the division 
being sent forward so as to arrive long before the 
troops, and being told by his quartermaster how 
many and what buildings were set apart for his 
own people, again subdivided the houses into four 
equal parts Ibr each of the sections. 

" In the event of any noise or disturbance taking 
place, whether by day or by night, tlie probabilities 
were, that the officers belonging to the companies 
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where such irregularities were going on, would ceiv 
tainly hear it, and as instantaneously put an end 
to it. 

" If, then, the division marched into a town, each 
company was by its sergeant conducted to the 
houses allotted to it; in which they were estab- 
lished in a very few minutes. It rarely happened, 
therefore, that the soldiers were kept waiting in the 
streets for any length of time, as has too often been 
the case. 

" Should it, on the other hand, have been intended 
to bivouac the division, instead of putting it into 
houses, arrangements of a similar nature were 
adopted, by sending forward officers and sergeants 
to take up the ground ; by which means each com- 
pany marched at once up to its own sergeant, on 
whom they formed in open column. 

" The rolls were immediately called ; the men 
first for duty were warned for guards, (also in- 
lying and outlying pickets, if near the enemy,) for 
fatigue duties, to draw the rations, to procure 
wool for cooking if none was near at hand, to go 
for water if no river flowed near the encampment, 
&c. &c. 

" This done, and the alarm-post, or place of gen- 
eral assembly, having been pointed out to every 
one, the men were dismissed ; the arms piled, the 
cooking immediately commenced, and all further 
parades were dispensed with for the day, except a 
roll-call about sunset. 

"Parties to procure forage, whether green or 
dry, were sent out in charge of an officer as soon 
as the troops were dismissed. 

344. " Amongst the various regulations laid down 
for the light-division, I must not omit to mention 
what were termed mule-guards. 
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" A corporal and three privates of every com- 
pany, mounted gnard at nightfall, whenever the 
division was encamped. The particular duty ex- 
pected from the sentinels of these company guards, 
was to keep an eye to the baggage animals belong- 
ing to their officers, (which were picketed to the 
trees or fastened in some other manner,) and to pre- 
vent them from breaking loose. 

" After the establishment of those little guards, 
but few instances occurred of whole troops of noisy 
mules, horses, and asses, chasing each other round 
and through the camp or bivouac, and galloping 
over the faces and bodies of the soldiers whilst 
they were asleep. 

** Independent of their utility in this way, every 
company in the division, having its own sentinel, 
was sure to be instantly apprized of any alarm da- 
ring tlie night from the pickets in front ; and they 
were enabled, also, to communicate to their respec- 
tive companies, without the least delay, any orders 
arriving at the camp. 

"Those only who have witnessed it can thor- 
ouffhly understand with what uncommon facility 
and dispatch tlie division could suddenly get under 
arms, tbrm in column of march, load the haggage, 
and proceed on the route chalked out for it." 

345. Defensive measures of DelachmsrUs, In the 
combats of detachments, whether offensive or de- 
fensive, as the employment of skirmishers is the 
principal means resorted to, and the troops, but in 
rare cases, act in mass 8 ?ainst the enemy, posi- 
tions should be chosen which will be favorable for 
this kind of combat. It but seldom happens, in 
selecting a [)Oiiiion for the defensive, that strong 
points can be found to secure the wings from an 
attack ; but no nosition should be taken up whidi 
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does not present covers for the infantry; good 
points for the action of the artillery, where it will 
be but little exposed; as well as shelters where 
the cavalry may be kept at hand, ready for any 
emergency, and unexposed to the fire of the ene- 
my's artillery. 

346. The natural features of the position will 
necessarily determine the dispositions for the de- 
fence. It must, however, be borne in mind that, 
as it is essential to keep the troops well in hand for 
mutual support, they must not be too much dis- 
persed; and that a position which requires this 
cannot be vigorously defended. The artillery 
should be kept within a hundred paces of the main- 
body of the infantry ; and the cavalry at about two 

• hundred paces. Offensive movements will be 
mostly left to the cavalry ; which should be held in 
reserve as long as possible, in order that it may act 
vnth the more effect upon the enemy when he is 
weakened. The infantry should only resort to the 
bayonet under very favorable circumstances; as, 
when acting in mass, it will be more exposed to 
the enemy's fire, and be more in danger of being 
surrounded. 

347. Defiles in the rear of a position do not pre- 
sent the same dangers to small as they do to large 
bodies of troops, and may indeed be very favorable 
to the defence in a retreat ; but a position should 
not be taken up too far in advance of a defile, as it 
might give the enemy an opportunity of cutting off 
the retreat of the detachment. Whenever this dan- 
ger is to be apprehended, it must be guarded against 
by flankers ; whose duty it will be to give timely 
warning to the main-body of any movement of the 
enemy to gain their rear. 

348. If the detachment is forced to retreat, the 
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greatest attention must be given to keep the troops 
well togeth3r, and to inspire them with confidence 
in their mntual support. Every advantage should 
be tak?n of the strong features of the ground for 
checking the enemy, by occupying it with skir 
mishar.H. A portion of the cavalry should be always 
at hand, to act oScnsively when occasion offars. 
The artillery will retire by half batteries, or sec- 
tions, for the pnrpo33 of taKinir up successive posi 
tions to secure the retraat of the main-body. When 
ever a dofib is mot on the line of retreat, the en- 
trance to it should ba tlmaly secured, by occupying 
every stron-r point near it, to cover the retreating 
column. If the defile is of a character that admits 
of interior d3f3nce, some men should be sent in ad- 
vance to raise, at suitable points, barriers, or any 
other obstacles that will serve as shelters from 
which th^ enemy can be held in check. 

349. Difenoj of D3fi^es. The term defile is ap- 
plied to any narrow passage through which troops 
can only pass in column, or by a flank ; such, for 
example, as roids confined between mountains, 
causewavs through marshes, a bridge, &c. 

35D. Defiles are occupied either to secure them 
for our own purposes, or to prevent an enemy from 
passing them. In either case, the position taken 
up by the troops, whether in advance of, or in the 
rear of the defile, to hold it, will depend upon its 
length an J the features of the ground at its outlets. 
If the ground in advance is open to the enemy's 
fire, the entrance to the defile cannot be defended 
with any chance of success. In like manner, if 
the ground in the rear is of the same character, 
and within range of the enemy's fire, it will not be 
practieaMe to prevent the enemy from dehotiching 
if in suiHcient force. 
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351. Wlien the defile is to be secured ibr ow 
own use, the ground in advance must be occupied, 
by taking advantage of all the natural features fa- 
vorable to the defence. The flanks of the position 
should, if practicable, rest upon points that the 
enemy will not be able to turn. The entrance 
will be guarded by a strong detachment ; and if 
there are points within the defile- which would be 
favorable for checking the enemy, in case of re- 
treat, they should be prepared for defence, by 
using such means as may be found at hand for 
strengthening them. 

352. If it be deemed advisable to take position in 
rear of the defile rather than in front, the entrance 
to it should be occupied by a small detachment, for 
the purpose of observing the enemy ; and if there 
are points on the flanks of the defile which, if in pos- 
session of the enemy, would render him master of 
it, they must be strongly guarded. 

353. The detachment for the defence of a defile 
will be composed of one or several arms, according 
to the character of the ground. Each arm will be 
posted on the points most favorable to its action, and 
for mutual support. If the position taken up be in 
rear of the defile, the artillery should be placed at 
three or four hundred paces in the rear, so as to 
command by its fire the interior and outlet. The 
cavalry should be at some two hundred paces back, 
ready to charge the enemy in flank as he debotuihes. 
The skirmishers should seize upon every point near 

.the outlet from which the enemy can be reached, both 
within the defile and as he debouches from it; 
whilst the main-body of the infantry will be posted 
on the right and left of the outlet, m the best posi- 
tions for throwing in a heavy fire, and then driving 
back the enemy with the bayonet. 
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354. When a position taken in advance of a de* 
file is likely to be forced, the retreat should be com- 
menced by sending all the artillery except two 
pieces to the rear, to take a position to secure the 
outlet. A portion of the cavalry will next retire, 
the rest remaining with the rear-guard, to check 
by its charges the enemy, should he press on with 
vigor to seize the entrance. The mam-body of the 
infantry will next retire by the usual movements, 
either from the centre or the winffs, as the case 
may require. The rear-guard, havmg secured the 
entrance until the main-My is far enough to the 
rear to be out of danger, will retire ; the cavalry, or 
the infantry leading, as the defile may present fea* 
tures most favorable to the action of the one or the 
other ann. As the troops successively clear the 
outlet, they will take position to receive the enemy 
should he attempt to force a passage. 

355. In mountainous passes, where the flanks of 
the defile can bo attained bv the heights falling into 
the hands of tlie enemy's sKirmishers, these points 
must be occupied by detachments, as well as all 
paths, or roads leading to the flanks, or to the rear 
of the defile. The reserves of the detachments 
should occupy in preference points where cross* 
roads meet The communications between the de- 
tachments and the main-body must be well pre* 
served ; and if the detachments are driven in, tney 
must fall back on their supports, and occupy other 
pomts on ilie flanks previously desi^ated. A re- 
treat, under such circumstances, will demand the 
greatest circumspection, and great unity of action. 
To secure the retreat of the rear-guard, the lateral 
issues should be well ffuarded by detachments. 

356. Bridges and dikes are defended in the same 
manner as other defiles. A bridge in an opev 
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country, particularly one over a small water* 
course, is not susceptible of a good defence, and the 
best thing to be done, to render the passage useless 
to the enemy, is to destroy it. If the country on 
the side towards the enemy is open, whilst on the 
opposite side it is broken so as to present good 
covers for the troops, a position may be taken up 
behind the bridge, and the defence be conducted in 
the usual manner. If, on the enemy's side, the 
CTound is broken, whilst the other side is open, a 
defence can only be attempted at great risk ; as, in 
case of beinff forced to retreat, the movement must 
be made under strong disadvantages, arising from 
the exposed position oi the flanks of the retreating 
force, whilst on the bridge, to fire, as well as that of 
the position which must be taken up on the opposite 
side, if an attempt is made to arrest the enemy at 
the outlet of the bridge. When both ends of the 
bridge are favorable to defence, the side towards the 
enemy may be occupied by a detachment whilst the 
main-body takes position on the opposite side. 

367. Fords can only be defended with safety by 
taking up a position behind them when the ground 
presents good covers, near enough to the point of 
crossing, to bring a strong fire on the enemy whilst 
passing. Fords are usually the more difficult of 
defence, as several are frequently found in the 
same vicinity. The best plan to be resorted to 
generally, is to endeavor to obstruct them by any 
means at hand. 

368. Villages, <f«. Villages which are acces- 
sible on all sides should not be occupied by a de- 
tachment which is obliged to rely only on its own 
resources ; but when they are so situated that they 
can be approached by tlie enemy only in front, 
having their flanks covered by natural obstacles 



134 

and the ground in their rear being favorable to a 
movement of retreat, they may be defended with 
success, provided they are not commanded by the 
ground in advance, within the range of fire-anna, 
and that the approaches to them can be swept bj 
the fire of the defence. 

359. On occupying a village, the commanding>- 
officer should immediately make himself acquainted 
with the environs to at least within the range of 
fijre-arms ; and lose no time in erecting such ^bMsta- 
cles, as barricades across the streets, abatis, &e., 
as the means at his disposal will permit. 

360. The defence will mainly fall upon the in- 
fantry, which should be divided into three parties for 
this object ; the one will occupy all favorable points 
where cover can be obtained on the outskirts of the 
village, such as ditches, inclosures, &c. ; another, 
divided into a suitable number of detachments, will 
be posted, under cover, on the most accessible ave* 
nues to the position occupied by the first, of which 
they will form the supports ; the third will form one 
or more reserves, according to the extent of ground 
taken up, and will be posted at some central pcMnt 
most convenient to act, according as circumstanees 
may demand. 

361. The artillery will be placed at those points 
where it can best sweep the ground over which the 
enemy must approach to attack the weak points 
of the position. It should be covered by an epanl- 
ment, and be masked until it is necessary to open 
its fire. 

362. Cavalry can aid but little in the interior 
defence of a village ; if it form a part of the detach- 
ment, it may take post so as to secure the flanks of 
the village, if they are not well covered ; otherwise 
a position should be taken by it in rear, to he ready 
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to cover the retreat, if the otlier troops should be 
driven out by the enemy. 

363. In the defence of a village, the detachment, 
unless it should find itself decidedly superior to the 
enemy, will rely mainly upon the effects of its fire. 
Sorties may be attempted, if the enemy commits any 
blunder ; such as exposing himself to a flank attack, 
or not supporting well his advanced line. When a 
sortie is decided upon, the point from which it is 
made should be strongly occupied, to cover the 
party sallying out in case of a repulse. The party 
for the sortie should attack with vigor, but with due 
precautions against being cut off; and if they suc- 
ceed in driving back the enemy, they must not en- 
gage in a headlong pursuit, but fall back under 
cover of the party holding the point from which 
they sallied. 

364. If the troops occupying the ext^or line are 
in danger oif bein^ tumeci by a flank attack, they 
must retire upon ue village, and take up positions 
previously designated for this contingency. To 
msure good order and steadiness in this movement, 
the supports should hold the enemy in check by a 
sortie on his flank. * 

365. When it is found that the village must be 
evacuated, the supports will act with me line of 
skirmishers, to delay the progress of the enemy, by 
disputing every favorable point, in order that the 
reserves may have time to retire and take up a po- 
sition in the rear, to secure the retreat of the troops 
still engaged. 

In the retreat, the troops falling back on their 
supports, or reserves, should be careful not to place 
themselves so as to obstiuct either their movements, 
or ^heir fire upon the enemy. 

366. Inclosures and Houses, In the defence of 
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posts, it frequently becomes necessary to occapy 
isolated houses and strong farm-yard inclosures, ta 
prevent the approach of the enemy on some point 
In such cases the doors and windows, through 
which an enemy might force his way in, most be 
strongly barricaded ; those from which a good fire 
can be brought to bear upon tlie enemy, should be 
arranged to give the men secure shelter whilst 
firing ; loop-holes must also be made through the 
walls to give more fire. If circumstances require 
that the house be held to the last extremity, the ar- 
rangements in the interior must be made to defend 
it story by story, until the object to be attained ia 
accomplished. 

367. The distribution of the troops will depend 
on the character of the inclosure. When it is spa- 
cious and open, the usual distribution of a line of 
troops around the walls, with supports and a re- 
serve, will be made. In a house, me troops will be 
divided into several parties, each under the com- 
mand of a subaltern, or non-commissioned officer, 
who will direct the defence of their respective sto- 
ries. When there are men enough, two should be 
placed at each loop-hole, and a small reserve be 
kept in the most sheltered spot at hand. The main 
reserve will occupy the point most convenient to 
fall upon the enemy should he force his way in. 
The men at the loop-holes should be cautioned not 
to throw away their fire, and at suitable intervals 
they should be relieved by men from the reserve. 

368. It is but seldom that artillery can be used 
in these cases. Some pieces may be posted with 
advantage in inclosures. Cavalry can be of no 
service, except it can act in ambush from some 
point where it may fall on the enemy's flank. 

369. General Measures for Oie Attack, The dia* 
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positions made for the attack by the comfnandingw 
officer of a detachment, will necessarily be based 
upon the defensive measures of the enemy. There- 
fore, in tlie first place, a correct knowledge should 
be gained of the position taken up by the enemy, 
and the manner in which his troops are distributed 
for its defence. The points to which attention will 
be directed in these respects, ene, first, the natural 
features of the position as adapted to a good de- 
fence ; and second^ the distribution of the troops. 

370. On the first point, the character of the 
ground in front of the enemy's position, as to its 
capabilities for the effective action of infantry, cav- 
alry, and artillery, must be carefully examined ; the 
flanks of the position, as to the practicability of 
turnino- them ; finally, its rear, as offering a secure 
retreat to the enemy. 

371. On the second point, we must endeavor to 
ascertain whether the enemy, in posting his troops, 
has taken advantage of the features of ground in 
his front, by placing each arm on those points most 
favorable to its action ; whether the extent of ground 
taken up by the enemy is susceptible of a strong 
defence by the troops which occupy it ; whether the 
different arms are so posted as to give a mutual 
support ; whether the enemy has neglected to give 
proper supports and reserves, or to place them within 
suitable cistanQes ; whether he has crowded too 
many troops upon one point, or has posted too few 
on another; whether the points occupied by any 
portion of the troops, particularly by the artillery, 
or cavalry, are exposed to an enfilading fire of our 
own artillery ; whether his flanks are assailable ; 
whether there are defiles to his rear which he has 
omitted te occupy ; finally, whether he has neglected 

12* 
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to gnard Bvenaes by which cither his Banks or res 

ma J be reached. 

313. If the enemy's troops am woli ptialed in 
front, occupying all the advnnlageoua pointa pre- 
Benlcd by the ground, and ivell supported, we must 
look lo see wfiiil cun be done by operating on hh 
flanks, or by turning his position and gaining liis 
rear, whilst a. feigned ittlnck in made on his front. 
If the extent of his posilion is loo great, and his 
troops too much disper.icd. his &nks miiy be men- 
aced whilst a uirious altiick is made on hia front. 

373. Attacks on the flanka by a portion of the 
troops are very bvorable against an enemy not 
prompt at manceuvring ; hut, wlien made agninst tt 
skilful active enemy, ve expose onrselvcs to the 
same attack that we attempt agauist bioi, beudea 
weakening nur front. 

374. In moving forwnrd to (be attack, the troopa 
should be kept well in hand for mutual sapporL 
The artillery and cavalry should avail themselves 
of all covers presented by tlie ground, to avmd ex- 
posure to the enemy's artillery. The artillery 
should reserve its lire until it can ope^ with a de> 
cided eS*ect to clear the way for the action of the 
main-body ; leaving to the skirmishers lo piish for- 
ward, and bv their lire drive the enemy from hia 
covers. If, nowever, there are pointa from which 
the enemy cannot be well dislodged without the aid 
of artilletV, it should bf brought early Into action, to 
avdd the blood-shed of unavailing attacks of the in 
fantry. In no case should the artillery be isolat~ 
but always covered by a strong escort ; othenf^ 
ft miffht at any moment fall into the enemy's 1 " 

S7S. In altncks of t)ie character in qw 
where the skirmishfrfi jilay ao important a , 
they will be required lo resort Ireqaently to | 
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bayonet, to dislodge the enemy fully from his coven 
whenever an opportunity offers, some cavalry should 
be at hand to take advantage of the retreat of the 
enemy when driven from such points. 

376. The cavalry in its charges, however dasfi- 
ingly made, should use due circumspection, and not 
venture too far in a headlong pursuit, for fear of 
being brought up suddenly by the enemy, advan- 
tageously posted to profit by such faults. 

377. The infantry will only act in mass and with 
the bayonet when the enemy has been well wearied 
by the fire of its skirmishers and artillery ; if, when 
driven from his position, the enemy can bo forced 
upon a defile, a few rounds of grape followed up by 
the bayonet can seldom fail of completing his de- 
struction. 

378. Atlack of Defiles, The length of a defife, 
and the circumstance of its being prepared by bai^ 
ricades within it, to protract the defence, are pointa 
of grave importance in planning an attack. When 
the length is so great that the outlet is beyond the 
range of our cannon, the troops will not be able to 
pass it, except under the most favorable circum- 
stances, as the enemy can make the best dispositions 
at a short distance from the outlet, to crush the 
troops which first attempt to debouche. If the de^ 
file is barricaded, the barricades should not be at- 
tacked in front, except for very grave reasons, as, 
if skilfully defended, they can only be carried at 
great cost of lifa. 

379. In attacking the entrance of a defile, the 
troops should approach along the most convenient 
and best sheltered avenues, and deploy when a lit- 
tle beyond musket range. The skirmishers and 
the artillery should profit by the ground, in taking 
positions favorable both for shelter, and to reach 
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with the^ fire the enemy's troops Sknrmishem 
should be directed to close in, particularly on the 
obstacle:^ by which the flanks of the enemy's posi* 
lion are strengthened, and endeavor to dislodge his 
troops from them. The main-body, held in reserve 
to carry the entrance with the bayonet, so soon a» 
it is seen that a serious impression has been made 
by the tire, should be kept under cover, and as near 
at hand as the ground will permit. If the enemy 
gives way, the main-body should make a vigorous 
attack in mass with tlie bayonet'^ and, following 
up closely the retreating troops, endeavor to secure 
tlie outlet by debouching from it before the front is 
80 far unmasked by the retreating troqps as to en* 
able those, in position for its defence, to act with 
freedom. As fast as the troops deiuMchey tliey 
must occupy the ground in front of the outlet 
strongly, leavii^ a sufficient force for the imme- 
diate defence of the outlet. The leserve should 
remain at the other extremity of the defile to act 
as circumstances may require. So soon as we 
find ourselves in secure possession of the dctile, a 
part of tlie reserve, with all the cavalry, should 
pass and take positions indicated on the opposite 
side. The greater part of the artillery follows, and 
takes position on tlie flanks to open its Are on the 
retiring enemy. 

380. If tlie attack on the entrance to the defile is 
unsuccessful, the troops will retire behind their re* 
serves, tlie latter covering this movement, and iiold- 
fng tlie enemy in check should he attempt a pursuit. 
If a renewed attack is ordered, the troops first ia 
action will form a reserve for the fresh troops 
thrown forward. 

381. When it is found impracticable to force the 
entrance by a direct attack, resort must be had to 



* 
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stratagem, by pushing forward a few troops to act 
on the enemy's flanks, and try to dislodge ahn firom 
the obstacles by which they are covered. If this 
attempt is successful, the troops in action must be 
gradually reinforced to gain supports for the flanks 
of the column of attack in its advance movement 
As the colunm penetrates the defile, ground must 
be gradually ^ined by throwing forward fresh 
troops which dislodge the enemy, secure the issues 
in case of retreat, and hold the points of support 
of the flanks. 

382. In the attack of defiles forming monntaint- 
ous passes, the column of attack must be well co^ 
ered on the flanks, by detachments which make a 
simultaneous attack on the enemy's posts on the 
heights, to prevent the one from afibrding support 
to £e other. These detachments should be strong 
enough for the duty assigned, so that should any 
post ofler a vigorous resistance, they may be en- 
abled to renew their attacks with fresh troops. 

383. Two-thirds of the detachments will act as 
skirmishers, the other third will be held in reserve. 
So soon as any post is carried, the reserves will 
occupy it. When the skirmishers move forward, 
a portion or the whole of the reserve will follow, 
as circumstances may demand. There should be 
no intermission in the attacks when once com- 
menced, but the enemy be driven by alternate at- 
tacks of fire and the bayonet, from point to point, 
to enable the detachments gradually to gain the 
immediate borders of the defile, so as to reach the 
rear of the enemy's troops, and force them to re- 
tire. The main-body, in the meantime, should oc- 
cupy the enemy in front, to prevent him from send- 
ing succor to the posts that secure his rear aiid 
fl^iks. 



142 

384. Attacks of Villages^ dfc. As villages, wlien 
occupied with a view to defence, are usually piB- 
parea for it by the addition of artificial obstacles 
to those which the position naturally presents, an 
c^n attack upon them should, when practicable^ 
be avoided, as it can only succeed, if the assailed 
perform their duty, at great loss of life to the as- 
sailant. In any case, whether made openly or 
otherwise, attacks of this kind ought not to be haz- 
arded except with superior nunwers, unless the 
enemy be very inferior in discipline. 

385. In conducting the attack of a village, the 
troops should endeavor to approach their points of 
attack by avenues which will afibrd them cover 
from the enemy's fire until they arrive near theni» 
and should particularly try to gain any command- 
ing points from whict a plunging fire may be 
brought to bear on the enemy's covered defeocoa. 

3^. The most favorable points of attack are 
those which are salient; as they are naturally 
, weak; those where there are no prepared de* 
fences, or where they are but sTignt; and the 
flanks and rear, when they are accessible, or are 
Bot well secured by troops so posted as to cover 
them. 

387. The attack will mainly devolve upon the 
infantry. The artillery, by taking suitable posi- 
tions either to enfilade any part of the enemy's line 
which lies exposed to its fire, to dismount the ene- 
my's guns, or to throw shells from its howitzers 
into inclosures, will prepare the way for the in- 
fiLntry. The cavalry can only act as a reserve, to 
cover the infantry if repulsed, and to secure the 
flanks from an offensive movement against them. 

388. The infantry will be divided into three oar 
ties for the attack ; one, which will display as skir 
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mishers, may be a sixth of the whole ; another 
which will act as the supports of the first, may be 
about the one-half of the whole ; and the remaining 
third will form the reserve. The party in advance^ 
in dispersed order, will get over the ground as rap- 
idly as possible, and endeavor to close with tna 
enemy's skirmishers; relying almost exclusively 
on the bayonet. Their supports will follow m 
line, at from one hundred to one hundred and fiftj 
paces in their rear ; the reserves at about the same 
distance in rear of the supports, taking advantago 
of the ground to screen themselves from the ene- 
my's fire. If the advanced party succeeds in its 
attack upon the interior defences, they will follow 
up the enemy closely, and give him no opportuni^ 
to halt and make a stand ; the supports will aJk 
vance and clear the streets with the bayonet 
Should the enemy form across a wide street to 
stop the advance, the skirmishers will move for- 
ward in open order, taking advantage of any shel- 
ters to cover themselves, and by their fire force the 
enemy to deliver his, and the supports and reserve 
in mass will attack with the bayonet So soon as 
an entrance is secured, the skirmishers and sup* 
ports will drive the enemy from the interior de- 
fences in their front, whilst the reserve will push 
forward to the central point, to attack his reserve 
if posted there, and to be in readiness to support 
the advanced parties at any point where Bnccor 
may be necessary. 

389. Whenever they can be procured, a IM^rtp 
of well-trained sappers should be sent forward wiA 
the advance, to clear any obstacles by which theii- 
progress might be impeded. If this description of 
troops is not to be obtained, a few active men, used 
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fo handling the axe and pick,shoald be detailed foi 
this necessary duty. 

390. In case of the repulse of the advance, they 
will fall back to the nearest cover from which they 
can open a fire on the enemy, and nfler being joined 
by their supports will renew the attack. 

391. Handling of Skirmishers, Skirmishers play 
80 important a part in all affairs of detachments, as 
well as in engagements of larger bodies, the circum- 
stances being rare, either in the attack or defence, 
where they cannot be employed with considerable 
effect, either to harass or occupy the enemy, that a 
few words may be here especially given to the 

. manner of handling them ; even at the risk of re- 
. peating what has been already laid down. 
• 392. The number of skirmishers employed will 
greatly depend on the features of the ground, as 
being more or less favorable to the action of cav- 
•jslry, or of infantry in mass. In no case, however, 
-should the main-bodv be unduly wea^kened by de- 
. taching too many skirmishers. A third of the en- 
tire force is the most that can be safely thrown for- 
ward for this duty ; and, if it be found that they are 
unable to maintain their ground in the presence of 
the enemy, it will be safer to cause them to fall 
iback and reinforce the main-body, by forming on 
the flanks, or any previously designated point, uan 
to detach from the main-body for their support 

893. The manner of forming a line of skirmish- 
ers, and posting their supports and reserves, with 
Jie other ordinary manoeuvres for extending, ad- 
vancing, retiring, &c., belong to elementary tactics, 
and require no comment here. A few precepts, 
Iwwever, may be mentioned, as connected with tiiis 
tnbject. The line of' skirmishers should not be 
pushed so far in advance of the main-body that the 
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latter will not be able to come to their aid in time if 
they should be vigorously pressed by the enemy ; 
or be able to profit by any advantages obtained by 
them. The reserves to support the line should in 
all cases be near enough for this object ; and, as 
far as practicable, be posted where they can readily 
find cover from the enemy's fire ; taking advantage, 
for this purpose, of any irreffularities of ground or 
shelters, like walls, hedges, ditches, &c. The re- 
serves may be of less strength in broken than in 
open ground; being, however, never less than a 
fourth in the former, nor a third in the latter case. 

394. The position of skirmishers in advance of 
the main-body will depend on the natural features 
of the ground. As a general rule, they ought to 
cover both the front and flanks of the main-body, 
extending far enough beyond each flank for the 
latter purpose ; and, in all manceuvres of the main- 
body in the face of the enemy, it should be protected 
by skirmishers until the new position is taken up. * 

395. It is seldom necessary to throw forward the 
skirmishers before the main-body is ready to com- 
mence the action. They should deploy and extend 
oefore coming within reach of the enemy's mus- 
ketry ; and, when the lines are near enough to en- 
gage, they should retire to the positions previously 
assigned them. 

396. A quick eye, pres<,nce of mind, and good 
judgment in taking up ground are indispensable to 
an officer in command of skirmishers, to enable 
him to keep his troops easily in hand ; preventing 

' them from rushing on headlong in the pursuit, when 
any success is gamed ; and dSecting them to seize 
upon every cover, either in advancing or retiring, 
from which they can with advantage annoy i& 
enemy or hold lum in check, 

13 
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397. Tbe accuracy of aim. npon which the gooi 
Bffects 10 be obtained by skinniaLera depnds, re- 
qnirea that tbe men should be kept cool anil in good 
order. All hurried and violent movements, by 
wliich the men may lose brenlh and become ex- 
bausted, should be avoided ; and they should be 
frequently cautioned against rapid liting, which 
soon impfiirs the aim, and be directed never to Taiae 
the piece until they feel sure of their shot 

39B, In an advance moveuient of xldrmiahera, 
their Hue will necessarily have to conform to the 
features of Che ground; when (his is open, the align< 
ment should, aa far as practicable, be preserved; 
and when broken, the omcera should see that mu- 
tual support is given throiig-hout between the de- 
tached portions ; and that tliose on the flanks be 
Grticularly cautioned not to suffer their attention to 
so much taken up by the enemy in front as to 
neglect securing the flanks from any attempt npon 
them, either openly or by ambuah. 

399. Wherever an open portion of ground occurs, 
it should be gotten rapidly over, so that the men 
shall be exposed as Utile as may be ; and, if there 
is any apprehension from the enemy's cavaliy in 
such cases, the men should be kept well together, 
or even be rallied on the raserves, until the charac- 
ter of the ground will enable them to deploy with 

400. If the more advanced portions come upon 
the enemy in force, ihcy should halt and occupy 
him in front ; whilst a portion may try to turn htin, 
or to annoy his flanks. In like manner, in a sue-' 
ceasfnl attack on ihe enemy's out-posia, the ski> 
niishers should endeavor to maintain their ground 
when llioy come upon hia main-body, by occupying 
iU Htienijon until their own main force can couie vp. 



147 

401. lu the attack upon all covered positions held 
by the enemy, skirmishes play the most important 
part ; and, although it may require the action of 
masses to dislodge the enemy under some cncum- 
stances, there are but few in which, by a judicious 
selection of ground, skirmishers may not greatly 
bother him. The broken features presented by 
wooded and rocky ra\ines, or the beds of small 
fordable streams, from the opposite side of which an 
enemy must be rooted out before ground can be 
gained forward, are ugly circumstances in an ad- 
vance movement ; and mat skill and patience are 
requisite on the part of ooth officers and men to ac- 
complish their object. Points which afford a good 
cover for a few men, or from which a commandii^ or 
a flanking view of the enemy's line can be obtained, 
should be sought for ; and, where the men would be 
much exposed in gaining such points, from the open 
character of the intervening ground, they should be 
sent forward singly, with mrections as to the best 
probable manner of attaining their object, and be 
particularly cautioned against exposing themselves 
m little knots of three or four together, as the 
chances of casualties will be thereby increased. If 
the crest of a hill intervenes in a pursuit, it should 
be ^ined with great caution, for fear of coming 
suddenly upon the enemy in force on the opposite 
side. 

402. When the enomy occupies strong artificial 
obstacles, as palisades, an abatis, yards, of which 
the walls are loop-holed, ^c, an attempt should 
be made to dislodge him by shells from howitzers ; 
the troops for the assault may then be advanced as 
skirmishers, and when within about two hundrea 
paces, should clear the intorvenrng ground at fnU 
speed, in closing. 
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403. In attacks upon forests, the intervemng 
^n CToiind must be cleared in a similar style ; 
And after the enomy has been dislodged from the 
nkirts, the further advance should be cautiously 
made ; attention being paid to preserving the gen- 
eral alignment ; the men taking care to avoid leav- 
ing any considerable gaps between them, or of 
losing sight of each other. A vigilant eye should 
be kept upon securing the communications to the 
rear by the reserves, m case of being forced to re- 
tire ; and, before passing cross-roads, it should be 
well ascertained that they do not offar any facilities 
for an offensive movement of the enemy. 

404. Whenever a defile is met with, which is nor. 
strongly guarded, some of the line of skirmishers 
may enter it boldly, relying on the bayonet, whilst 
others take up points from which they can enfilade 
it ; but if the enemy makes a show of a vigorous 
resistance, the skirmishers should seize upon the 
best points on its flanks from which a warm steady 
fire can be kept up on it, and hold them until their 
reserves, or if necessary the main-body, can come 
up and force their way with the bayonet. When 
the defile is carried, the reserves follow the onward 
movement of the line of skirmishers, leaving it to 
be held, if it be thought necessary, by a detach- 
ment from the main-lmy. 

405. Skirmishers necessarily play a very impoi^ 
tant part in mountainous warfare, as the broken 
character of the ground presents many points from 
which it may become exceedingly dimcult to dis- 
lodge an enemy thoroughly conversant, from some 
days' occupancy, with all its resources. In such at- 
tacks, as tne valley-passes will usually be occupied 
by the strength of the enemy, the skirmishers must 
try to gain successively the heights on the flanks of 
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the main position ; care being taken that no partf 
gets too much in advance of the other. If the enemy 
retires, a portion of the skirmishers should follow 
closely upon his rear, whilst others occupy com- 
manding points from which they can keep up a 
well-directed fire on him. If, in the pursuit, paths 
should be found leading to the flanks, or rear of the 
enemy's main-position, some detachments may be 
pushed forward in these directions, to bother the 
enemy, whilst the rest join in the main attack. 

406. If a vigorous resistance is offered by the 
enemy, it will be necessary to employ a number of 
small detachments to dislodge him from every cover. 
These should advance along the most advantageous 
paths, proceeding with great caution, and leaving 
no suspicious pomts to the rear, until they are tho- 
roughly searched and their character ascertained. 
The communications to the rear, by which the 
skirmishers will have to retire if repulsed, must be 
well secured by the reserves, who will usually take 
post at the junction of cross-roads, or in other po- 
sitions favorable to receiving the skirmishers and 
covering their retreat. 

407. If an isolated post of the enemy is met with, 
every point around it, from which a fire can be 
brought to bear, should be occupied by skirmish- 
ers; and a steady unintermitted fire be kept up 
against it until he is dislodged, or driven from it 
by an attack with the bayonet by the reserves. 

408. In the retreat, every advantageous point 
which offers cover to skirmishers, should be seized 
on by them, to hold the enemy in check, and thus 
give time to the main-body to retire in good onler. 
The skirmishers, however, should not fall too far 
to rear, so as not to compromise their own safety; 
whenever obliged to this, a part of the reserves 
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fflftj be thrown forward, to reinfurce the Vrw, Klkrf'- 
give more vigor to its fire ; bill a pirt slioiild hI- 
■ ways be kept in reserve to be ready for any einoT* 
gency. If the retrenl be tliroi]Kf> ^ defild, and ihe 
eneiny'a pursuit is feoble, it will nBimlly be only 
neceasary to deploy the reserves of the skinnishenO' 
on such gronnd, on the right and left of ibe etf \ 
trance to it, as may be fuvorable to brinfing a goodlJ 
fire to bear on the enemy. As soon as the mni"''^ 
body has cbured the defile, or is aufiirienlly b 
yond the reach of an itrtive pursuit, ihe skirmiaheii 
and their reaervea retire by sections ; keeping I 
from two to three honflred paces in llie rear oflhi 
main-body. In case the enemy shonld pnsh f 
ward with vigor, the skirmishers adopt the b«i 
measures; but the additional precaution shonld Ik 
taken of holding the outlet of the ilefiie, by n d 
tachment posteJ advantageously for that t' " 
nntil all the skirmishers have cleared it, 

409. In ail positions taken up for the deft 
in mountainous, or broken ground, whether t 
valleya or the heights be occupied, those pah 
from which the troops might be annoyed by J 
enemy's skirmishers shonld be gnarxled by m _ 
own, as well as all pathways leading to them ; Km 
tenlion should be given so to post our akirmlahCTT 
as to lake the enem^ in flank in his asstiult upa 
the front of the position. 

410, The safety of the CI 
carefully looked to in a retreat; and for Ibis objw _ 
the position of the reserves should be ,judicionHlT,1 
aelecled; taking Ihero at those points where tm , 
enemy would be met, shoiiH he lake jiathB ot> | 
cross-roads, passing beyond the danka of the ling 
occupied by the skirmishera. to gain their i 
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■ession too long of any point, in order not to have 
their safety compromised, by leaving too wide an 
interval between themselves and the main-body; 
and whenever they are thrown into inclosures, 
they should see that easy communications are 
opened to the rear for a timely exit. 

411. Although skirmishers should rely mauily 
on a steady, well-directed fire, for the attainment 
of their ends, still a resort to the bayonet by the 
reserves should not be overlooked ; as, by a judi 
cious combination of caution with boldness, the 
enemy may not only be held in check, and be con- 
strained to a very circumspect course, but may be 
frequently so forced back as to enable the skirmish- 
ers, if it be advisable, to recover lost ground. 

412. The fact should never be lost sight of, that 
a line of skirmishers is weak in itself; and even 
powerless when exposed to the attack of cavalry, 
or that of infantry' in mass. It offers but a haul 
mark to the enemy's round shot in front, but it 
may be greatly damaged from an enfilading posi- 
tion; and care should therefore be taken not to 
post a line behind any obstacle which, like a hedge, 
or ditch, may so present itself to the enemy's bat- 
teries. The line may also greatly sufier when, 
manoeuvring in open ground, it comes within short 
range of the grape anacanister of the enemy. The 
true tactics, therefore, of skirmishers, is to avoid 
open ground, and to throw themselves into that 
which presents obstacles to the enemy's move- 
ments, and afibrds covers not exposed to enfilading 
views of his batteries ; to seek for positions from 
which their fire will annoy the enemy both in front 
and flank, occupying him in front whilst ground ia 
gained on the flank ; and in all changes of position, 
whether advancmg or retiring, to move from one to 
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the other, hoth with celerity and by an orderly ai 
multaneous movement. 

413. Escalading, This is a means of attack 
upon which our English friends rather pique them- 
selves ; in spite of some signal failures during the 
Peninsular campaigns, and some successes in 
Virhich as much seems to have been owing to 
chance as to any other cause ; as the reader, who 
may look over Joneses Journal of the Sieges carried 
on in these campaimis, will find. Since that time 
it has been successfully used in the attacks made 
on the stockade forts in India. How far it might 
succeed against ourselves, we have no means of 
judging ; as in the attempts by our friends on our 
slight field-works, durng the last war, very few oi 
them had an opportunity of getting further than the 
ditch, under the deadly fire of our well-practised cit- 
izens. It is a resource, however, when others fail ; 
and, in a favorable moment, may succeed, either 
through the surprise, or cowardice of the assailed. 

414. In a Uttie work, on the Attack of Military 
PostSf iSfCy by Captain, now, we believe, Colond 
Jebb, of tlie Koyal Engineers, — which, as well as 
his Defence of Out-posts, is cordially commended 
to the perusal of our young officers, for its practi- 
cal details and capital common-sense views ; mau- 
gre its slap-dash flippancy of style, with which the 
Juniors of the British line, it seems, must be in- 
dulged, to cheat them into a little study of their 
art, — the manner of conducting an assault by esca- 
lade is given with some detail. Whether the groups 
termed rallying columns by the author, would act 
more harmoniously towards the attaimnent of the 
main object, than the groups of another more cele- 
brated system, also brought together by their attrao* 
tional sympathies, experiment alone can determine. 
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415. The following is the outline of the method 
of escalade, proposed by Colonel Jebb in tlie work 
referred to. Ladders of suitable length for the en- 
terprise are to be provided for scaling the scarp ; 
the one proposed is three feet longer than the 
height of the scarp ; so that, the foot of the laddei 
being planted a pace or two from the bottom of the 
wall, the top may project far enough above the 
wall to enable the men to step from the ladder 
with ease, in an upright position. An allowance 
of one ladder is made for every five feet of the face 
to be scaled ; one hundred feet, for example, re- 
quiring twenty ladders. 

416. To each ladder, from four to six men are 
assigned, according to its length. The ladders are 
borne, in the usual manner, oh the shoulders of the 
men ; two or three being placed on each side for 
this purpose. 

The ladders for scaling the scarp are assigned to 
the advance. A second set of less dimensions, for 
descending into the ditch only, are assigned to the 
support. The scarp ladders are placed on the 
ground in line, at some suitable point, with the 
proper intervals between them ; the men to carry 
them, properly " told off," are drawn up in rear of 
them ; and, at the proper commands, are marched 
to their plarves at the sides of the ladders, and raise 
them ready for the forward movement. Similar 
dispositions are made for the counterscarp ladders, 
which are pkced in line, from 100 to 150 yards in 
rear of the others. 

417. At a given signal, the whole are to move 
forward; covered by an advanced firing party, to 
keep down the fire of the work, and followed by a 
reserve. 

The scarp ladders are let down into the ditch, 
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the men descend, carry them across it, plant them 
against the scarp, and mount to the top. The top 
of the parapet gained, the men are to group them- 
selves rapidly in rallying-columns ; and proceed to 
clear the parapet by charging the assailed in flank. 
418. The support and reserve, in the meantime, 
are to follow on without loss of time, to take their 
share in the action. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

CONVOYS. 

419. To conduct a convoy in safety through an 
nemy's tenitory, where it is exposed to attacks 

either of regular, or of partisan troops, is one of 
the most hazardous operations of war; owing to 
the ease with which a very inferior force may take 
the escort at disadvantage in defiles, or other posi- 
tions favorable to an ambuscade, or surprise, and 
to the difiiculty of securing a long column, like 
that presented by a convoy, from a sudden attack. 

420. The escort should be of sufficient strength 
to beat off any presumed force that the enemy can 
bring against it. A weak escort will only hold out 
a temptation to the enemy to attack the convoy. 
When the convoy is of very great importance, it 
may be necessary, besides giving it a strong escort, 
to Arow out detachments between its line of march 
and the enemy ; and when there are posts occupied 
by our troops along this line, they should keep up 
a vigilant system of patrols, pushing them as far 
out as practicable, so that the escort may receive 
aid ana timely notice of any hostile movement. 

The escort, when it is deemed necessary, should 
be composed of all arms ; but always of both in- 
fantry and cavalry, as, from the necessity of gain- 
ing timely information of the enemy's approach, 
patrols of cavalry must be pushed out to some 
distance, both in iront and on the flanks. 

421 . As the convoy must be perfectly hemmed in 
and guarded on all points by its escort, the latter m 



y divided into five princii 
abject ; Bn advnnced-gUDJd, which is preceded by ■ 
Binall detachment lo scour and search the ground 
in front of the line ef much; a rear-guard; (lank 
era ; and the main-body. For the purpose of pro 
Betitiiig a sufficient force upon those points of die 
convoy that will probably he assailed, the main- 
body is subdivided into fonr unequal portions ; ou&> 
half of it will constitute a reaerve ; oue-fourtk q*" 
form o ^uard for the centre of the convoy;, 
the remaming fourth will be divided into two ti 

Cixtioim, one of which will nmrch dkeetly ii(v 
sad of the convoy, and the other close in its 
This snbdivision of the main-body is ina^le o 
suppoaitioD that the enemy will attack tfao a 
eilhor at the centre, or in the front, or rot 
the attack ia made upon either of the In 
pdnis, the divisions for their protection ( 
readily reinforced by the advanced, or thi 
^uard. As the reserve must be in roadineas ti 
inforce any point menaced, and to offer a \\gC 
resistance, its strength should be greater than oi 
of the other divisions. 

42a. The order of march of the escort will be 
regulated mainly by the natund features of tbe 
ground passed over. The odvanccd-giisrd will 

S recede the convoy about a thousand paces. The 
Blttchment by which it is preceded, and which 
should consist of cavalry, will push forward a* 
far aa it can with safety, taking care lo scour 
thoroughly all the ground passed a 
flankers, which will also nsually be c- 
cavalry, will be divided into platoons, and be Ui 
out as far as circumstances will permit. Bach.B 
toon will throw out a small detachment, on itr 
fionk, wiiich tiist will furnish vcdeliss to move 



167 

the outward flank of the detachment. The reserve 
will usually occupy some point near the centre of 
the convoy. The rear-guard will leave about 1000 
paces between it and the taU of the column. The 
divisions immediately at the head and tail of the 
train will keep close to the convoy. The centre 
division will usually be divided into two portions, 
one being on each flank of the convoy ; a space 
of eight or ten paces being left in the centre of the 
train, for these portions to pass to either flank, as 
circumstances may require. 

423. The convoy is placed under the orders oi 
an otRcer, subordinate to the commandant of the 
escort, who is charged with everything appertain- 
ing to its police, &.c. A detachment of pioneers,, 
or sappers, should precede the convoy, to repair the 
roads and bridges, &c. A few wagons, with all 
the necessary implements for the sappers, should 
accompany the convoy ; and it is also reconmiended 
to carry with it a few chevatus-de'/rise, the lances 
of which are of iron, and connected with the bodies 
by hinges, to pack conveniently, in order to form a 
temporary obstacle against the enemy's cavalry, 
when the convoy parks for the nignt, or when 
threatened with an attack. 

424. When a part of the convoy consists of bat- 
horses, or mules, they should be placed at the head 
of the column of wagons, as they are found to travel 
better in this position than when in the rear. 

425. Dialribution of the Train, The train ia 
usually divided into foxa sections. If money or 
powder form a part of the train, it should occupy 
the centre of the second section, as this point ia 
usually best protected. The provisions arid other 
mnnii'ous will be distributed equally among die 
other sections ; so that, should any one be cut off 

14 
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by the enemy, a portion of eauh liind maj' be 8a.TBa 
in the lemaiiider. 

426. As it ukes some time to set the whole col- 
nmn in motion, the haisea are hameaaed and 
bitched to successively, by sectiims. The second 
Hection will not commence to harness until the Inst 
is ready to move off, and so on in eucceasion. The 
time for this operation will be aacartained by ihe 
cffieer m charge of the convoy; so that each aeo- 
Htm may be nolified of the proper moment to pre- 
pare for the march. This should be done in order 
not to fatimie the horses unuecessarily, by keepUig 
lliem standing in hurnesa. 

437. March of Train. The convoy will niaich 
in ungle or double files, according to the st&te of 
the roads. The files should not be doubled 
Ihe road is wide enough for three files ; ai 
when the train can march In tills order at least 
hour; otlierwiae there will bo loo great 
ieuce and loss of time in changing the order 
majYJi. To pass from single to Jouble file, ' 
hindmost wagons of the first and third ^ 

lead off (0 the side of tim road ; and so on each bi 
8ucc«Bsion to ttie one at the hend. The leading 
wagons of the second and fourth sections move 
bri^y on in their new tine of direction, followed 
by those in their rear, until they come up with the 
leading wagons of the other two sections. Ad io- 
teiral of four paces should be preserved between 
the files. To change from double to single file, the 
first section quickens its pace, and when its last 
wagon has passed the leading one of the second 
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n, this and tlie rest of ilio si 



n follov 



43d. The greatest attention shonld be paid to 
■one regularity and good order in Uie march. 
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this purpose small detachments of infantry, taken 
from the centre division of the escort, should march 
at intervals on the flanks of the train. When the 
number of men will admit of it, each wagon should 
be under the guard of a soldier, or at least of one 
man to three wagons. If neither of these arrange- 
ments can be made, each section may be placed 
under the charge of four or five horsemen, who will 
keep in constant motion along the line, to see that 
all goes on well. If, for any purpose, a wagon is 
obliged to halt, it must fall out of the line, and not 
be allowed to enter it until the^ rear wagon of its 
section has passed. The line should be kept well 
closed up; the leading wagons slackening their 
pace, to allow the others to come up, if retarded by 
any obstacle. 

429. Halt of Train, When from any cause the 
convoy is forced to halt for some time, as for the 
repair of a bridge, the passage of a dcflle, &c., the 
wagons should be parked either in lines of sections, 
or as many in line as the character of the ground 
will admit of. An interval of about twenty paces 
may be left between each line. If there is any ap- 
prehension of an attack under these circumstances, 
the lines may close to withm fifteen paces; the 
openings on the flanks being covered by wagons 
placed across them. 

430. Parking cf Train, When the convoy halts 
to park for the night, a strong position should be 
chosen, oflering only one side, if practicdble, to an 
attack. The park may be formed by lines of sec- 
tions or in squares, as may be deemed must advisa- 
ble. The faces of the park should be flanked by 
some pieces of artillery, and the angles be covered 
by any teniporaiy obstacle, as a chevaux-de-frisej 
a slight abatis. &c. The diflTerent portions of the 
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eacort, will take pusilion uround the pirk. to cover H ' 
from the eDemr s approach ; those divisions, which 
marcli with the convoy, being posted bebiad the 
wngoriH, and the obBtaoles which cover them. The 
OBual dispositions of out-posta a.Qd patrols will ba 
made, to ^lurd against a aurpHse. It is not safe to 
park in villogeB, nor even to pass through them on 
a, march, when powder forms a part of the convoy. 
431. When the park is formed as a toinporiry 
intrenchment, lo cover the escort against an attack, 
an open portion of ground should bo selected, which 
offers no covers for the enemy to approich within 
muskot-range. The wagons may ba placed ia one 
line, or in two if tlieir number is sufficisnt to in- 
close the necessary ground for the troops, &.c., no 
ta to form a square, rectangular, or circular figure^ 
as the locality may require. When the indosure !■ 
formed of a single tine of wa^ns, they are placed 
wheel to wheel, with an outlet of throe or four fe«t 
between everv six wagons ; a wagon being placed, 
wc paces to the rear of the line, l^hind each outlet 
If the inclosore is a double line, the 



wagons are placed end to end, and wheel to wheel, 
ouUets,BS in the preceding case, being le~ 
every four wagons, and closed aa befi 



it between 
P . The 

poles of four-wneel carriagoa are pliced outvrardsj 
the shafts of the two-wheel Inwards ; the horaea _ 
picketed opposite their wagons. The wagnns tl; 
contain ammunition, or valuables, are placed w' * 
the inclosure, at the point regarded as least expi 
If the convoy is snrprised on a march, and h«ve ni 
time to park in square, the files should be rapld^ 
doubled if moving m single file, the heads of tq 
horses be turned towards the centre of the road, ■ 
as nearly to louiib each other, and the wagons b 
brought as closely together aa practicable. 
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432. Duties of Escort. All the usual pTecau* 
tions, to guard a column in march against a sur* 
prise, should be redoubled in cases of convoys. 
The patrols on the flanks and in front should push 
as far out as practicable ; so that the convoy may 
have timely warning of an enemy's approach ; in 
order to park, accon&g to circumstances, before an 
attack can be made. With drivers accustomed to 
their business, half an hour at least will be required 
for this operation. The advanced-guard should be 
particularly careful to occupy by detachments any 
lateral roads which might offer the enemy a favor- 
able point of attack on uie convoy. These detach- 
ments will keep their posts until the convoy has 
passed; and they will join the rear-guard as it 
comes up. 

433. The officer in command of tlie head-division, 
marching with the convoy, will see that his detach- 
ment moves on regularly, as the pace of the convoy 
will be regulated by it ; and, from time to time, he 
will bring it to a halt, to allow the carriages to close 
up ; this precaution must be carefully attended to 
when near an enemy. 

434. If menaced with an attack, the divisions at 
the head and tail of the convoy will keep their po- 
sitions and repel the enemy by their fire should he 
attack ; the centre division will move to the flank 
menaced, and take position to cover the two centre 
sections of the convoy ; the reserve will move to- 
wards the point threatened ; the advanced and rear- 
guards and flankers will close upon the convoy to 
be in readiness to act as circumstances may require. 

435. Before entering a defile, a detachment from 
the reserve should be sent forward to secure its 
flanks and outlet, and then send out patrols in all 
directions to examine the ground in front, and sci^ 
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thut nil is safe. As the convoy comes up lo a 
JeKiguated in rear of the Julila, it is parted in 
jf sucliona. The centre division of tlie esfon 
fiin the advanced-guard to cover the front ; the 
^a.rd will lake portion lo cover the rear ; 
liaiikera on the flanks ; and the rnserve in a central 
position lo advance upon Ihe point which may ba 
attacked. When Ihe patrols report all aafe, the ad* 
Tanced'guard anil centre division paas Ihe defile, 
and proceed far enongh beyond it to cover the 
ground where the convoy will park as it reaches 
Uie other side; the reserve atid flankers will cover 
the flanks of tlie convoy as fi moves to its new p> 
ution, and will then take post as before ; the reac- 
^nard joined by anydetBchmenlaleft lo secure pai^ 
ticular points on Ihe flanks of the defile, will touoir 
so soon aa the convoy and the rest of ihe troops ara 
inposilion. Whenall tlie trQophuvepas3ed,8tror~ 
delachnienia are sent forward, in all directions, 
least one hour before Ihe convoy is again put 

436. \Vlien the escort takes position at nigl 
witliin iliB park, for defence, the reserve will I 
posted in the centre, and the divisions that march 
wilh the convoy in rear of iheir respective sections. 
The advanced and rear-guards and the Sankors will 
take ptwt without, and establish their Dut-posls and 
sentinels in the usual way for safety. The cannon, 
placed at the angles of the park, will bo sup]ioitM 
Dy dotiichments of infantry and cavalry in Iheii 
Tear, The diffbrent divisions will throw forward 
akinnishers to meet ihe enemy if he attacks; whilst 
olht-rs will occnpy Ihe wagons from which thpy out 
Smv. Should the enemy not be beaten off by the fin 
(/these troops, the reserve will sally out and attack 
wilh the bayonet. 
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437. Attack of Ccnvoy, An attack upon a con- 
toy is a comparatively easy and safe operation, 
and may be made with a force quite inferior to the 
escort ; as the latter is obliged, for the security of 
the convoy, to keep on the defensive. 

It will usually be best to attempt a surprise, 
choosing points which are favorable to ambuscades. 
The manner of conducting the attack will depend 
upon its object, whether it be to capture the entire 
convoy, to cut off a part of it, or simply to delay its 
march. In the first case, the escort must be beaten 
and dispersed, whilst a detachment is sent to secure 
the convoy. In the second, an attack may be made 
on one point with the view of drawing the main- 
body of the escort to the defence of that point, 
whilst a detachment atte.npts to cut off the part of 
the convoy from which the escort has been widi- 
drawn, ui the last case the convoy will be fre- 
quently menaced with an attack, to force it to halt 
and park for defence ; the roads will be obstructed, 
bridges broken down, &c. 

438. If the attack is successful, the main-body 
of the troops should be kept together in position, to 
cover the captured convoy, whilst the detachment 
sent to secure, or destroy it, is performing its duty. 
The cavalry will endeavor to disperse &e escort, 
and bring in all the horses that may have been cut 
loose from the convoy. The precaution should be 
taken of having spare horses in harness, in readiness 
to take the places of those which the escort may 
have cut loose, or maimed, to prevent the wagons 
from b3ing carried off. For the attack of a convoy 
parked for defence, some pieces of artillery will be 
necessary, and howitzers will bs found particularly 
useful. Without the aid of this arm it will be very 
difficult to force a defensive park with infantry, un 
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Ems the escort is very feeble, or the position chosen 
for tlie park presents covers within the effective 
rangre of musketry, from which, after keeping up a 
fpelT-directed fire, a rush may be made on the park. 



CHAPTER Vm. 

SUBFRISES AKD AMBUSCAPE8. 

489. These two classes of operations depend for 
their success upon the fiame point, that of being 
able to attack the enemy suddenly when he is not 
prepared to resist. The term surprise is applied to 
unexpected attacks upon an enemy's position ; that 
of ambuscade where a position is taken for the pur- 
pose of falling suddenly upon the enemy when he 
reaches it. Secrecy, ^ood troops, and a thorough 
knowledge of the locahties, are indispensable to the 
success of either of these operations. 

440. Surprise, In planning a surprise, the 
officer must spare no pains in ascertaining the face 
of the count^ leading to and in the immediate 
vicinity of the enemy's position ; the character and 
disposition of his troops ; and the state of prepara^ 
tion of the defences of the position. Information 
may be obtained on these points from spies, de- 
serters, inhabitants of the locality occupied by the 
enemy, good maps, &c. 

441. The troops to be employed in the expedition, 
as well as the other necessary arrangements, will 
depend upon the information gained on these points. 
If the position be an intrenched one, infantry will 
constitute the main force ; cavalry and artillery can 
be of little other use than to cover the retreat of the 
Infantry, and to make prisoners of those who may es- 
cape from the position. A body of engineer troops or 
of picked men used to handling tools, will accompany 
the infantry, carrying with them such implement! 
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&H may lie reqmaite from the character of the de- 
fences, as axes, sa,vfa, crowbars, soiull scaling lad- 
ders, &c. 

443. If the poMlion ba not intrenchBd, as an open 
Tillage, &c., cavalry may perfonn a very hn|>or«ant 
part, by a sudden dash among the enemy, in cre- 
ating confusion and alarm. 

443. As the anooBaa of the a(&ir will greatly 
depend upon the secrecy with which these preparo- 
tums are made, and the celerity with which it is 
conducted, all orders for coUociing the noceaaaiy 
implements and assembling the troopa, should be 
mven at the ahortest notice ; no more troops should 
be taken than are iodlapensably neoeasarjr ; and 
they should carry nothing with them hut thejr arms. 



aiidi 



the requisila ai 



must enect all they ' 
daybreak. A few hou 
time for large expeditii: 
■"B favorable to ilieir i 



It of ammunition. 
444, Midnight is the beat hour for aaiall bodies 
"' ' "J carry out such enterprises; us they 

" '■"" " '"aire to do and be off before 
"s before daylight is the beat 
ns ; as the dawn of day will 
elreftt, by wliich time they 
will have been able to effect their purposes. The 
season of the year and the atate of the weather 
should ba laken advantage of. Winter and bad 
weather are most favorable, aa the enemy's senti- 
nela and out-posts will then, in all probability, be 
lens on ilie alert, and more disposed to keep under 
such shelters as they cun procure. 

415. Aa our purpose may be divined 1^ the 
enemy, measures should be taken against such k 
coDtingancy. These will mainly consist, in aecvr- 
isg by detachments all defiles and roads by which 






'; and by de^gnating ft 



rallying point, on which our force will laTl backi if 
Kpulaed, which should be strongly occupied lf>J 
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cavalry and artillery, if they constitute a part of 
the force. 

446. In conducting the march, the troops will be 
kept well together ; the greatest order and silence 
be observed. Instead of me ordinary precautions of 
an advanced-guard and flankers, reliance should 
rather be placed upon a few active and intelligent 
scouts, to gain timely notice of any movement on 
the part of the enemy. 

447. Concerted attacks upon several points are 
ffood means of creating confusion and paralyzing 
uie enemy's eflTorts, when they can be successfully 
carried out ; but, as they may require some of the 
detachments to make, considerable circuits to reach 
their points, much will depend upon chance as to 
their success. In such cases, some signal must be 
agreed upon, to let the detachments, dready in po- 
sition, know when those, which are likeliest to reach 
theirs latest, are ready; but this may have the incon- 
venience of giving the alarm to the enemy. Rockets 
may be used for this purpose, and also to give notice 
to the troops to retire together. 

448. The retreat after a successful issue should 
be conducted with the same promptitude as the ad- 
vance. Time must not be lost in waiting too long 
for all the detachments to come in at the rallying 
point, as the safety of the whole command might 
be compromised. 

449. Ambuscade, In planning an ambuscade, 
we should be well acquainted with the enemy's 
force, and the state of discipline shown by it. The 
position chosen for the attempt must be favorable to 
the concealment of troops, ana if practicable it should 
be reached by night, every precaution being taken to 
insure secrecy. The best positions are those where 
the enemy is inclosed in a defile, or village, and haa 



168 

not taken the proper precautions to secure himself 
from an attack. By seizing the outlets of the defile 
by infantry, in such cases, and making an impetuous 
char^ of cavalry into it, the enemy may be com- 
pletely routed. 

450. Ambuscades ma^ frequently be attempted 
with success in the affairs of advanced and rear- 
guards ; by pushing the enemy vigOTously and then 
falling? back, if he offers a strong resistance, so as to 
draw nim upon a point where troops are posted in 
force to receive him. 

451. To trace anything more than a mere out- 
line, as a guide in operations of tbis kind, which 
depend upon so many fortuitous circumstances, 
would serve but Uttle useful purpose. An active, 
intelligent officer, with an imagination fertile in the 
e}q)edients of his profession, wSl seldom be at a low 
as to his best course when the occasion offers ; to 
one without these qualities, opportunities pieseni 
themselves in vain. 
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hg the ontekirta of the village. These ue supported 
^ad at tlie outlet of the Tillage. 

% out-post of civalrj is placed at H'", and throws 
Supported by a grand guard of infantry E'" which 

%d by two guQB with infantry supports on their Qanks. 
^Tslry and iufantty of sufficient alreDgtb to support 
la suitable position to the rear of the bridge. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE V. 

Fig. 9 {Art. 336, p. 119.) shows the disposition 
in march of a detachment composed of three regi- 
ments of infantry, five companies of cavahy, and 
a half battery of six-pounder gnns, over ground of 
an ordinary character, but more open on the left 
than on the right flank. 

One regiment of infantry and two companies of 
cavalry form advanced guard and flankers. The 
head of the advanced guard is of cavaky, and 
consist of a leading file, a, of three sections ; one, 
&, in the centre, and one, c c, on each flank ; with 
a support, d^ of one platoon. The supports of 
the head are one company of infantry, divided 
into three sections, one, c, in the centre, and one, 
//, on each flank, and one company, 5^, as a sup- 
port. The main reserve, A, of six companies. 
The remaining two companies of infantry and 
the one of cavalry, divided into sections, form the 
flankers. The sections, n n^ of infantry, on the 
right flank, having supports, I Z, of cavalry ; the 
sections, h A;, of cavalry, on the left flank, having 
supports, i i, of infantry. , 

The three companies of cavalry. A, of the main 
body lead, followed by the half battery between 
them and the two regiments of infantry, B B. 
A small rear guard, o, of cavalry belonging to A, 
closes the column of march. 

Fig. 10 (Art. 285, p. 101.) shows the defensive 
dispositions of the column, in march in retreat, 
as represented in Mg. 6, PI. XXL, in moving in 
the presence of the enemy, firom the point 0, to 
gain the position U, beyond the woods Z. The 
line of retreat is along the two roads, the one 
leading directly fi-om to U; the other branching 
off to the right, and traversing the villages G- and 
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8, bordering tbo pond on the right The 
fifLuk of the march is supposed to be covered from 
oa attack by the two ponds; the left alone being 
exposed from the open character of the country 
between and XJ. 

The first defensive poailion taken np i3 along 
the akirta of the wooda, X, up to which the 
ground rises from the pond and the brook run- 
ning into the head of it, and tlie following diapo- 
Httion made of the troops. 

C. the rear regiment of cavaby to rally the line 
of skirmishera aud their supports which cloae tixe 
column of march. 

A, E, one battery of field guns, on the rising 
ground, and on each side of the road. 

D, a regiment of infantry, deployed 
right of the giins and concealed by the wi 
from which sfirmiahers are thrown out along 
margin of the brook. 

B| h regiment of infantry in column, on the 
lelt of the guns, and masked by the housea near 
them to cover the retreat of the guns. 

F, two regiments take poat at this point, drawn 
up in column on the two roads, with a half bat- 
tery of the six-pounder guns. 

G, the two companies of infantry take post in 
the village at O, which is hastily put in a defen- 

H, the forward rcgunent of cavalry deploys on 
the open ground on the mun road. 

M, two regimenla of infentry with the otier 
half battery of six-pounder guns. 

K, the battery of twelve-pounder guna to cover 
the movements in retreat &om F and M, to the 
next position, K. 

In retiring from this first position on the secon&i 
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at Kj wMch is favorable for the defensive, the 
foUowing dispositions are made. 

The cavalry at G retreats along the road to the 
right^ and takes post at L, to cover the move- 
ments of the regiments at P, in their retreat on 
K 

The artillery at A B, retires along the main 
road to a, with the same object. 

The regiments D and E retire alternately on P. 

The hsdf batteries at E and M pass through the 
village and take position at N. 

The whole of the regiments retire through the 
village and over the groimd between it and the 
main road to K. 

To cover the retreat from K the artillery will 
quit the position a, so soon as the rear guard has 
neared the village Q-, and will take post at R. 
The skirts of the wood and the walled enclosure 
at T will be strongly occupied by infantry. The 
retreat of the main body from K will be com- 
menced by sending first the battery of twelve- 
pounders to the rear to U; retiring the other 
field guns by half batteries; the infantry by 
alternate regiments; the cavalry covering this 
movement, and retiring last, under the support of 
the infantry holding the skirts of the wood. 

Fig, 13 (Art. 376, p, 138.) shows the disposi- 
tions for tiie attack of a post taken up by the 
enemy on a rising ground to cover a bridge in its 
rear. The attack is made by eight companies of 
infantry, and one of cavalry. * 

The enemy being supposed to have occupied ^ 
by skirmishers the skirts of a wood at the foot of 
the hill, two of the eight companies are thrown ^ 
out as skirmishers, and are supported by the other | 
six formed in column on each flank. The com- ^ 
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^ Fig. 11 {Art, 356, p, 132.) shows the disposi- 
tions made to defend a bridge. At the outlet^ 
towards the enemy, there is a saw mill with a 
walled enclosure in advance of which stretches a 
fiin&ll grove. Behind the bridge is a ridge along 
hf i. The detachment for the defence consists of 
one regiment of infantry; two companies of 
nfles; two squadrons; and two six-pounder guns. 

One company of cavalry will patrole beyond 
the grove towards the enemy. One company of 
rifles a vnll be posted imder cover in the centre 
of the grove, and a half company on each flank at 
h and c 

Two companies of infantry take post at c? in 
the centre, and one on each flank at e and / aa 
supports to the rifles : the enclosure will be held 
by a post The two guns are placed at 300 paces 
in rear of the bridge to enfilade it Two compa- 
nies are posted at h and i on each side of the 
hedge as skirmishers, they are supported by tha 
remaining companies in column at m; and the 
remainder of the cavalry is posted to the rear al 
n in a favorable position to cover a retreat. 

Mg, 12 (Art, 345, p. 128.) shows the defensive 
dispositions made b^ a detachment consisting of 
three regiments of infantry, six squadrons, and a 
battery of six-pounders, to hold an enpmy in 
check for several hours arriving fi:om Y towards 
the village X 

At Y there is a small village through which the 
main road to X passes; the road traverses the 
brook S B, which discharges into the pond P on 
the left ; this brook receives a smaller one near 
// the ground between the brooks and Y is gen- 
Uy unddating and interspersed with small groves. 
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Betiveen the brook and the vUlogB, the g 

rises BO aH to overlook the portiou tow^dta 

Between tho pond and village lies a wet meadow. 

Tbo mail] bodj takes position on llie heights 
along A, £. A half hattety takes position at a^ 
with its support of iafiintry, from 4 to 600 paces 
in rear of the bridge to eafilade it; iJie other half 
battoiy in the rear iit fc The main portion of 
caTalry at m on the right flank; a small detacli- 
ment of it at o on the left Conk. The wood skirt- 
ing the brook 8 E is occupied by skirmishers, 
their supports beiog boyond it on the right and 
lef^ of the rood. A detachment of cavo&y at g 
patrolea on tiie right. The bridges at n and o are 
guarded and patroles puslied out on the leiL 

In front, akirroishera are placed at T along tho 
brook Irom t to// a Email post of cavalry at 7 to 
patrole in advance ; o post of cavalry and infantry 
at h to watch the woods and roads on the left- 
and one of cavalry in the wood on the right at d 
to patrole towards the right. 

At night the esterior posta are drawn in and 
join the post at T behind the brook. 

If attacked and forced to retreat^ the infantry 
and artillery will retire by alteroata half batteriea 
and regiments to the position j>, r, i, t behind the 
small brook ninniog to the meadow at M ; the 
cavalry on the right liank. In the retreat through 
the village and around it, the ditches across the 
meadow can be disputed by skirmiilter^ aa well ' 
aa tho outskirts of the village, these will be sup- 
ported by a remoiei't in column occupying ifie* 
open square in the centre. If the ground is lavor- 
able for cavalry on the right of the village, it will 
ba taken advantage of for a flank attack on tha 
enemy. 
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